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. The following Statements and Returns have, among others, been made
ise of for the compilation of the Statistics contained in this report :—

Sea-borne Trade.

Annual Statements of the Sea-borne Trade of Brmsh India (avaﬁab]e up
to 1913-14).

Annual Statements of the Sea- borne Trade and Navigation of Bombay Include
(available to 1914-15). roastwise

Trade.
Annual Statements of the Sea-borne Trade and Navigation of Bengal
(available to 1914-15).

Annual Statements of the Sea-borne Tradeand \Tawcratlon of Madras
(available to 1914-15).

Annual Statemente. of the Sea-borne Trade and \mwatlon of Sind
(available to 1914-15). :

JAunnual Statements of the Sea- borne Trade and \Tavmatlon of Bmma
(avallable to 1913-14). ‘

Annual Reviews of the Trade of India (available to 1914-15).
Annual Reports on the Maritime Trade of Sind (available to 1913-14).

Railborne Trade.

Annual Accounts of Trade carried by Rail and River in India (available
to 1913-14).

Reports of the Railborne Trade of Bombay (available to 1914-15).
Reports of the Railborne Trade of Madras (available to 1914-15).

Internal Land Trade by Rail and River of the Punjab including North-
West Frontier Province (available to 1914-15).

Toreign Railborne Traffic of the Mysore State (now published quarterly—
-available to December 31st, 1915).

- Transfrontier Trade.

" External Land Trade Reports of the Punjab (to 1914-15).

External Land Trade Reports of North-West Frontier Province (to
1914-15).

Transfrontier Trade Reports of Burma (to1913-14).
Transfrontier Trade Reports of Bengal (to 1914-15).
Transfrontier Trade Reports of Assam (to 1914-15).

Census.

Volumes comprising the Census Reports of Ind1a—-—1901 and 1911
Industrial Occupations in the Madras Presidency by A. Chatterton,
C. I. E. (extracted from the Census Report of 1911).
The following have also been consulted :—
Consular Reports on Silk in Lyons and St. Etienne.
Geoghegan’s “ Silk in India,” 1880.
" Liotard’s “ Memorandum on Silk in India.” 1883.
Watt’s Dictionary of Economic Products (Vol. VI}.
Provincial Monographs on Silk Fabrics (Bombay, Madras, Bengal,
Punjab, etc.).
Leo Durand’s “Raw Silk.”

Tarift Schedules and Monthly Statements of average values of articles,
from the Bombay Customs Department.
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T have.alse to acknowledge statlstlcs supplied by— .

The Director of Statistics, for Imports, Exports and Re- exports of
British India.

The Divector of Sericwture, Kashmir State, for productlon of silk in
that State.

The office of the Director of Agriculture, Bengal, for mulberry acreage‘
in Bengal.

The Secretary, Economic Conference, Mysore State, for mulberry
acreage and Exports in Mysore. :



Introduction.

It was originally intended that this report should give a complete survey
of the present condition of the Silk Trade in India. Circumstances have,
ho~wever,_ rendered it impossible for me to visit several of the most important
of"the silk centres. Rangoon, for example, is second only to Bombay as a
centre of the import trade in foreign silk, and Mandalay was, according to
the census of 1911, the fifth most important district in India for silk weaving
and spinning. According to the same census, Murshidabad was the largest
silk weaving and spinning district in India, and Malda is still of first-class
1mportance as a silk-producing centre. It will be seen later that the difficulty
of estimating the consumption of silk in the North-West is greatly complicated
by the transit of Kashmir silk through the Punjab, and accurate details of-
the Kashmir trade have not been forthcoming. I have unfortunately been
prevented from visiting either Burma or Kashmir, and my enquiries in
Bengal have been confined to the Presidency Town. The scope of this report
has had consequently to be somewhat reduced, and although, after dealing
with the condition of the trade in the Bombay and Madras Presidencies and
in the Punjab and the North-West Frontier Province, an attempt has been
made to give a general estimate of the trade of India as a whole, this last
chapter is largely based upon trade statistics and reports, which 1t has not
always been possible to check or correct by information obtained from personal
enquiries. Bombay, in addition to the fact that this Presidency 1s irom the
point of view of silk weaving one of the three chief areas in India, also holds
a unique position by reason of its import trade, which constitutes it by far
the most important silk-distributing centre in this country. Bengal 1s, of
course, of the first importance as having been in former years one of the great
silk-producing areas of the world, and until recently by far the most import-
ant in India. Burma, as has been said above, imports more raw silk by sea
than any other province except Bombay, and also carries on an extensive trade
in silk across its frontiers. It is said also that silk is more commonly worn
in that province than in any other except Assam. The Punjab owes its
importance in this connection to the fact that it is probably the greatest
consumer of foreign silk manufactures in this country. The Madras Presi-
dency contains a considerably larger number of silk weavers than any other
Presidency, Province, or State, and its continued use of Indian material and
.comparatively small import of foreign silk gives to this Presidency a peculiar
position in an enquiry of this nature. The conditions prevailing in these
various provinces differ iv the extreme :—in the Punjab and the North-West,
for example, no Indian raw silk is to be seen: in Madras, in some places
practically nothing but Mysore and Bengal silk is used. The problem to be .
faced throughout India, however, is the widespread adoption of foreign raw
material and foreign manufactures in the place of the Indian products. and
the decline of production in this country. Before such a problem can be
solved it is of the utmost importance that the actual condition of the industry
should be known. It is due to this consideration that details of the trade—
which may at first sight appear meticulous—(such for example as the actual
kinds and “chops” of raw silk in use in any centre)—have been included in
this report. Before the indigenous material can replace foreign raw silk
upon the looms, and before silk cloth woven m‘Indla can }'eplace forexgn
manufactures in the markets, they must be supplied of the kind and quality
which is.most in demand. The nature of this demand difiers all over India,
and it is therefore indispensable that it should be clearly understood, before
the Indian material can be supplied in a form which will satisfy the market.
The first thing is to discover the exact nature of the demand in any particular
market, and the second is to supply that demand as cheaply as possible. This
is undoubtedly the procedure of the Japanese merchants, and it may seem the
obvious one, but it is a fact that it is not the one commonly followed in this
country. New markets and a new demand can, of course, be created where
circumstances are Tavourable, but where old markets exist it is primarily of
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exact nature before attempting to compete with the
favour. Theories founded upon generalisations
In Mysore State there is, I believe, a proposal
alian methods of reeling should be introduced, and
the reeling of cocoons to a fine denier carried on in a State Filature on a large
scaie. In order to supply a European market with Mysore silk this might
be. perhiaps, a sound proposition :—about that I do not venture to express an
opinion. The present chief market for Mysore silk is, however, the Madras
Presidency, and, as will appear from the facts stated in the body of this
report, the finer reeling of Mysore silk is generally speaking not required.
At least it may be conceded that the matter 1s not one which can be settled in
any other way than by deciding what market it is intended to supply and
what is actually the demand in that particular market. An attempt to
supply, so far as possible, information ot this nature, has been made in the

present report. ‘

yrportance to study their
coods which are actually.in
may irequently go wrong.
pnacr consideration that Lt

’



CHAPTER I.
The Silk Trade of Bombay.

1. Bombay receives about 80 per cent. of the total imports of silk goods
into India. The following table will show the amount of raw and manu-
factured silk imported into India in 1913-14 by sea and its distribution among
. the various importing provinces :—

Sea-borne Trade. Rs.
Imports 1913-14~

Bombay] f . ve . . . . . . . H 3.23,84,265
Burma . . 86,52,705
Bengal 13,69,920
Sind . . 6,60,690
Madras . . . . . . . . 6,50,983

ToTAaL OF INDIAN IMPORTS 4,37,18,565

In 1914-15 the total Sea-bornme import trade of the Presidency fell to
Rs. 2,57,01,712. These fizures include silk of all kinds,—raw, waste, yarns
and warps, and piece-goods. In addition to this amount, the Presidency
received, according to the official figures, raw silk to the value of Rs. 49,84, 826
and silk piece-goods to the value of Rs. 32,985 by rail, and Rs. 31,896 worth
by coast-wise trade. Bombay being the emporium for the distribution of
silk, a considerable amount of Sea-borne imports are re-exported from
Bombay Port. In 1914-15 these re-exports were valued at Rs. 594107
Exports from Bombay—by sea, rail and coastwise—amounted to Rs. 30,97,704. .
A balance-sheet for the Bombay Presidency may therefore be struck thus:—

Balance-sheet of Bombay Trade n silk during 1914-15.

TNPORTS. Exrorts.
—_— Raw (inclu- -
ding yarn, Manufac- —_— . Tanufac- .
noils and tured. ToraL. Raw, tured. Torat
warps).
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Ras. s,
Sea-borne . 1,33,23,042 | 1,23,78,670 | 2,57,01,712 1,07,468 6,71,842 7,700
Railborne . 49,84,826 32985 [ 50,17,811 {1 19,91,184 £34.512 | 2405606
Constwise . 8,615 . 23,281 31,896 3,34,016 1,52,780 £.86.800
ToTAL 1,83,16,483 | 1,24,34,936 | 3,07,51,410 | 24,32,668 | 12,589,143 | 36,901,811
Deduct Exports 24,32,608 | 12,590,143 [  36,91,811
- | e o
Net Import 1,58,88,816 | 1,11,75,793 i 2,70,59,608

»

From this table it would appear that by far the greater portion of the
imported silk is consumed in Bombay itself, and from the appended balance-
sheets of Bombay Port and Bombay Presidency it might be assumed that tha



2

major portion of the imported raw silk, at least, is absorbed by Bombay Port

T oW1,

Bealance-sheet of Bombay Port trade in raw sith (ecluding yorn, notls and warps) during 1914-15.

—_ Imports. Exports.
Sea-borne. Ibs. 1ba.
Foreign silk . C 2,047,339 12,943
O S » . - . . . .
Cocoons and wa,st‘,o . - 130,262 40,017
0! . . . . . :
Coastwise.
537 81,396
Foreignsitkk . . . . . . . . . 1,
By Ruil. .
Within Presidency . . . . . 3,856 548,000
Foreign silk . . : _
oo {From other Presidencies . . . . 37,0423 398,970
Within Presidency . -+ o+ - 25,905 21,180
Indian silk . ) ;
{From other Presidencies . 605,7974* 4,246
ToraL . 2,851,729 l,_106,.752
Deduct Exports 1,106,752
Net Import 1,744,977

Balance-sheet of Bombay Presidency Trade wn raw silk during 1914-15,

- - Imports. Exports.
1bs, Ibs.
( Foreign silk . . 450 Nil
Coastwise . -
{ Indian silk . 290 4,424
From Bombay Port . . 21,180 25,905
By Rail. Indian .
,» other Presidencics . . . 9,982% 5,445
' From Bombay Port . . . . 548,000 3,856
Foreign
} » Other Presidencies . . . . Nit 2474
ToraL . 579,002 39,877}
Deduct Exports . 39,877}
Net Import 540,025

2. If these tables, compiled from the
implicitly, we should have to account for

llusory, for the reason that the statistic
deceptive. This is due to the followi

Ing causes : —
(1} Goods booked as parcels

' i by pas
included in any returns. yII% issecn
amount, of silk is in thig

* This inclndes 7,116 maunds ( B -

official returns, could be trusted
e an. enormous consumpti ilk of
all kinds by Bombay Port Town. The figures are, however, to 5 ggxl‘::a(,)ii;l S(;}tlée?lt
s for Railborne Trade are extremely

ger trains are not apparently
ertain that a very considerable
way transferred from one place to

: I 587,070 Tb :
probably a mistake, vide below, 10 1bs) xocorded ns exported from Caleutta to Bombay. This ig
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another, and some silk centres undoubtedly receive and distribute
most of their goods by this method. For example, according to
local estimates Trichinopoly receives Rs. 50,000 worth of paw
silk annually from Bengal and considerable supplies from
Mysore or Kollegal. and in its turn exports large quantities of
silk piece-goods to Madras, from which place they are distributed
throughout the Presidency. The whole of this trade is carried
as parcels by passenger train, the extra cost being regarded.as
compensated by the increased security.

(2) The use of the Post Office as a medium for the despatch of small
quantities of silk goods.* How far this factor aflects the figures
given above can only he a matter of conjecture, but a certain

« quantity of silk piece-goods is certainly sent by post from
Bombay to the Punjab and North-West Frontier. Especially
has this been the case recently, when, owing to the apprehension
-of unsettled conditions on the frontier. some importers have
rece1ved their goods vid Bombay or Karachi Ports and thence by
post, instead of by the more risky transfrontier routes.

(3) A certain quantity of silk manufactured goods must be taken out

 of Bombay Port Town by small retail-sellers—box-wallahs and
the like—for sale up-country. These goods, going as personal
luggage, will also escape registration by the railway companies.

(4) These figures do not include any trade by road. Tt may safely be

: assumed that this traffic must be of some magnitude where, as in
the case of Poona and Bombay, a large centre of the silk trade
lies close to the port town; or where there is no convenient route
by rail. Thus, for example, in the “Foreign Ratlborne Traffic
of Mysore State ” (published by the Mysore Economic Con-

- ference). it .is admitted that “the Kollegal taluk of the
Cormbatore District finds an outlet for its produce by the bridge
over the Cauvery at Sivasamudram, and a valuable silk traffic
certainly passes this way.”

From these examples it is clear that a very considerable quantity of silk
is transferred from one place to another without any record of it being kept.
Further, a careful study of the figures actually recorded makes it only too
clear that very little reliance can be placed upon them. It will be necessary
to give only a few examples of this, but the number might be increased
almost indefinitely. From 1913-14 arrangements have been made by the
Mysore State with the Railway Company for figures to be supplied direct
at regular intervals during the year. The figures for exports and imports
of silk for Mysore State in 1913-14, as published by the Mysore Economic
Conference, read as follows :—

Imports, Exports.

- Mds. Mds,

Foreign raw silk . . . . . . .9 Nt
Indian raw silk A . . . . 200 3,500

Below are shown the figures for the same year as given in the ““ Inland Trade

(Rail and River borne) of India " :—
' Imports. Exports.

Cwt. Cwt.
Foreign raw silk . L . . . 1 122
~ Indian raw silk . . . . “ . . 194 2,010

:

These figures are so unlike as to render any comparison impossible. Nov
can the figures published by the Mysore Economic Conference be taken as a-
correct guide to the movements of silk, and the other figures be disregarded,
for, according to the former, Mysore State neither imported mor exported
any foreign raw silk in the year 1914-15; but did import 349 maunds of
Indian raw silk. Now nothing is more certain than that some quantity of

* Alsgo vaw silk : there is a considerable movemont of raw silk in parcels up to ten pounds weight in [ndia,
. [ H M. L]

vOL, II ’ . B
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Linese raw silk is used in Mysore, whather it be Obt’?:lmed 22)7 glijswifeltl,]:glzz "
" woods train, and on the other hand there 1s no evidence to | S0
guoils ; enters the Mysore State, since the only
«ouree from which Mysore might conceivably import Inﬁla’g I‘a-WPS;H{_(iS the
iallecal taluk of the Coimbatore District 1n the 13 ras 2 es(li ency..
Similarly, as regards values, previous to 191314 the va 116583531%11‘3 tvﬁere
Rs. 533-7 a maund on raw silk exports to Madras and Rsh3 . -h cities in
to Bombay. In 1913-14 the values were -as51gned by the authorities in
Mvsore, and these read at Rs. 576 for foreign and Rs. 600 per maund for
Indian raw silk. These figures tend to show that the values arbitrarily

assigned in the ordinary way are very far '1n_deed from the actual value of

the goods. : -

While dealing with the figures for the Railborne Trade of Mysore State,
it may be observed that it has recently been discovered that all previous
statistics (up to 1915) included waste along with reeled silk under the head
“ Indian raw,” thereby causing the exports of silk to be estimated at about

50 per cent. above their real value. : ‘

To take another example of the uncertainty of the official figures, it is
stated in the Railborne Trade returns that Bombay received from Calcutta
in 1914-15 over 7,000 maunds of Indian raw silk, valued at over R_s. 451
lakhs. No such large consignment of Indian raw material is shown in pre-
ceding years and the only conclusion possible, if the figure is to be trusted,
- would be that some large silk concern in the Port Town has recently enor-
mously increased its consumption of Bengal raw silk, for the sea-borne
exports and railborne exports from Bombay Port Town show nothing to
counterbalance this figure. The most careful enquiry has, however, failed
to reveal any such incéreased consumption in the Port Town. Neither of the
European Mills and none of the leading native importers in that city know
anything of such a consignment, and on the other hand the chief exporting -
firm of Indian silk in Calcutta (Anderson, Wright and Co.) know equally ,
little on the subject. The figure must, therefore, be considered at the best
as highly doubtful unless and until details are obtained as to the actual
consignee-of such silk, and in the meantime it means a reduction of 7,116
maunds in quantity and over Rs. 451 lakhs in value from the raw silk shown
in the returns as imported by rail into Bombay during 1914-15 which (includ-
ing t}kus amount) is only given as'7,464 maunds in the official returns for that
year. - i

3. Since, therefore, a very large proportion of the silk carried by rail goes
ns parcels and not as goods and is therefore not included in the returns, and -
since moreover the returns themselves are open to grave suspicion, it is elear
that the amount of silk both raw and manufactured actually consumed in
Bombay Port Town may be taken as considerably less than appears to be
indicated in the balance-sheet given above, for that town is the chief centre
for the distribution of raw silk throughout India. The Madras Presidency
draws most of its supplies ‘of Chinese raw silk (of which it uses a large
quantity) from Bombay Port, and therefore the amount shown in the Rail-
horne Trade returns (viz., 41 mds.) as exported thence to Madras Presidency
m‘1914-15115’ certainly a considerable under-statement, the major portion of
this trade peing probably carried bv passenger trains, No accurate estimate
of the quantity of foreien raw silk actually consumed jn Bombay City is
available. _but Mr. M. Nissim, of David Sassoon and Co., estimates that .
Bombay City took about 71,400 Ibs. of Indian raw silk in 1914.15. to the
value of ahout Rs. 5 Ialkhs. This estimate is supported by the Chhoi Silk
Mill Co., who put the figure at Rs. 5 to 7 lakhs at the most. It mav safely
l;el a;sumed that a very large part of the 1,744.977 Tbs. '(alr-eadv reduced to
g ;5 ’287) Ibs. if we d{(taduct.the doubtful consignment, of 7,116 mds. -from
(:& cu ad' _shown as “met 1mport” in the bhalance-sheet on page 2, is not
b.onsume in that‘j city at all, but is distributed among the other silk centres

Y passenger train. Tt may bhe interesting to insert here a similar balance-

v
F\.-\ = - . . .
iirge a quantity of Indian raw silk

-
* Further enquiry has sinee sh "y S
it offi A8 8inue shown this entey of 71150, . o

Audit offieo concernad. < Silk, Raw—Indian ™ should havs haen s 1 10 navo hoen an orvor of registration in the
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Balance-sheet of the Transaciions with the Port Town of Bombay in raw silk during 1558-89.

1
1 Quantity in, | Quantity in
mport:ns. ib. Exports, | Q ibs.
By Sea FrRoM FOREIGN COUNTRIES. By Sga 70 FOREIGN COUNTRIES.
Foreign Produce— Re-exports, Foreign Produce—
Silk 1,678,932 Silk . 109,182
Waste . . Nil*
Cocoons . 7,030 | By Sea To FOREIGN COUNTRIES.
By CoasTwISE FROM INDIAN PROVINCES. Indian Produce— |
: Silk - . 7.322
Indian Produce Waste . 2,851
Sillc . 3,102 Cocoons . Nil
- |
By CoaSTWISE FROM INDIAN PROVINCES. By CoasTwise To INDIAN PROV.NCES.%
Foreign Produce Indian Produce—
Silk . . . “ . 5,257 Silk . . l 11,600
By RaIL AND RIVER, ETC. i By CoasTwisE To INDLAN Pnowxcm‘i
Indian Produce - . 57,915 | Forcign Produce— }
Foreign Produce . 1,402 Silk . . { 121,909
|
By RalL AND RIVER, ETC. |
TorAL 1,753,638 )
: Indian Produce . 290,070
Deduct Bxports 1,119,804 | Foreign Produce . 576,840
Net Import, being amount available for 633,834 ToraL . 1,119,804
local demands. -

This gives a net import to the Port Town of 633,834 lbs., and though
there is no reason to suppose that in this case either the figures for railborne
trade are entirely trustworthy, yet this quantity is probably far nearer the
actual consumption than that shown in the balance-sheet for 1914-15.

A similar table from the same work for the trade of Bombay Presidency

may also be inserted.

Balance-sheet of the recorded Transactions with the Bombay Presidency in 1888-89.

tity i Quantity in
, . - Imports. Qumllb;t:ym Exports. ™
- By Transfrontier Routes— By Transfrontior Routes— -
(2) Indian ", . Nil (#) Indian . N
(b) Foreign . . . Nil {0) Foreign . . N
By Rail and River— .
(@) Indian . . 265,980 | By Rail'and River—
(b) Foreign . . . 225,390 (@) Indian . . KX IMKY
{0) Foreign . . Wi
ToraL 491,370 -
ToraLn . 33,907
Deduct Exports . 33,007
Net Imports 457,463

Comparing this table with that given on page 2 above, it will be seen
that the net import in-1888-89 was 457,463 lbs. and in 1914-15 540,025 lhs.
Tn these cases again the railborne trade is probably misstated, but Dr. Watt
remarks ¢ An -examination of the incomplete statistics that exist regarding

« * There must be some mistake in the official returns,

since a large proportion of the silk mported ing
Bombay from Chiua is Waste, not Reolod Silk.” .

»
~

B
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jmare vecent years mavifests lghe S}B;mlt; f&;fzﬂlggf;g&;g:g;?‘;fgﬁag; ?v?v ihisclh
dencv manuiactures use up about hall & ! i 5
rt}i}‘\x\ t::ll; 1;1;“ that amounll); s Indian silk obtained through t_;he_lgOIt Tiwnd

g during 1914-15, as given in sne Railborne Lrade
serurns, will be seen from the table on page 2 to be very small—only a little
e 30.000 Ibs. in all, rather less, in fact, than the exports of the same
ma{eria;. Mr. Nissim, however, estimates that excluding Bombay Port Town
i other towns in the Presidency took some 128,000 1bs. (Rs. 9 lakhs) ot
indian raw silk in all. According to this estimate the consumptron of
lndian raw silk in Bombay Presidency 1s only half what it was in 1888-59,
exports in the same time having (again 11 the figures are any guide) remameq
about the same. Lf Mr. Nissim's estimate is correct, however, the total net
import will be considerably larger than is shown in the balance-sheet for
1914-15, showing that the total consumption of silk in the Presidency has
increased in spite of the decrease in the use of Indian raw, the amount of
Chinese raw consumed being double what it was in 1888-89. As this result
depends upon our acceptance of the approximate correctness of the figures
tor export it cannot be said to be at all a certain one, but as those figures are

not, very large when compared with the import trade figures there is less
room for errors of importance to have crept into them. . '

The Indian raw silk imports

ForEIcN RAW SILK.

4 As will be seen from the balance-sheet of Bombay Port Town
(above), foreign raw silk is received by sea, rail, and coastwise. The prin-
cipal source ot supply is, of course, Chuna. In the official returns China and
Hongkong are shown separately for purely geographical reasons, as the
latter is a British possession. This distinction will be followed here, not
only for the sake of convenience, but because the distinction does in reality
correspond to a real difference in the nature of the raw silk imported from
these places. Hongkong is the port for Canton and Sonthern China, and all
silk from that part of China is'shipped from Honglkong and is registered in .
the Returns as coming from that Port. The products of the Southern China
provinces are various kinds of coarse silk from multivoltine worms, whereas
those of the Northern China provinces are the finer silks from the univoltine.
These latter are shipped from Shanghai. Wherever therefore in the:course
gf the follovimg paragraphs “ China ” silk is mentioned as distinct from

Hongkong,” the former must be taken as referring to the silk which is
exported from Shanghai, or—to make a rough line of demarcation—such
silk as is produced in the provinees lying north of the Yang-Tsi-Kiang River, -
whereas Hongkong silk includes all the produce of the southern districts, the

chief of which for present purposes are . i % e
bour Kwang-si. p purposes are Kwang-Tung (Canton) and its neigh

In 1914-15 China (exclusive of Hongkong and Ma ible
for 1,343,091 lbs. out of the total of 2,047g,339g1bs. im%o?&oc% ;;.%S gsg%{;?bby
sea. Of the balance Hongkong supplied 453,535 lbs, Japan 160,935 ibs.,
Siam 79,842 lbs. and the Straits Settlements* 9,932 lbs. In addition to these
amounts Japan supplied 130,195 lbs. of waste, and Hongkong and China 32
and 25 lbs. respectively. The following table will make a comparison pos-

sible between the present jm ' i ) '
: port trade, in foreign raw silk and waste, with
these countries, and that of previous years :— ¢ ’

T
. ‘ '
A\;f'lfgg; aI;:lptf)rt gf foreign raw silk From From | From From SF;‘Z?;B
ste for five years ending China. Hongkong, " Japan. Siam. Settle-
; ’ ments,
Ths. 1hs. Tbs. e | Iba
1909.10 ~
771,247 631,119 79,739 38,300 71,629
191415 '
? 1,418,817 564,821 108,070 51,157 40,019

—— . - —
It is not known whether any of this silk is produced there or is transhipped simply. (H. M, L.)
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From this table it will be seen that whereas the i ‘rot i
: _ he imports from China
é}g&%ﬂﬁs{;& Snei?;i)é cio;ﬁblec}l1 du_rmg the last ten years, thosep'from the Straits
shows s d very heavily decreased. Hongkong, though the amount.
_ OIe decrease, retains its position as second oniy to Cnina proper 1in
mmportance. The trade with Siam is subject to continual fluctuations vary-
ing during the last ten years from %4 in 1940-11 and only 1,118 tbs. in 1909-10
ES 59&1‘93 ;281.1 . 1912-13 and 115,903 Ibs. in 1907-08. Un the whole, however,
upward tendency, though it would be unsafe to assume that this
- will be permanent. The figures for Japan require further analysis.
The whole—or practically the whole—of the imports from Japan
- recorded from 1905-06 to” 1909-10 were waste and kachra ; and there-
fore the figure given above (79,739 lbs.) may he taken as the average
amount of waste 1mported from that country. ln 1910-11, besides 77,612 1bs.
ot 'vyax’,ste, 3,121 Ibs. recorded as “ Chaharam Cochin-China and Yellow Shan-
ghal ” were received in Bombay from J apan. In 1911-12, 50,916 lbs. were
recelved_ in all, raw and waste not being “distingunished. In the following
year bestdes 104,315 1bs. of waste, 6 lbs. of raw were imported from J apan.
in 1913-14 the quantity of raw silk was 15,016 lbs., besides 73,558 1bs. of
waste, and in<1914-15 the figures for raw and waste rose to 160,935 and
130,252 lbs. respectively. Japan, therefore, while retaining and increasing
her trade in silk waste, has during the last few years become a competitor of
China and Hongkong in supplying Bombay with raw silk, and has already
completely outstripped the Straits Settlements and Siam. It is true that
the heavy consignment of 1914-15 may be an’ exceptional one, but it may, on
the other hand, stimulate an increased demand for Japanese raw silk in
India. It is, however, doubtful whether Japan will ever compete Success-
fully with China in supplying the particular kinds of raw silk most in
demand in this country, for most—if not all—of the Japanese raw silkk
received in India hitherto has been of very inferior quality. The only kinds
vf Japanese raw silk, indeed, which I have found in actual use have been
various chops of “ Doppioni ”. silks, cheap varieties the normal prices of
which are from about 400 to 600 yen, as compared with 900 to 1,000 yen for
the ordinary- products of the Japanese filatures. Considerable attempts
seem to have been made recently to popularize this silk, and I am informed
that one chop was distributed from Bombay bearing a photograph of Sir
Currimbhoy £brahim on the label. This sold before the war at Rs. 9 per
Bombay seer, the “ Chicken  and ““ Rose ” (the two most used of the Sanshu
Douppion chops) selling for Rs. 8-12 and Rs. 8-4 or Rs. 8-8 respectively.
They are said to dye well and not to contain much waste or lose much weight
in the process of bieaching, but it is also stated that they are very coarse and
badly reeled—worse in the latter respect than Mysore silk. Bombay agents
, for Japanese firmis appear to have visited various silk centres in India and
exhibited many varieties of such silk, and one silk merchant in Kumbakonam
showed me a quantity of such sample skeins. In that town—a very large
centre for silk weaving and for the distribution of raw silk throughout the
" Madras Presidency—this Japanese silk is said to have been largely used last
year, but as it was found to be entirely unsuitable for a warp and as its prive
fas now risen from Rs. 8-12 to Rs. 13, it is now apparently hardly used there
at all. The same kind of silk (Sanshu Douppion—" Chicken ”” and ** Rose ”
chops—from Toyo-hashi, Japan) is used at Poona, but only in small quan-
tities for gold thread and not for ordinary weaving. In Conjeeveram, again,
another large silk-weaving centre in the Madras Presidency, the mere men-
tion of Japanese reeled silk evoked exclamations of disgust! This was
because of a consignment of the same kind of silk, received from Bombay two
years ago, which was said to be very coarse, very badly reeled, and generally
unsatisfactory. ‘ _

So long, therefore, as all the first class Japanese silk goes to America or
elsewhere and only the coarsest kinds are received in this country, there is no
possibility of Japapese raw silk ousting Shanghai silk from the market, for
such coarse silk only supplies a restricted demand, »iz., where any kind ot
silk, however coarse, can be used for the weft thread, and cheapness is the
only consideration. Now that the price of such Japanese silk has risen so
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de in Kumbakonam to introduce an exceed-
(I}]ilaing, 1}:0 supply this demand for a very cheap

feavily. an attempt is being
t appears to be so far owing to the

v coarse quality of Indo- o (ms i
siik. If this attempt is successiul, (a8 1 D _
ui\a pness of this siﬁ{, which sells at Rs. 10-15 as against Rs. 13 the present

nice of the Japanese silk), the imports of the latter are likely to decrease.

W hether this happens or not it will be seen that Japan lciam;ot at pre_slint be
regarded as a competitor of Shanghai in the Indian market 011.* ravgr sillk.
 In the supply of waste and kachra China has, until the last two yeaxs,
horne a considerable share, though her consignments have in no yeall' since
1904-05 been equal to those of Japan. Hongkong has also occasionally sent
considerable amounts, and France, Italy, and other countries smaller quan-
tities, but in 1914-15 130,195 lbs. out of a total of 130,252 lbs. were received
rom Japan. o
e 5qSFnce 1910-11 the different kinds of raw silk have not been distinguished
in the returns, but the figures for the years 1905-06 and 1910-11 will indicate
the share borne by the principal importing countries in the supply of the
more important kinds. It must be noted that as the countries which supply
only occasional small quantities have been omitted from this table, the totals
given in each case will not, of course, correspond with the sum Qf t_he items
shown in the list; these totals have, however, been ?deed s0 as to indicate the
share borne by each country in the trade in each kind of silk.

11}

Kinds of silk and chief countries whence imported. 1905-06. ~1910-11.
Iha, 1bs.
Chakaram, Cochin China and Yellow Shanghai— - -
Homgkong . . . . . . .. . . . 52,843 32,546
China . . . . . . . . . . . 438,251 836,805
Maly . . . . L 0L 3,136
Japan . . . . . . . . . . 3,121
ToraL InipORTS . 491,262* 875,608
-
Mathow— ‘
China . . e . . . A 411 2,697
Hongkong . . . . . . . . 95,191 115,330

Torar InporTs 95,602 118,032

Other kinds of Chika—

China - e, A . 87,460 147,414
Hongkong . . . . . . . 162,694 104,741
Torar IMPoRTS . 250,168*‘ - 252,155
Panjam— .
Hongkong . . . . . . . 397,647 T 393431
China . . . . . . . . . . 5,401 3,387
| ToraL ImporTs: . . 403,048 390,818
Siam—
Straits Settlements . . . . . 61,910 81 656
L] . F] ’
S, . . . 11,516
. . . . . 5 Cees
TOTAL ImPORTS -, 74,868* 21,656

Includes smal) consignments from other countries,
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_ From this table it will be scen that while silk fram China (i.c., Shanghat)
increased bet;ween 1905-06 and 1910-11 by more than 458,000 lbs., silk from
Hongkong (i.e., Canton and South China) was reduced by over 62,000 Jbs.
It has been said that the official records for recent years do not show the
amount of the various kinds of raw silk imported into India. Such a record

was, however, kept by the Bombay Customs Office for test purposes only from
January 20th to September 18th, 1913.
. 7 .

Statement showing the total quantity and value of raw silk imported into Bombay from 20th January
1913 to 18th September 1913.

Description. ' Quantity. Value.
lbs. Rs.
Bolhara . . . . . i - . . No imports. -
Inde-Ching — )
Limchow . . . . . R . . . 229 703
Manchong ) l " . . . . 3,858 13,124
Shanfa .« . . e e e e 4t 1,551
Yamechow . . . . . . . . . . 5,658 21,620
Shantung Kath No. 1 . . . ‘ SN . . 6.861 44,927 ‘
~ Ditto No. 3 « v e e 2,635 18.195
s t ‘
TOTAL vE 19,695 1,00,120
|
Yellow Shanghai— ;
Hoing . . . . . . . . . . . ! 74,958 3,40,674
Kobin . . . . . . . . . . . I 56,020 2,37,927
‘Ma.nchow . . . . s . . . . [ 221,856 10,57.060
. Meang s N 97,392 4,76.900
Santan . . . . . . . . » . 33,388 1,80,174
Sichoon . . . . . . . . . 60,405 2,15,561
Nanchan . . . . . ' . . . . 2,783 9,306
ToTAL . 546,802 23,17 6
Thonkoon or Duppion Silk—
(White Shanghai} . . . . . . . . . 11,856 38,356
. . )
Mathow— .
Dankhvala . . . .. . s . . . 46,696 1,84,034
Lari . . . . . . . . . . . ) 21,382 47,627
Torar . 68,078 2,31,661




e '@:I}mt'aizy the /'Jffl’»l[f”’i’”’

i ogieh el

1t

af retie wilke intpmrrtedd indo fanbeyy from 20th .If;,m,,”y

1914 ta 18th Septembey 1913,

(iher kiveds of Chind—

Kath .
Laichow

Mahang or Saisee .

Saem . .
Bieam . .

Tsathie Curic Nos.

Shanghai White—

Laying . .

Lie laying or kakaria

Tsatlie .

Tycham kahang '
Chinkum Pincum

Chikli
Mnokchand
Tysing yang .

Steam .

Penpm—
First Chhap .
Canp—pass .
So—8o No. 1
» n No. 2

noon No. 3

Persiagn

Sium

-

Quantity. Value,
ljrm!}rip”“"-
B, Ba. *
. 111,263 . 103,46y
. 3,156 24,139
. 1,185 4,565
L 949 6,551
. . 8,241 23,566
[ and 2 . 21,985 1,59,740
. ~
’l‘oTAL . 48,759 3,22,333 :
. ... 322 1,682
e e e e, 20,750 1,15,273
e e e e, 13,207 $4,998
e e e e e e 44,736 2,56,659
.. .. .. 19,434 1,06,123
e e e 5,226 31,181
.. . 94,697 542,067
. .. ] 6,124 33,496
e e 672 6,382
e e, . 1,159 5,505
e e .. 4,014 26,855
Toran . 211,331 12,10,221
R e e, 20,152 03,240
B o . 05,978 9,67,146
oo S 65,060 1,45,573
e e 42,017 1,28472 _
' T e 536 1,220
Tora, | 263,643 6,35,651
) AL No fmports.
R 36,083 1,12,557
GRAND TOTAT - T T
TOTAL 1,184,301 51,30,145
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From this it’appears that between those dates 253.6 * Panjam
N / ,643 lbs. of Panjam
?}I;d 6%0;8]1133. of Mathow, were imported into Bombay. Assuming thatjtbe
" %(})Jl(; of these Sﬂks Was 1n the same proportion during the remaining months
° year, and comparing the figures with those given above for 1910-11,
\ ec.ieases are evident in the case of both of these kinds of silk, and especially
11% Lthe case of panjam. These two kinds of coarse silk are the most important
((3] ‘ e 1mports from Hong_kqng; the decrease in them explains, therefore, the
eﬁiease in the total quantity of raw silk from that port, as shown in the
table on page 6. By a similar comparison of the figures a decrease becomes
evident in the quantity c_)f Siam silk imported, but a considerable increase is
apparent in the other kinds of Chinese silks, a particularly heavy consign-
ment being received of “ Minchow,” a yellow Shanghai silk in great demand
nearly all over India for warps. 221,856 lbs. valued at Rs. 10} lakhs of this
kind of silk were imported into Bombay during the ahove mentioned period,
and large quantities of other kinds of silk from Shanghai—Hoing, Kobin,
Meang, Mookchand, etc., were also received. It will be convenient to give
here the sources of these various kinds of raw silk, so far as I have been able
to ascertain them. Minchow, Kobin, Meang, Hoing, Sichoon and Shantung
are all yellow silks imported from Shanghai. Lie-laying (or kakaria) and
Mookchand are white silks from the same port. Panjam, Mathow, Lacklow,
and the yellow and white Kath, etc., are exported from Hongkong, though
the yellow Kath is said to be actually produced in the north and only re-
reeled in Canton. White silk known as Tsatlie is received from both ports.
Appended is a list giving the principal kinds of Chinese raw silk received
in Bombay and the provinces in which they are produced, so far at least as
my information goes. ' ‘

SouTHERN PROVINcEé. NorraERN PROVINCES.
Name of Silk. - Producing Province. Name of Silk. Producing Province.
ICath (white) . N Santan or Shantung . Shantung.
Lacklow . . . Kahing )
' !
Siem . . . . Thonkoon or Duppion . || 00 g
Shivlam . . . Tsatlio
Steam . . . . | & Kwang-tung (Canton). | Hangchow. .
Tsatlie . . . Meang
Hu-pe.
Panjam . . . . Laying
Mathow . . . Lie-laying or kakaria . :
} Kiang-su.
Hanglan . . .y Mookehand .
Mahang or Saisce ., . ) Manchow A
' Kwang-si. L
Tunchuck Sichoon Sz-chuen.
Quangshan . . . | Hunan. Lie-chung J
Fu-chow . . . | Fokien. Kobin . . . . | Ngan-whei.]

NogE.—The kinds of sillt shown in Italics do not appear to be received in India.

By comparing this list with the statement of imports between 20th
" January and 18th September 1913 (page 9 above) it will be seen that very
large consignments were received in Bombay from Shanghai of the produce
of the northern provinces—especially Sz-chuen, Hu-pe, and Kiang-su, and
it appears to be chiefly such kinds of silk that account for the heavy increases
under the head © China raw silk.” Panjam and Mathow are evidently still
received in large quantities from Hongkong, but as has been said above
decreases are evident in these kinds of Canton silk. The fall in the quan-
tity of panjam imported is due to the fact that this very coarse quality pf

VOL. il aQ
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Silk is mostly sent to the Punjab, where it is used very largely by the women,
especiaiiv ab Peshawar, Rawalpindi, etc., as thread for embroidery. Pre-
viousiv the women of the house were accustomed to embroider all the garments
required at the time of marriage, but now-a-days it is said that the amount
of such embroidery has decreased owing to the fact that suitable ready-made
articles can be obtained in the bazar of Japanese or other manufacture. It
would appear, therefore, that the kinds of silk the import of which has so
largelv and steadily increased are the yellow apd white sﬂk_s fron_1 the
northérn provinces, and especially the favourite Minchow, of which twice as
much was imported during the period of which record was kept in 1913, as
of any other individual kind. During those eight months 546,302 lbs. of all
kinds of yellow Shanghai silk were received, the amount of white Shanghai -
being only 211,331 Ibs., of which nearly half was of the kind known as

Mookchand, from Kiang-su. \

6. Hitherto we have been considering the trade of the last ten years. If
we go further back, however, we shall find that the import of China silk has
undergone a complete change of nature during the last half-centuty, which
is of considerable significance to the silk industry of this country.
Geoghegan, writing in 1880,* mentions the following facts. For the years
1861-62 to 1865-66 imports of China silk into Bombay averaged about
1,200,000 Ibs. In 1870-71 they had risen to 2,043,631 lbs. The kind of
China siik chiefly imported was “ punjum “— a very inferior sort, worth
from Re. 1-4 to Re. 1-12 per 1b.” It will be seen therefore, that imports of
raw silk from China into Bombay were in 1870-71 very much the same in
amount as they are to-day, and were considerably larger than they were
during the five years ending 1909-10. In Appendix B (Table I) is a list of
the imports from China to Bombay from about the date of which Geoghagan
writes until the present day. This table will show that at that time the
imports were almost wholly from Hongkong,—i.e., were very largely Canton
silk. The finer qualities of silk from the Treaty Ports arrived in gradually
increasing quantity, but it was not until the beginning of the present cen-
tury that they first out-weighed the Canton silk imports. Until then the
import of panjam and mathow was normally from about one third to nearly
one half of the whole import from China. Since that date imports from
Shanghai have risen, until they were in 1914-15 nearly three times as great
as those from Hongkong. " Bearing in mind the difference between the Can-
ton and the North China silks, and the nature of panjam and mathow, these
facts can lead to only one conclusion, viz., that whereas formerly imported
silk was very largely used for purposes of embroidery, only a comparatively .
small portion of it was used for ordinary weaving, for both mathow and
panjam are too coarse to be employed for that purpose. Reference has
already been made to the decline of embroidery in the Punjab and North-West
Frontier Province, and this must be taken, 1n view of the above figures, to
apply to the whole of those portions of India which used Chinese silk. In.
place of very coarse silk for embroidery, fine thread for weaving is now being
imported in far greater quantities than hitherto. When' therefore it is sald
that 1n 1870 the import of Chinese silk was very much what it is to-day, it
must be remembered that in the former year a very large proportion of that .
silk was coarse Canton produce, unfit for weaving purposes, whereas the bulk
of the modern import is fine North China weaving silk. At that time such
fine silk as was then imported came mostly from the Persian Gulf, and was,
according ‘to Geoghegan, in great request in Ahmedabad. Imports
o3 Persian silk were, according to the same authority, 86,303 lbs. in 1861-62,
23,000 Ibs. in 1865-66, and 10,000 lbs. in 1866-67. By 1870-71 they had
risen to 42,558 lbs. There was also an average import of 100,000 lbs. from
Bengal into Bombay by sea during the five years ending 1870-71. A small
quantity of this, together with some 300,000 Ibs. of China silk, was re-
exported to Karachi. Both these ‘imports have entirely ceased. Imports
from Persia were in 1882-83 over 100,000 Ibs. in amount and nearly Rs. 5
Jakhs in value, and “ Persian ” silk was also received in considerable quan-
- T ua

* “ Some Account of Silk in India.”
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tities from Russia and Turkey in Asia. The disappearance of this kind of
silk from the Indian market synchronized with the growth of the North
China imports. In 1899-00 the raw silk imported from Persia amounted
. only to 8,463 lbs.; in the following year it fell to about 4,400 lbs.; and in
11901-02 to 382 lbs. Since then practically none of this kind of silk has
reached Bombay. “The following table will illustrate these remarks, and show
the proportions in which the various kinds of silk were imported in 1876-77.
1t may be compared with the tables on pages 8 and 9 and will reveal the extent

of the change which has taken place in India.

Imports of raw silk into Bombay in 1876-77.

Kind of silk and whence imported. Tba. Bs.
Flogs—
From Arabia . . .. . 57 456
. 4
s»» China—Hongkong . . 983 9,068
w - s TreatyPorts . . o - 1 18
ToraL 1,041 9,642
Chaharam and Cochin China—
From Aden . : 128 630
,»  China—¥Hongkong . . - . . 68,010 3,14,961
" »  Lreaty Ports . .. . 10,983 52,061
b Straits Settlements . . . . 239 1,189
ToTAL 79,358 3,68,841
’Mathowi-
From China—Hongkong . . . . 2,802 6,188
ToTAL 2,802 . 5,188
Other kinds of China— )
From United Kingdom . . . . .+ . - 129 806
., Egypt—Alexandria L. . 405 2,835
w . Suez .. R 12,229 77,643
,» Coylon . . . . 1 4
,» China—Hongkong . 228,414 17,44,839
» .  Treaty Ports . . . . 10,856 T
\ Toraw 252,033 19,03,391
Panjam and Kachra— -
From Egypt—Suoz K . . . . . 1,080 4,680
. China—Honglong . 728,395 11,06,203
" " Treaty Ports . . . . . 19,111~ 30,371
,» dapan . . . . . . . . . 1 1
ToTAL 743@97 11,41,255

3
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Imports of raw silk into Bombay in 1876-77—oontd.

Kind of silk and whenee imported. Ibs. Rs.
e reigh—
From United Kingdom . . . . . . . . - 16 08
Austria—Trieste . . . . . . 2,474 9,806
Arabia . . . . . . . . 194 776
Persia C e, 36,943 1,50,851
» Turkey in Asia—Bussorah . . . . - 1,012 3,795
Bagdad . . . . . 3,534 13,602
ToTaL ; 44,173 1,79,016
) .
Siam—
From China—Hongkong . .. . . - . . 278 695
s Straits Settlements . . . 61,174 1,11,949
TotaL . 51,452 1,12,644
Other kinds— .
From United Kingdom . . . . . . . 2 35
» Aden .. . . . . .. . 327 572
ToTar . 329 607
ToTAL OF BAW SILK 1,179,785 37,20,48¢

MANUFACTURED SILK.

7. The total import of silk yarn, noils and warps, and all kinds of
manufactured silk, into British India during 1913-14 amounted in value to
Rs. 3,10 lakhs. TIn 1914-15 there was a heavy fallrowing to the outhreak of
war,* the amount being only Rs. 1,94 lakhs, the lowest since 1906-07. Bombay,
importing about 80 per cent. of the total was naturally greatly affected by
this decrease. In 1913-14 her share of the imports amounted to Rs. 2,28
lakhs whereas in 1914-15 the figure only reached Rs. 1,55 lakhs. Re-exports
amounted to a little over Rs. 5 lakhs "Adding the figures for coastwise and
railborne trade the balance-sheet of the transactions of Bombay Port Town
in manufactured silk during 1914-15 will read as follows :—

A}

Bombay Port Town Trade in manufactured silk, 1914-15.

—_— Imports, Exports,
Bea-borne— o BT BRs. - Rs.
. t
Yarns, Noils and Warps . . 32,10,424 10,012
Foreign Piece-goods 1,23,78,670 5.16,254
Indian Piece-goods e - 1,55,588

« * Vide A;)pendix A,
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Bombay Port Town Trade in manufa’ctwed silk, 1914-15—contd.

- ) Imports. Exports.
Coastwise— Rs. Rs.
Foreign Piece-goods . e e e e, 8,432 1,44,975
By Rail— . L ¢
1. To other Presidencies— '
Foreign Piece-goods . . .. . . . 332 4,29,380
Indistm Piece-goods . . . . . . 32,653 4,950
2, Within the Presider:cy—- .
Foreign Piece-goods . . . . . . 1,11,110 6,201
Indian Piece-goods . .7 . . . . . 3,510 8,640
Toran . 1,57,45,131 12,76,090
Deduct Exports 12,76,090
c
NET InPORTS 1,44,69,041

A similar balance-sheet for Bombay Presidency is appended :—

Imports. Exports.
Coastwise— Rs. Rs.
Indian Piece-goods . . . . 14,849 7,814
By Rail— | ) ‘
1. Other Presidencies—
Foreign Piece-goods B . 182
2. With Bombay Port— - -
Foreign Piece-goods . . . 6,291 1,11,110
Indien Piece-goods . . . . . . . . 8,640 3,510
ToraL . 19,780 1,22,618
Deduct Imports . e 19,78
Ner Exeorrs . qaee 102,838

Bombay Port, therefore, makes a net export of Indian piece—goods to the
value of over Rs. 1,30,000, but is left with a very heavy net import of foreign
manufactures. With regard to the latter, however, very considerable
allowance must be made for goods despatched by post and by passenger train
as parcels, the bulk of this apparent net import being probably accounted for
in this way. The Presidency shows a net export of about Rs. 1,05,000 value
in foreign manufactures. Reference to the table for transactions in raw silk
on page 2 will show that during the same year it imported about 544,000 1bs.
of foreign raw silk. The case of Indian silk raises a difficulty, for in spite
of the fact that Bombay produces no silk at all, the tables show a net ex

i : - hort
of a little under 5,000 lbs. of Indian raw silk (vide table on page 2). The
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appended table for the year 1913-14 will, however, explain this apparenjt
ancomalv. since in that year the Bombay Presidency was left with a net_rlmpt?ld
ot 17500 1bs. of Indian raw silk, of which a part may have been re-exporte

in 1914-15. !

Balance-sheel of transactions of Bombay Presidency in 1913-14.

InpraNy RAw SIiixk. INDIAN PIECE-GOODS.
Imports. Expoxtﬁ. Imports. Exports, '
Ibs. Tbs. . Ra. Rs.
Coasiwise . . . . . . . 112 3,112 8,471 1,209
By Rail—
Other Presidencies . . . . 4,907 5,650 3,798 5,598
BombayPort . . . . . . 74,100 52,554 | 31,206
ToTAL . 79,119 61,316 43,535 6,807
Deduct Exports . 61,316 . - 6,807
Ner InpORTS e 17,803 - 36,728

The net imports of Indian silk manufactures were in 1914-15 over
Rs. 12,000 in value, and in 1913-14 over Rs. 36,700. The Presidency does not
appear, therefore, to manufacture sufficient Indian raw material into cloth
to satisfy its own demand, but is forced to import also from other sources.

During the last ten years there has been a very marked increase in the

?uantity of manufactured silk goods imported into Bombay, as will be seen
rom the following table :—

Import of silk manufdctures into Bombay by seq.

Year. S Yalue in Rs.
190506 . . . . . . . . . . 13998751
1906-07 . . . . . . . . . . 192387274
1907-08 . . . . . ... .. 14289336
1908-09 . . . . . . . . . . 14836763
1909-10 . . . . L. L. 15837129
191011, . . . . L. ... 20375850
w12 . . L L L L L L. 1,02.851T5
91213 . . . L 0L L L 21424019
91314 . . . . .. ... . 29605930
415 . . . . 0 L. .. 155,809,004

-The fall in 1914-15 is obviously chiefly due to the war. The decrease was
most evident in the case of mixed goods of silk and cotton, which come mainl
~from Europe and which fell by Rs. 34 lakhs. Piece-goods fell by Rs. 26
lakhs, and yarns, noils and warps by nearly Rs. 10 lakhs. Otherwise the
increase hag been steady, and is especially marked between 1909-10 and
1910-11, when it amounted to Rs. 45 lakhs, Piece-goods accounted for Rs. 29
lakhs of this amount ; mixed goods following with an increase of Rs. 13 lakhs;
?Hd‘ yarns, noils and warps with Rs. 8 lakhs. The countries chiefly partici-.
pating In this increase were J apan, the value of whose consignments of piece-
goods rose by Rs. 16 lakhs and of yarns, noils and warps by Rs. 4 lakhs:
France with an increase of Rs, 6% lakhs in mixed goods and Rs. 6 lakhs in
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TR ies and the
lakhs. The following table shows the principal importing countries a

; ] ay.—
value of the goods imported by each into Bomb K R
» Import of Yarn, L’oilsl Trom : From AI;E?;:I:L ]f‘ rcm; é;fﬁi: JI;, r};ﬁ:

and Warps in the United Iv. Sgypt. .

m bjgfr Kingdom. Haly Hungary. °
- Rs Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs.

191415 . . .0 198468 | 3,560,807 |\ 3,208 150,723 | 24,75,624

191814 . . .| 280670 | 1L,01,241 2,565 2,62,501 | 25,09,511
1909-10 ¢ . . . 5,66,333 12,49,457 1,42,703 2,51,280 3,01,879 9,91,589
1905-06 . . 5,71,093 18,00,639 10,68,773 3,64,923 .- 60,739

From this table it will be clear how largely Japan has captured this
market and how little the war has affected her supply, in spite of a fall from
Rs. 413 lakhs to Rs. 32 lakhs in the total amount imported into Bombay in
1914-15. * The supply from Italy was already steadily diminishing, and in
1914-15 1t fell from Rs. 11 lakhs to Rs. 3% lakhs : the decrease in the case of
China and the United Kingdom is also noteworthy. Imports from France
also have fallen greatly during the last two or three years. The large and
increasing demand for spun silk is explained by the fact that it is supplied in
warps and skeins ready prepared. Large quantities of Japanese spun-silk .
yarn and warps find their way from Bombay Port to the Bombay Presidency
and to the Punjab, and the yarn is also used in the Madanpura quarter of
Benares city. In the Bombay Presidency the yarn of the T ujigasu Spinning
Co. is used at Poona for the weft thread on a warp of Chinese silk. In
Ahmedabad the use of such silk is said to have greatly increased of recent
vears, the quantity of reeled silk having decreased. In that city the Vijay
Weaving Works (employing 21 fly-shuttle looms) uses, besides mercerised
cotton, a certain quantity of Japanese spun-silk yarn (from the Kanegafuchi
Spinning Co.) which is said to cost Rs. 6 per Ib. (of 39 tolas), for the produc-
tion of plain suitings, for which the demand is said to be greater than the
supply, owing to the difficulty of getting labour and to the high price of the
yarn. In Surat both the Kanegafuchi and the Fujigasu silks (both yarn and
warps) are in use, the chief importer being not a silk merchant but 3 general
store-keeper. Here a spun-silk warp is combined with a mercerised cotton or

spun-silk weft, and one weaving-master combines g thread of spun-silk with

two of Chinese silk (Mearg) for a warp, using Chinese silk (Minchow) for

the weft. The woven cloth is exported to Burma. Most of the i ich 1

sent to the Punjab goes first to Amritsar, from which centre it i: g{is\:rlg}laﬁelg
to Mulpan, Lu'dluaua, Peshawar, ete. Spun silk from the Fujigasu Co. is
found in Amritsar and Multan, but only Swiss spun silk appeaTs to be in
use at Peshawar. The price of the J apanese article.is said to be Rs. 60 for 51
seers In. Amritsar and it is used for manufacturing chaddars and turh :
for suitings. The Kashmir Weaving Co., Amrj de use of
Japanese spun-silk yarn ' )

Is, however, from the David Sassoon Alliance Mi1] 5
in the same count, as the Japanese ;Llrtioliaance ol
to satisfy the rectpients. This Mill, T
fguﬁfmﬁig/ 2R 2112 tfil%/si 4&3% Veli% rar}(}ﬂy of any other count. The price is

| 3 - ‘-2 PEr 1n., wher . . s
o£ the same count and denomination is R:ai-ghgroli t};i(?hoa%nﬁlhagspun yarn -
{h rn,fagam of the same count, and denomination Rs’ 4.8 & Japan-spun

eretore be only a matter of adyert; 5. &0 per Ib. - It should

in the Tndian market tg achieve th:esm e Bomba{y I artile Sulficiently

substituti ] :
for the Japanese goods so commonly in uzzlti‘;t:;%g %ut}'us article on the looms

njab.

understand, mostly 8pins yarns of

In Multan there 18 a consi
: . ol . .
combined ik oot islilderable demand for spun silk, which is ejthep

sed for g warp with a wef; of Bokhara or
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plece-goods; Germany, with an addition of Rs. 7% lakhs' worth of mixed
goods; Italy, with an increase of Rs. 3 lakhs in mixed goods and Rs. 2 iakhs in
Jyarns, ete.; and China (excluding Hongkong), which increased its supplies of
l_Jlece-goodsﬁ by Rs. 4 lakhs. Hongkong and the United Kingdom also showed
mnereases of Rs. 2 lakhs each. On the other hand, Belgium’s mixed goods fell
off by Rs. 4 lakhs, Egypt showed a decrease of Rs. 3 lakhs, and Austria-
Hungary of Rs. 1 lakh, J apan was therefore responsible for nearly oue half
of the increase. . Further details of imported foreign manufactures will be
found under their appropriate headings.

. ... The enormous rise in importance of this trade during the last forty years
1s 1llustrated by the following figures :—

In T872-73 the total value was under Rs. 25 lakhs. In 1873-74 it rose -
to Rs. 27 lakhs and in the two succeeding years to Rs. 314 and Rs. 312 respec-
tively, falling in 1876-77 to less thau Rs. 21% lakhs. Practically the whole
import was 1n silk piece-goods, only from Rs. 4 lakhs to Rs. 11 lakhs being
mixed goods and other kinds of silk. The principal source of supply was in
1876-77 Hongkong, which accounted for Rs. 13 lakhs out of a total of Rs. 20
lakhs’ worth of piece-goods. Italy sent piece-goods valued at about Rs. 23
lakhs, France Rs. 14 lakhs, and the United Kingdom Rs. 1 lakh; and imports
from Persia were valued at above Rs. 3 lakh. Mixed goods reached rather
less than Rs. 1% lakhs, of which the United Kingdom supplied nearly two-
thirds, and Italy most of the remainder. When_we compare these figures with
those for 1918-14, when the imports amounted to Rs. 2,96 lakhs, it will be seen
how greatly the demand for silk goods of foreign manufacture has increased
in British India.

- Foreign manufactures. Silk yarn, noils and warps.

8. Practically the whole of the import trade in these articles passes
through Bombay Port, the share borne by the other Indian ports being less than
.a tenth of the whole. It will be convenient therefore to treat of the whole
import trade in such articles into India in this place. Yarns, noils and warps
have been separately enumerated in the Sea-borne Trade Returns since 1905,
and the following table gives the quantity and value of the imports of such
articles since that. year :— )

Import into British India of silk yarn, noils and warps.

Year. ‘ Quantity in Ibs. Value in Ra.

190506 . . . . . ... 1,066,909 39,74,550
100607 . . . . .. 670,616 27,81,358
1907-08 . . . .« .o o w ] 395,723 22,70,273
100809 . Lo Lo s02s6 . 38,66,884
190910 . .. . . ..o 876,173 136,75,640
191011 . . . ... e 923,315 40,063,365
191112 . . . . e e 942,738 41,83,770
191213 . . . e e e e L143,015 - 40,903,905
191314 . . . e e e e e 1,167,630 - 45,81,705

From this table it will be seen that imports have steadily increased of
recent years.

The most noticeable feature of this import trade is th_e rapid rise in the
quantity received from Japan. In 1905-06 the value of its goods imported
into Bombay was Rs. 60,739 out of a total import of nearly Rs. 39 lakhs: in
1913-14 it supplied goods to the value of Rs. 25 lakhs out of a total of Rs. 41%
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Chinese (Hoing) silk, the latter kind of cloth selling for Re. 1-6 to Rs. 2 a
yard. In the Madras Presidency spun silk was gi%en a trial a few years
ago, and dppears to have been generally rejected on the ground that it
would not take dyes well. This seems to have been the experience of the
merqha‘nts of most of the largest silk centres in the Presidency, such as
Conjeeveram, Salem, Trichinopoly and Kumbakonam. At the last-men-
tioned place, however, one of the principal importers speaks of obtaining
further supplies of it, owing to the high price of reeled silks at present.
The only important centre of the Madras Presidency which still seems
to use spun silk in any quantity is Madura, and even there only a small
percentage of the total quantity of silk used is spun, and it is admitted that
the dyes—which are aniline only—are not fast upon this kind of silk. In
this place only Milan warps appear to be used, so that apparently no Japanese
spun silk, or at any rate only a negligible quantity, is used in this Presidency.
The average yearly value of these articles imported into Madras was from
1905-06 to 1909-10 a little under Rs. 7,000, and from 1910-11 to 1914-15 a
little over the same amount. The import rose, however, in 1912-13 and
1913-14 to Rs. 16,746 and Rs. 13,279 respectively, owing to consignments
from Japan which first arrived in those years. = Previous to 1910-11 the
principal exporting countfy was, after the United Kingdom, Austria-
Hungary (Free Ports) and in 1905-06 Italy. In 1912-13,1913-14 and 1914-15
the value of the Japanese consignments was Rs. 9,450, Rs. 5,200 and Rs. 5,200
respectively, the value of the imports from the United Kingdom in the same
years being Rs. 6,646, Rs. 7,657 and Rs. 839 respectively, these two countries
- dividing between them the total import. The Japanese consignments to this
- Presidency may, however, be regarded as in the nature of samples, and the

comparatively large imports of the years 1912-13 and 1913-14 are not likely
. to be equalled in the near future unless spun silk is adopted much more

- extensively than at present owing to the high prices ruling for reeled silks.*

Spun silk from Switzerland is used in the Punjab and is said to cost

. Rs. 10 a seer, dyed. Italian silk waste yarn (“Stag” Brand) is also used in
 Amritsar, in smaller quantities, but does not appear to go to Peshawar,
where, however, the Swiss article is used for embroidery, for the padding of
gold thread, and for the manufacture 6f naras or azdrbands, a web-cloth for

scarves, etc., made by a rough process of knitting upon a wooden frame.¥ The -

same kind of articles, viz., azdrbands and pardndds (knitted hair-nets), are also
- made from silk waste yarn at Amritsar. A certain amount of Italian spun
silk appears also to be used in the Bombay Presidency, and some is said to go
to Benares. Shanghai also supplies a cheap warp, though I have not come
across it in actual use. It will thus be seen how widely and for what various
“purposes spun silk and waste yarn is used, both on account of its comparative
cheapness and on account of its convenience, since not only does it not require
winding into various qualities of good or waste, as in the case of most reeled
silk, but it can also be obtained ready for use in the form of a warp.

There does not appear to be any special characteristic of the Japanese
brands which recommends them to the Indian buyer. All quaht;es, from the
finest possible to the thick coarse yarn used in the Punjab for azarbancis,’etc.,
are supplied by Italy, and as has been mentioned above, the product of the
Bombay Mills appears entirely able to take the pl:stce of the Japanese s:omis
The only reason why the Japanese article has achieved so great a popularity
(the extent of which may be judged from the import figures) appears to he the
energy of the Japanese exporters, who through their agents in India have
flooded the market with the right article at the right time. S. Manzato, of
B. G. Gorio and Co., Bombay, ascribes the success of the Japanese over the
Ttalian article to cheap labour in the former country, but I have not been able
to compare the prices of Japanese and Italian spun silk of exactly the same
qua,lit;y, and without such a comparison it is impossible to judge hm';v far this
is the case. Italy, however, appears sometimes to experience a certain amount
of difficulty in obtaining sufficient material, and on occasion imports consign-

)

<

* V'ide noto on page 36.
The procoss of manufacture of those art
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icles is desoribed and illustrated ip the Punjab Monogra.ph on the
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ments of waste silk from Kashmir. It 1s dl‘ﬂicult to say \\jlth1 ang CL%[‘ tl?l??;,
whether the demand for such silk in India will continue to 1nlc‘1eas) s £0 o
is daing so in the Punjab at present is beyond doubt, and it a E}O ﬂtl P]k-dealers
the case in the Bombay Presidency. Tt 1s possible, however, tha t}S]1 o in the
in those provinces wili finally come to the same Conclus110n_1is A?t; et
Mariras Presidency and will reject it in favour of 1'eele§ s;}k. ; a%l e
however, the comparatively high prices ruling for reeled silks Od ! s
leads to the conclusion that a still greater increase in the demand for spu :
#ilks will follow, and there is no reason to suppose _thab for_ thga presendb 'MP
decrease is to be expected in the total quantity of this material imported into
India. ‘

- Goods of silk mized with other materiuls.

9. Articles of this nature are supplied chiefly by France, Italy, Germany
and the United Kingdom and in consequence of the war there was a very
heavy fall in the amount imported last year. The figures for the last ten
years show an increase in this class of goods, the average import for the five
years ending 1908-09 being about Rs. 304 lakhs, and that for the five years
ending 1913-14 nearly Rs. 38 lakhs. The value of such goods imported in
that year reached over Rs. 50 lakhs, but in 1914-15 it fell to less than Rs. 164
lakhs. The shares borne by the principal importing countries in 1913-14
were—Germany Rs. 16} lakhs, France Rs. 14 lakhs, United Kingdom Rs. 10
lakhs, and Italy Rs. 74 lakhs. All these countries have participated in the
Increase in recent years, except France whose trade has remained on much the
same level as it wasin 1904-05. Hongkong, which was formerly a competitor;
- has dropped to comparative insignificance in the last few years. Japan has

not as yet seriously contested this trade.. Of the principal countries the war
- has affected the United Kingdom most seriously and Ttaly least. The imports .

of the former fell from Rs. 10 lakhs to Rs. 80,000 in value, whereas those of

Italy fell only from Rs. 7} to Rs._4 lakhs. Germany’s imports fell from

Rs. 164 to Rs. 3 lakhs, and those of France from Rs. 141 to Rs. 6 lakhs in
value.

The demand for these articles seems to be greatest in the Bombay Presi-
dency and the Punjab. There must be a considerable export of this nature
from Bombay Port to Amritsar and Delhi, where they are sold in large
quantities. They include silk flowered grenadines from Switzerland, cotton
and silk goods of various kinds from France, and imitation silk saris from.
Austria-Hungary, these being of cotton embroidered with silk and imitation
gold thread. Details of these articles will be given later, when we come to
deal with the Punjab import of manufactured silk. German mixed velvets
and satin were also imported in large quantities vntil the outhreak of the
war. Mr. Ghamat, of the Bombay Customs Department, has kindly collected
a number of samples of these and forwarded them to me. The satins are of
all kinds—plain or self-coloured, corded satin brocade, satin embroidered
with silk spots and flowers, and figured satin brocade similarly embroidered,
varying in price from about 82d. to 1s. 33d. per yard. They are sold in
iengths of 32-3 yards or 35-6 vards, the widths varying from 161 to 24 inches.
They all agree, however, in the brilliance of their dyes, the hideousness of
their colour-effects and the cheapness and flimsiness of their material.
The velvets are apparently of cotton or cotton backed silk, and are
supplied in lengths of 25 to 30 vards. The former cost 1].%’01. to 13d
per yard in width of 18inches; the latter vary from 1is, 414 to 1s. 8.
per vard, the widths being 171 to 18 inches. There is a vérv wide rnngc;
of colours—blue, purple, cerise, green, hottle-green. chocolate 1; sht and da rk
violet, scarlet light and dark, hlack, jetblack and gold. The ing?enui;w shown
In preparing the sample boxes of these velvets js especially notewor't]{y the
goods heing set out in the most striking possible way. I do not know of an
reason why all these articlés should not be manufactured in India. if a mg (k {
continues for such inferior goods. In the Puniab, to which these aratlirc]eq
largely go, the popular taste appears to subordinate durability and quaﬁf{f

te brilliance of colouring and cheapness, and it certainly ought to he possible
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to supply what 1s needed within the country. It would, no doubt, be a
misfortune for skilled silk weavers to turn their hands to the manufacture of
shoddy articles of this kind, but it should be possible to set up the industry
side by side with the existing weaving, especially in places where silk-weaving
has aiready disappeared or is dying out, (as, for example, in Ahmednagar),

and where weavers are still available though they have been driven to take up
other occupations. |

Silk piece-goods.

10. The total import of pure silk goods into Bombay in 1914-15 was
valued at Rs. 1,06 lakhs, showing a decrease of over Rs. 26 lakhs from the
preceding year. As the Eastern countries supply well over 90 per cent. of the
whole amount the fall cannot wholly be ascribed to the war, and it should
probably be partly referred to the growing competition of mercerised cotton
goods in the market. A decrease was already apparent in 1913-14, though
this chiefly affected not the Bombay but the Burma market, which in the case
of goods of this description receives about 30 per cent. of the total import
into India. Until that year, however, imports during the last ten years have
shown a fairly steady increase, the value having risen from Rs. 69 lakhs in
1902-03 to Rs. 1,34 lakhs in 1912-13. The following table gives the total
value of silk piece-goods imported into Bombay during various years, and
the share borne by the chief importing countries, for comparison :—

f |
IFrom Japan. | From China. | From Hong- From France Total Tmport.
_ In Rs. In Rs. kong. In Rs. In Rs. In Rs.
lakhs. lakhs. fakhs. lakhs. lakha,
During 1902-03 . . . . 17% " 20 14 13 60
. Averdge for 5 years ending 1907-08 . 30 20 15 5% 3
Average for 5 years ending 191213 55 30 18} 7 13
During 1913-1‘4_: . - . G4} 35 224 7 1324
During 1914-15 . . . . 46 314 23 3 106

It will be seen that French goods, after losing their original position in
the market ten years ago, have since then remained tairly steady until last
year. The other three countries have all had some share in supplying the
increased demand, but Japanese articles now amount to nearly one half of
the total import of pure silk goods. The success of the Japanese goods
seems to be due, more than anything else, to the aptitude shown by that coun-
try in fitting the supply exactly to the demand, as in the case of silk yarus
and warps, and to the variety of the articles which it puts upon the market.
It is said that Japanese agents visit the merchants in Bombay, and other of
the chief silk centres of India, every few months and enquire into the exact
nature of the demand, the particular type of silk cloth most readily sold, and
even the particular patterns most suited to the public taste. The style and
quality of the seris and other articles of clothing most in fashion is cavetully
observed, and fresh patterns adapted to the popular taste of the moment are
regularly exported to India. Where other countries monopolise the markets
with goods of a particular description, no time is lost in manufacturing and
putting upon the market articles of the same or similar nature and pattern.
Ten years ago all the flowered silk (kokaku) imported into India came from
France. Now the whole supply comes from Japan. The same is true of
damask. Some white embossed satin, for which there is'notso great a
~ demand, still comes from Irance, but it is said to cost nearly 50 per cent.
more than the Japanese article. The following list of the different kinds of
silk piece-goods imported from Japan into Bombay will give some idea of the
extent and variety of the trade:—gauze (flowered, chicken, plain, khaka,
satin pati, chokdi); paj (plain, flowered, chick_en, doria, duranga, painted,
rainhow); crepe (plain, chicken, kha&a, painted); - kanavez (roll, plain,

D2
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» 1 " . v‘; ] / f -)t 311
suranca, chokdi, satin pal, wam}'ed,, g01%~en1|)]?01d818(1); pineappLe (plain,
sutin pan, chokdi, rainbow, chatai, chicken). _ _ . i

\\}"ixh this list5 may be compared the fo)llowmg l(lslt of Slikd afftistlae;i {111)11}1?;[2161

* (ola ed); gauze (plain and flowered); ;
from China :—gatpot (plain and flowered); gauze (p _ s and
e s D i red): da. (ustrin, and satin (all plain a
crepe; paj (plain and ﬂowe_led), hoziia, T S S ar borders:
ﬁex{’ereﬁ); satin mashru (striped and five striped); ta‘nﬁhm,fzzw_,) _bgzgf dos
saris-golas—(i.e., bordered saris); and dupetas (generally ol paj);
cheap piece-goods of wild silk. . ’ 4 there is.a large market
N + [ M E . B 3, a' u .

For puj in particular, both plain and flowered, there 1S [
This is al[s;ojproduced by the Bombay Mills, but the general complaint :Ls miﬁe
that the Mills work on conservative lines and are much less ready t 314)311 te
Japanese to bring out new patterns. They are con_sequently less able (;
supply the market with the particular patterns and kinds of silk cloth mos

in demand at the moment. _ 4 .
The extent to which Japan has captured the trade in these articles 1s
instanced by the fact that the goods of that country have retained their
_ position in the market, in spite ot the price having gone up from 25 per cent.
to 75 per cent. owing to the war. The silk trade appears to be the barometer
of financial prosperity in the United States of America, and at the present
time her demand for Japanese goods has so enormously increased that prices
have risen very high, yet none the less Japanese silk piece-goods far out-
numbered those of any other country in the lndian market during 1914-15.
The superior method and oérganization of the Japanese trade is shown
not only in such important matters as the adaptation of supply to demand
but also in the atiention paid to the smallest details of good management.
For example, all the silk goods from Japan arrive at Bombay Port caretully
packed in tin-lined cases. This is not the case with any of the Shanghai or
other Chinese silk manufactures. Similarly, all heavy Japanese silks bear
a Government stamp giving the weight of the article, revealing more careful
supervision than is elsewhere provided. ' ‘

I cannot venture an§ opinion as to how far this organization is the result.
" of private enterprise, and how far it is due to Government intervention, but
there can be no doubt whatsoever that the trade in Indian silk goods cannot-
liope, without organization, to compete with the highly organized trade of
Japan. Whether, so organized, it can compete with any success, will depend
upon the industrial conditions prevailing in these two countries. The success
of the Japanese goods is sometimes referred to the cheaper and more efficient
labour which is said to be available in that country, but there is no clear-
evidence that labour in India, similarly organized, could not be as efficient
as that of Japan. Nor would such a condition by any means explain the
greater diversity and variety of Japanese goods, and the frequent failure in
this country to supply the public with what it needs. The demand prevail-
ing in North-West India for finely-woven and highly-finished silk piece-goods
has been met, almost entirely, from outside, through imports from Japan
and China, the supply received from Benares or the Bombay Mills being com-
paratively very small, and that obtained from the local looms almost negli-
gible. It is, of course, possible that superior organization is mot the root
cause of the Japanese success, but only a contributory factor, the fundamental
reason lying in the difference of conditions of labour in the two countries,
This would be the case if the Japanese labourer is compelled by circumstances
to work in the silk industry at a lower wage, when the Indian labourer is able
to employ himself more profitably in other industries. Whether this is so
or not is a question which can only be auswered by a study on the spot of the
conditions prevailing in Japan. If it should be found to be the case it is
obvious that although organization must always be beneficial success in this
particular industry must rest with the country which is able to put its goods
on the market at the lowest price. Sentimental considerations wiil certainly
not go very far in persuading an intending customer to pay more for an article
which he might obtain at a lower price. In this connection I may be allowed
to quote Mr. Cumming’s “ Review of the Industrial Position and Prospects in
Bengal in 1908 7 :—“ At a time w}}fn so much is said and written about the
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support of local industri i ladi

surs of Chinese silk 1:1;31?1’1 geltlgﬂh ladleg of the betier class are purchasing
ference o the Calogite o ctured in Japan and sold 1 Calcutoa in pre-
Bengal,—and mciee:il iaéeOI the Benares products.” This 1s not only true of
Japan should nof ey ehno Teason why vhe case should be otherwise, or way
1656 876 the cace Joy the fruits ol 1ts superior industry and initiative, i1
50 different in o COL 1€s succgss. Unle_ss, however, conditions vi labour are
reason why an effe tOl.In Ly as to preclude successtul competition, there 1s no
put to their full uge tslgglggtlllll? tlbe made, by ncans of sound organization, to
oF Silk axe very congidesalls al resources of this country, which in the case

-

Other silk manufactures and silk substitutes.

~11. Other articles of silk manufacture are of small importance. They
%Illclucie phread_tor sewlng, and amounted 1n vatue to Rs. 1,02,765 1 1914-1..
I'he United Kingdom, Japan and Germany are the principal exporting coun-
tries,” supplying about 50 per cent., 20- per cent. and 16 per cent. Tes-
pectively 1n 1y13-14, though last year German goods amouated only 1o
about 4 per cent. of the whole, Japanese goods rising to about 30
per cent. Besides silk goods, however, mention must be made of mer-
cerised cotton yarn, and piece-goods of cotton and artificial silk.
I'hese articles have only been separately recorded in the returns since

last year and it is, therefore, not possible to compare the amounts

imported previously. They are now oi considerable importance, imports
of mercerised cotton into Bombay amounting in 1914-15 to 1,530,324
lbs., valued at Rs. 23,42,741, and o1 goods of cotton and artificial silk to a
value of Rs. 3,47,877. It may be mentioned here that artificial silk is also
frequently used for the embroidery on Japanese piece-goods, sold as pure
silk. This is an abuse all the more difficult to check in that petty dealers in
this country are very frequently ignorant as to what is, and what is not, real

-silk. Thus for example spun silk is often regarded as no more real silk than

artificial silk or even mercerised cotton, and would certainly be classed with
those articles, by many such dealers, as a silk substitute. It would be a

“ decided check upon a deception which trades upon this ignorance if it were

- possible for all pure silk articles, whether of spun or of reeled silk, to be

-

stamped as such at the time of clearing the goods at the Customs. Articles
of cotton and artificial silk are, of course, acknowledged as such, and are so

recorded in the returns. They come mostly from England, only about 3 per

cent. of the total import being received from other countries. Imports into
Karachi of the same kind of goods amounted in value to Rs. 15,884, almost
entirely from the United Kingdom. ‘

Mercerised cotton yarn is chiefly supplied by the British Empire and
Japan. In 1914-15 the imports of this article from the former were valued

"at Rs. 12,53,678 and those from the latter at Rs. 10,85,068. Small quan-

tities were also received from Switzerland and Germany. In addition to
these quantities received . in Bombay, imports into Karachi of the sawe
material were valued at Rs. 242,899 and were supplied by the l mte’f:i
Kingdom, Italy and Switzerland, the value of the imports being Rs. 1.82.023,
Rs. 8,476 and Rs. 52,400 respectively. Mercerised cotton yarn 1s used very
extensively in the Bombay Presidency and in the Punjab, and the Madras
Presidency draws its supplies of the _Ja,pa:nese article from Bombay_, only
European mercerised cotton being received in the Madras Ports. It is not
however used in very great quantity in that Presidency. In Benares, on
the other hand, the value of this material consumed in the town is said
to amount to Rs. 2 or Rs. 3 lakhs. All this must be received from Bombay,
for in 1914-15 only 1,450 lbs., valued at Rs. 2,350, were reqewed in Calcutta.
The dyed article is no longer used there owing to the high price of dyes,
and the Japanese is ordinarily used, it being less costly than the English.
Tt is also used in Benares for the manufacture of very coarse gold thread,
which is prepared in the town. The use of this article in the Funjab
will be discussed in the chapter which deals with that province. In the
Bombay Presidency there is a large demand. In Ahmedabad less reeled
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stik and much more spun silk and mgercerlsed cotton 118 né);’vl(;lj;g ?c})l?l:vlggh
rormeriv the case.  The * Vijay Weaving Wtoqks '-c“‘(ljnptgythe lack of labour)
anly 15 are, however, now i1 use, owing, 1t 15 sald, ' e
siwost entirely on mercerised cotton. ‘Lhis concern has been ]stgrteéi vva\tfll.tglllli
the last two years and manufactures plain nlel:cerlsed cotton ¢ (%fl oL !
shades, and a small quantity of spun silk. The mercerlsf,d co TO}I; 111%'1 uisi ld
Japanese and costs Rs. 13 per packet of 10 Ibs. (390 tolas). € lLnishe
otk <ells ap £ i to Re. 1-1 per yard, the spun silk cloth fetching
cloth =ells at from 12 annas to p " i flv shuttl
frora Re. 1-12 to Rs. 2 per yard. The looms are all ﬁL_ted with fly shuttle-

: The cloth is well-woven and of

slavs, and, the outturn must be copsiderab]e. _
sood appearance and there is said to be & greater demand for the finished

cloth than can be met with the limited amount of labour available. Such
being the case the installation of some other kind of loom,—such as the
Churchill loom,—for increasing the output, seems the obvious remedy. In
Surat both the English and the Japanese artlc_le is in use. Here one _emploxer
of weavers uses very little else except mercerised cotton and spun silk. . The
English article (from Manchester) is used for the warp with a weft of white ’
or grey thread from the Mitsui Bushen Kaisha Limited, or of Japanese spun
silk. All the dyed mercerised cotton, however, is obtained from England. A
weft of this article is also used with spun silk warps. Another employer,
himself a weaver and employing about 120 weavers under him, combines
threads of silk and mercerised cotton in the manufacture of cloth for the
Burma market. Thus one thread of Minchow (Chinese silk) is twisted with
one of mercerised cotton and the combined thread used as a weft-thread with
a warp of mercerised cotton: or again one thread of mercerised cotton is
twisted with two threads of Meang to form the weft. A lungi of the former
kind sells for Rs. 2-4 for 2} yards. A mercerised weft is also used with a
spun-silk warp as at Ahmedabad, a fungi of this manufacture costing Rs. 3-4
for 5 yards (half width). The demand for mercerised cotton varn in the
Presidency appears to be on the increase, and further reference to the use of
this material in British India will be found elsewhere.* .
Imports of artificial silk yarn are not separately recorded in the Trade
Returns, so that it is impossible to estimate the quantity with any certainty.
Of the total imports of this article into Bombay and Karachi it is estimated
by the importers that 75 per cent. goes to the Punjab and only 25 per cent.
to all other provinces. The Sassoon Mills are reported to have started using
1t 1 1915, and a little is consumed by Hyderabad (Deccan). The quantity
used in the Bombay Presidency, however, appears to be very small, and [
%(gingu?é)ﬁle‘.zg ?H'Im use in the big weaving centres of Surat and Ahmedabad.
(o e & (?lw Eei:a ; regtaérdmg_the use of this material reference may be made
in Tnges ot A exrtea;x te:tr:;lpt: hlS made to estimate the total quantity consumed
. which it serves as a substitute for natural silk in
this country.

TrADE ORGANIZATION.

12. The import trade in raw silk and silk manufactures is largely in the
l;g}l:ldst?f a few iidividuals. The firm of Nagendas Fulchand Chin%,i )irmports
Whe(:'e f}}1lrty to thirty-five lakhs of rupees worth of raw silk from Shanghai,
e haiere' 1s a branch of the ﬁrm: That of Gobhai imports Japanese and
o 2g0 ; k%lece—goods, besides raw silk and artificial silk, to the value of from

. akhs to Rs. 30 lakhs, most of thig import, being of Japanese manu-

factures. This firm hag also branch i
‘ § firm he ches at Amritsar and Delhi for th ticles.
The firms of Currimbhoy Ebrahim and Tata and Sons a]slo ale;al e;ie gfeli;\?v

The t . ] , abont ha,lf_ a dozen are especially prominent.
i;rél_.sonrséde’f}?esﬁllllgl-st’lk dno_W a large one, 1s also in the ]Eands c})r‘fI about six
except for two Ja mees o0 imported silk is conducted by Indian merchants
C‘ tton Trad; Panese firms of commission agents in Bombay—the Ja anesé
-otten 1rading Co. and the Mitsui Bushen Kaisha, y P

* Yide page 85,
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None of i : s :
merchants indtlﬁze Iﬁgﬁ:sti?.s hTakY: (l);(titl;ariggtany oot dealings with the silk
order thr ) ruct their agents to buy silk on
‘ rough the brokers, of whom there are sa d to be ab i
Bombay, two or three of the ducting P iy po avout a dozen 1o
_ ) em conducting most of the business. The more
businesslike of the mofussil merchants receive intimat; : :
time of the latest shipments of silk and ti ];9 s Hoeaons from time to
and prices. The apents Lo B and the kinds received, theu_" quahtles
very rarel b g In Bombay nearly always buy on commission and
e ¥ y 0}111 their own risk. The brokers are said to get 1 per cent. com-
L}i;f;llgnagguz flrpguclgltases from the importing firms. The agents probably
diffoult to Obt'fii'l T 00111%1153}0n, but reliable information on this head is
Tk importinc-t - Be lgo ussil merchants are sometimes only dealers in
D o anporurg from 1 om elxy in the manner described, and selling the raw
e tm‘vn Son & ual employers of weavers, who are smaller merchants in
L WI. imes, however, they prepare the silk for weaving, employ-
ing winders, dyers, throwsters and pirn-winders, and selling the raw silk
read}y-prepared for the loom. Elsewhere these processes are left to the actual .
employers of the weavers. Sometimes, again, the mofussil importers are
themselves the employers of the weavers, keeping a number of looms at work
in the nature of a small factory. Details of these various methods will be
found elsewhere, the practice varying from province to province and even
from town to town. The disadvantages of a system which leaves the import
trade in raw material destined to supply a very large area in the hands of an
inconsiderable. number of individuals are obvious. In some places, where the
influence of a single importer, who is interested in a particular commodity, 1s
paramount, those who are actually concerned in the silk industry are liable
to be unable to obtain anything but that particular commodity, though it may
" cease to be the article which is most suitable for their purposes. This parti-
cularly affects the Indian raw material, for whereas the Japanese and Chinese
goods are the particular concern of several important firms, very little interest
is now taken in pushing the Indian goods on the market. In many places
Mysore raw silk is totally unknown, and in others the quality and quantity
of Bengal silk required cannot easily be obtained. Were there any organiza-
tion, conducted on strictly business lines, for the better advertising of all
kinds of Indian raw silk, it is fairly certain that a number of markets could
* be supplied which at present are ignorant of, or cannot obtain. such material.
althouch it is at least as suitable for their purposes as the kinds of foreign
raw silk now being imported.

Internal Trad e;

13. Besides the imports of foreign silk by sea Bombay received in 1914-15
1,987 1bs. of foreign raw silk by coasting vessels and 449 maunds by rail. Of
the coastwise import 1,137 lbs. came from Kathiawar, and the remainder was
shared about equally between Burma and the other British Ports within the
Bombay Presidency. Nearly the whole of the import by rail is recorded ax
having been received from Mysore. As has been seen from the table given
above, Bombay received during that year, gccordmg to the official returvs.
raw silk, foreign and Indian, to the value of nearly Rs. 4} lakhs* and manu
factures valued at about Rs. 33,000 by rail, and nearly Rs. 32,000 by coasiing
vessels. The principal sources of supply were Mysore, which is recorded ax
having sent 440 maunds of foreign, and 109 maunds of Indian raw stk of 1
total value of over Rs. 2 lakhs; and Madras, which was responsible for tudian
raw silk to the value of Rs. 13 lakhs.' The large import gf foreign raw silk
from Mysore is inexplicable, for a similar, thqugh s_maller. import (61 maunds)
. is recorded in the preceding vear (1913-14), in spite of the fact that Mysore
imported (according to the official returns) less than 80 maunds of such silk.
during the five years ending 1913-14. Unless therefore that State receives
large témaplies of foreien raw silk by road from neighbouring territorv and
again exports them (which is extremely unlikely), there appears to bf' a serious

mistake in the official retuins.

* Excluding thosupposed consignment from Ca'outta referrerd to on page 4.
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Owuiside the Bombay Presidency by far the largest cqnsum%r of) forle)lo%é
paw silk is the Punjab. The total import of such silk into bom agf o
amounted last vear to over 2 million lbs., after deduction of exports. 1 bls;
quantity rather over } million Ibs. are recorded as having been exported DY
‘ l and rather under 3 million Ibs. to other

rail to places within the Presidency, ] ) i
I'residencies. Bombay Port Town}: therefore, is left with a net 1mportT’1fql
its own consumption of ‘about half the total import—or 1 million lbs. 118
figure is however subject to very large deduc
page 2 above, large quantities of silk bein
The following table gives the-amount, in ma_nnds, )

by rail and coastwise into the undermentioned provinces from the Bombay
Presidency; practically the whole amount being, of course, from Bombay

g exported by passenger train.

Port :—
Export of foreign raw sitk from Bombay to 1914-15. 1913-14. 1909-10. 1905-06.
‘Mds. Mds. Mds. Mds.
Punjab (by rail) 4,292 3,920 . 4,113
Sind (by coast and rail) 694 1,035 956 1,284
Nizam’s Territory (by rail) . 196 294 185 280
%
United Provinces (by rail) . 123 120 4,634
_ Central Provinces (by rail) « . . . . 103 156 . 104
Madras (by coast and rail) . . . . . 35 49 179 3
Others (by coast and rail) . . . . . 49 41 90 46
ToTaL . 5,492 5,615 6,044 5,830

 The ultimate destination of the large quantity recorded in 1909-10 as con-
signed to the United Provinces was probably the Punjab. From this table it

will be seen that the imports of foreign silk into that province have remained -

fairly steady, and that it regularly consumes about three-quarters of the whole
export from Bombay Presidency, or about one-sixth of the total quantity im-
ported into Bombay. The remaining two-sixths are divided between Gujarat
and Kathiawar on the one hand and the remaining provinces and other places
within the Presidency on the other hand. T'rom the above table it will ap ear
that the consumption of foreign silk imported from Bombay by those;p : ro-
vinces has to a certain extent decreased. ~As, however, Bombay is by farpthe
largest but not the only port which receives supplies of foreign raw silk b

sea, 1t 1s not safe to conclude that actual consumption in any provincé h !
decreased without taking into account all the sources of supply, which incly gs
inter-provincial trade by rail. These figures will be given in their a o
priate places. Attention need only be drawn here to the fact that Whppro-
the total import of the raw material into Bombay Port has increased in ecent,
years, exports from the Port to other provinces, 're—exports by sea, and Tecent,
to other places in the Presidency, have all, according to the Tr’ad Re};ports
decreased. The conclusion that the Port Town is now absorbine g, TS,
increased quantity of the raw material itself, which moregthvm‘y greatly
balances the decreases in other centres, is not a feasible one. § anh counter-
other evidence of such an enormous increase in consumptioxf O(I‘.)t e o0
hand, it is beyond question that the use of foreign raw silk in &ghﬁ;’g?sg

- Presidency has greatly increased, and that Presidency draws its supplies -

very largely from Bombay. As hasbeen shown int
export to Madras is a trivial one. The only con‘.olus};gl;c a?illzli‘};’ove the fecordad
a portion of the railborne trade is recorded in the Retupng Org’ o ihat onl
one million lbs. of foreign raw silk, which appears from the af% o] P e
have been used up in the Port Town, was really distributeé(; oyt t0
rovinces or the remainder of the Bombay Presidency, and werrlrilzoyl*lgrg;e tOt}tl}?r
p ) 0 e

silk-centres of Madras, the export being effected by passenger train or by post
' ' “ 0st.

tions for the reasons given on -

of foreign raw sillc imported .

/
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Similarly, it is probab] e _
out of Bombay by thle) same ;éill?gdﬁ?lsilgn silk manufactures arc largely sent

and coastwi . that the recorded figures for railborne
than & very Ssoarzildeia nlél such goods cannot in this case alsg be taken as more
are the Pun'a,bga,n 1 t}llcatloq of their movements. The principal recipients
Sind by coaJstWis . g United Provinces of Agra and Oudh by rail, and
Nizam’s Territor ’ rg e 4 smaller quantity goes regularly also to the
Provinces, Mad ¥, and occasional consignments are obtained by the Central

» Vadras, and other provinces. The subjoined table shows the

total quantity, in maunds, recorded : ‘
other provinees by rail | as having heen exported from Bombay to

Toreign piece-goods exported by rail from

| Bombay to 1914-15. | 1013.14. | 1909-10. | 1905.06.

Mds, Mds. | Mds. Mds
Punjab . . . . .. .. 770 1,403 1,730 1,459
United Provinces . . . . . . 314 o364 464 244
Other provinces . - . .. 100 134 102 152
Topar, 1,244 1,901 " 2,206 1,855
ToTaL VALUE Rs. . 4,29,562 6,37,739 7.88,189 6,11,236

The use of foreign silk manufactures in the Punjab appears therefore to
have decreased heavily last year, the amount in use in the United Provinces
having, on the other hand, remained fairly steady. . Besides this quantity
exported by rail, Sind receives a regular supply by coastwise trade from
Bombay Port. This amounted in value to Rs. 1,28,000 in 1914-15, and here
again a decrease is evident, the figure reaching a little over Rs. 3 lakhs in
1905-06 and over 2 lakhs in 1909-10. From these figures, if they could be
considered reliable, it would appear that the general use of foreign manu-
factured sill is decreasing. This conclusion can hardly be drawn, however,
in view of the undoubted fact that the imports of such articlés into British
Tndia have heavily increased during the last few years. It 1s true that
re-exports of such silk have also increased and rose in value from Rs. 4 lakhs
in 1909-10 to Rs. 10 lakhs in 1913-14, but this goes very little way in account-

“ing for an increase which amounted to over Rs. 70 lakhs, of which more th:‘_m
four-fi fths went through Bombay Port. It appears thevefore that t}}e ﬁgllges
for railborne trade of recent years are Very incomplete and record only a

portion of the whole trade. - I soale. Bombay
The trade in Indian manufactured silk 1s on a Smal 56ale. ~ BJEC
Port receives these articles from Calcutta, Mysore and t_he P’un]ab, qu. e_\[_»%tk:
to the United Provinces, Central Provinces,. and Nizam’s Termto‘ly.d ' it
total imports in 1914-15 amounted only to apout‘Rs. 1 lakh in value, (‘Lnr g \\;l(“lu\,
mainly received from Calcutta by rail and Kathiawar by coastwise (%1 fulle4 i“\
total exports amounted only todabmg Riq.llgl,()(:c(i‘olnrll éﬁgﬁtmlﬁﬁ'r}['ffqm-;ﬁl
1 aunds, valued at Rs. 1 laxi, 1 alcutta ¢ ysore by
Ea?ilit gzg?(li‘;zdmlggﬁl amount by coastwise vessels, and exported 46 maundf,]_
valued at Rsc 33.000, to the Central Provinces, etc. In 1999-11(({‘ t.lje gnttl.nf‘
import Efrom Punjab, Mysore, etc.). Wasi\;aluefig]t‘ nez}ilnyz.téT; 1; Ogb:.'nf({ the
otal expor ", United Provinces, Nizam’s lerritory, eic.), ver Rs.
}Oltglﬁ1 %Ip0E[EJ{()?’;O.()%1 ?:he imports (from Calcutta, etc.), were only valllefl at agogt,
}%z 0 O(T)IO- but 1,614 mannds valued at over Rs. 103 lakhs, were exported LV
1-:qsi'] ' and over Rs 1 lakh’s worth by coast, to the United Provinces, Punjab,

Nizam’s Territory, and other places. It is evident therefore that the trade in

¢ : ; ne
Tndian manufactured silk has very seriously declined, and so far as goncer

i i rtance. 7

: + is now of very small iupo! ' | ;
ponty 1:70'];1)'1 the Bombay Presidency the most important movements 9_&
silk ;?e zlu; el;:}l)orts‘of foreign raw material from Bombay, Port. These in

¥
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’ 3 Jakhs. Over 4
6,643 maands, valued glt QROSéOQ(th t%?ekhSouth Mara;(ggg
waprat and Kathiawar, over = T! tit
1o went to Gujarat and Ka ' est, Deccan. 1e quantity
nmunds went to ‘(‘ Jl the remainder to East and VX ney from the Port was in
Conntry. and m(‘:?]tlvodigu-ibubed in Bombay Presiaency
of forergn raw suk dist

S -14 over 7,000 ragunds

. . . wount being 1n 1913 ) )
evions vears slightly higher, t-hf? an ands. Meanwhile valueE appear
};\::—; i:;:l;g;gg_;o aﬁd 1905-06 neal 1y 8,000 Ina‘_-llll‘lg valued Only at Rs. 2/% lakhs.

: - ount in 1909-10 bel g va . : i
E{?} ha‘ifelll‘(:\sfilll{frtlﬁlktﬁa}gi}:;s the quantity of foreign Taw silk, in maunds,
ine 10 Ll :

8 ¢ >residency during those years. This
' rted 1 reral blocks of the P'res :

Imlrim triixmlgg 'f:[cl)?nsi)e't:;g with that given on page 26 showing the quantity
table may npe

exported to other provinces.

1914.15 amounted to

Import of foreign raw silk into 1914-15. 1913-14. 1999-10. 1905-06.
Gujarat and Kathiawar 4,070 4,418 ) 3,515 . 2,989
East Deccan 410 348 685 1,050
West Deccan 125 ] 156 287 33¢
South Maratha Country 2,022 | 2,281 l 3,448 3,278
NorthDeccan . . . . . . . 14 25 216

Exports of this material from those blocks by rail are negligible, being
_practically confined to very small consignments from Gujarat, East Deccan,
and South Maratha Country to Bombay Port, and the coastwise trade is un-
important except as regards Kathiawar, which sends a few maunds of foreign
raw silk to Bombay each year and receives an increasing quantity which last
year amounted to about 277 maunds. The figures given above may therefore
be taken as an indication of the amount of this material consumed in each:
block. It will be seen that Gujarat, containing the important weaving and
dyeing centres Surat and Ahmedabad, consumes a greater quantity than was
formerly the case, and this is still further enhanced by the net quantity
received by coastwise trade. The other blocks all show a decrease, which is
especlally apparent in East Deccan (Ahmednagar, Sholapur and Bijapur),

and in North” Deccan (Khandesh and Nasik); the last-named block having
now ceased to import any considerable quantity.

Turning to the Indian materia] the most important i
X » the m ant movement is between
Bombay Port and Gujarat and Kgxthlawa,r. Inp1914-15 Bombay Port sent’

lock, but rece . : ¢ .
in 1913-14 the Port sent 8 coved back from it 264 maunds. Similarly -

he figures for previous years

show the same result, - thus in 1909.1¢ the import inte Gujarat and Kathia-

war was 128 maunds and the export to the Port Town 382: and in 1905:06

the imports were 641 maund c n
clear that Tndian raw sjlk i sczmd the export 246, From these figures it is

: hiefly sent to Guj :
. - Jarat and K : ‘or the-
%lllxrpgsﬁegfm%{z;ghgcé’f ai?lq 19 ot largely used there for ég;}wlxli?lga;uﬁ%osﬁ?
N6 : al;(S) material within the province are unimportant.
recerved 121 mayns f_rom Madras, Mysore and
maunds of thig. amount, mostly to the

Surat and Athmedaba,d) for the same Purposes M: t(%these places (Kathiawar,

. Tequires only g passing
a8 a large export in foreign
Port Town. This

in the returns fop 1909.
Rs. 4 lakh were received in’ Bon 1905-0g Indian Piece-
the ficures already gi :

that block are imPrOVmg) and it | This agrees with

Ndicates algo that the poions in the towns in

foreign has ousted the
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Indian raw material on the looms. FExports from Bombay Port are generally
of foreign piece-goods to the East Deccan block (Ahmednagar, Sholapur and
Bijapur), while this block generally sends articles of Indian manufacture to
the West Deccan (Poona and Satara) and elsewhere. These latter were
valued in 1914-15 at Rs. 25,000 and in 1913-14 at Rs. 13,770. Silk looms
appear to have practically ceased to work in Ahmednagar, therefore Shola-
pur and Bijapur must be almost wholly responsible for this output, and it is
probable that these places make greater use of Indian raw material than is
the case elsewhere in the Presidency. '

‘Sitx INDUSTRY.

-

15. Apart from the official figures for recorded transactions in siik, local
enquiry shows that practically no Indian raw silk is used in Surat, Ahmeda-
bad or Poona. Mr. Nissim’s estimate of the quantity of this material con-
sumed in the Bombay Port Town has already been given. Thé Chhoi Silk
Mill Co. Ltd., has kindly supplied the following figures, showing its own
consumption of raw silk, chiefly Bengal and China, and outturn of silk
cloth during the five years ending 30th June 1915. In addition to raw silk
this Concern also consumes Mill Spun Silk, from silk waste, and cotton yarn.

Year. ' Silk consumed. Silk cloth produced.

) Rs. a; P. Rs. a. p.
1911 . . .o . . . . . 1,383,053 3 8 3,35,389 .0 ¢
1912 . . . . . . . . . 78,759 71 4 3,28,058 0 10
1913 . . . . . . . . .. % 80,766 14 0O 314,367 2 ©
1914 . . . . ’ . . . . P 66,194 15 0 262,413 0 8
015 . . .. e 60,110 11 11 2,297,076 7 3

. - i .
Torar . T 4,23,885 311 14,68,203 11 2

. No indication is given of the proportion of Bengal raw silk to China raw
silk so consumed. Mr. Nissim’s estimate of the Indian raw silk consumed by
the rest of the Presidency is as follows :—Ahmednagar, Sholapur and Chita-
pur 28,000 lbs:, Rs. 2 lakhs :—Yeola 15,000 Ibs., Rs. 1 lakh :—Hubli, Dharwar
and Bagalkote 85,700 Ibs., Rs. 6 lakhs. Adding the estimated amount of con-

sumption in Bombay City (viz., 71,400 lbs. :— Rs. 5 lakhs), the total quan-

tity of this material consumed in the Bombay Presidency during 1914-15
amounted to about 200,000 lbs., valued at roughly Rs. 14 lakhs. There 1s
nothing to indicate the source of this sill, but it may be conjectured that
Hubli and Dharwar receive supplies from Mysore vid Harihar, by which
route, according to the Returns for the Railborne Traflic of the Mysore State,
333 maunds or 27,472 lbs. of Indian raw silk were exported in 1914-13.
During the first three quarters of 1915-16 the export by this route was 04
maunds or 33,330 1bs. of raw silk (excluding waste), an increase which very
possibly means that Hubli and Dharwar are now, owing to the high price
of China silk, drawing upon Mysore more heavily than was formerly the
case for the supply of the Indian material. Similarly, Sholapur may also
receive supplies of Mysore raw silk, either v2d¢ Harihar or »id Hindupur,
The export from Mysore State by the former route is a large one, amounting
to 1,400 maunds or 115,500 1bs. in 1914-15, and during the first three quarters
of 1915-16 to 1,709 maunds or 140,992 Ibs. The total export of this material
from Mysore during 1914-15 by these two routes (which lead in the direction

- of the Bombay Presidency, the third route, Bisanatham, going towards

Madras) amounted to 142,97_2 1bs., a_nd n ’g,he first three quarters of 1915-16
to 174,322 lbs. If Mr. Nissim’s estimate is correct, it is probable that thig

Y
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. .centy Biis
Ctine of Mysore silk is mostly consumed in the Bombay silk-centres meii
Lroned by him, " - D o] 7 ]
16. The foreign raw silk consumed in the %oglhb_ay 11?3;2?1103 éiiﬁiﬁg
ail Chinese, In Loona the © Double”D'ra-g'ons S Oplllesd) being also o
futh from Hongkong (or Calcutta ” silk, as 1_ 1sRca T o e i fle
Tiie former costs, doubled, Rs. 15 a seer; the latter _s.‘ 5 a ¢ -re-ree]ed ne
arice it would seem that the Jatter is the North China varlety, ;
price 1 Ik is said to be about Re. 1 per seer less than the Chinese,

Canton. Bengal si . .
but to be unsguibable owing to continuous breaks in the thread. For the

! ) “ Sanshu Douppion ” silk 1s used,
2 g;éﬁfégrll‘es(git%gCifs};;?]?gx'zhe%ghiagii%zsif ?ﬁs is said It)(]; have risen from
(ﬁ’s; 9 to Rs. 11 on account of the war. All these kinds of raw s1_lkt‘f1re
obtained through agents in Bombay, there being no direct communication
between the merchant in Poona and the actual importer. The raw silk con-
sumed in this town is not all prepared for the looms in Poona itself, only
about 50 persons being engaged there on this kind of work. Frequently the
preparatory processes are done in Surat (a great centre for twisting, winding,
etc.), or in Benares or elsewhere. German aniline dyes are employed, though
an inferior kind is also said to be obtainable from Bijapur. From the
“Monograph upon the Silk Fabrics of the Bombay Presidency” it appears that
in 1900 Bengal and Persian raw silk was also found at Poona. N either of
these kinds is now in use. The silk cloth manufactured in the town is mostly
consumed locally, selling at from Rs: 3 to Rs. 12 per yard, but exports are
sometimes made to Nagpur, Berar, Khandesh and other places. Silk cloth is
also 1mported from Coimbatore, Surat and Benares. Selling prices are re-
ported to have fallen since the outhreak of the war.

In Abmedabad a greater variety of China silk is found but neither Bengal
nor Mysore raw silk. The kinds of China silk most used are Minchow,
costing Rs. 13-12 per seer (of 72 tolas); Kobir, at Rs. 14-8; Kakaria, at Re. 14;
Hoing, at. Rs. 13, and Sichoon, at Rs. 10-8. Al of these are Shanghai silks,
60 per cent. of the yellow and 40 per cent. of the white variety being employed.
Spun silk and mercerised cotton are gaining in favour in this city, far more
weaving being now done with these materials than was formerly the case, and
the use of reeled silk is said to have considerably decreased. The Chinese raw
material 1s obtained from the fiym of Nagendas Fulchand Chinai, the only
Commission Agent in this city. Commission is reported to amount to 1 per
cent. on the value of the purchase. The silk industry in this city appears to
be rapidly declining. According to the census figures there were 8,915 persons
engaged 1n silk spinning, weaving, carding, etc., in this district in 1901. ,In
1911 the number of silk spinners and weavers had: fallen to 7,336. To-day
there are said to be only 500 looms in the City, where ten years ago there were

Ahmedabad without the use of sares for sizing, and this renders it p -
pensive in that city than elsewhere. Furthe%, the failure ofrihle ﬁ(();lesciil
two years ago 1s said to have assisted in the decline by reducing the demand
Kinkhabs” are now less in demand, and this kind of article used to be a
staple product of the Ahmedahad looms, which have been famous for it for at -
least the last half-century.  On the other hand, the manufacture of saris for
the Deccan market has partially replaced that of “kinkhahs.” Another con-
tributory cause is reported to he the lack of labour, Cotton Mill hands now
carning from Rs. 25 to Rs. 30 a month and many silk weavers turning to such
employment. The neighbouring centre of Surat is also said to be assistin
the decline in Ahmedabad, since Surat is producing much cheaper silk, with
which the Ahmedabad looms are unable to compete. The increased ﬁse of
spun silk ic ‘quoubted‘ly one result of this ‘competition, and in some case
inferior qualities of silk are combined with superior qualities to reciuc:
th&'a cost of tl}e material. Thus one thread of an inferior quality of
Minchow is twisted with one of the best quality, or a thread of Kakaryia i
combme_d with one of Mmc‘how to form the weft thread in weaving. In s itls
of the difficulty now b_elng felt with regard to the silk industry i Ainneda]?ade
the merchzmts_ are still reéported to tax themselves at the rate of Rs. 7 per
picul, on all silk imported into the city, for charitable purposes, which mlljlst
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t‘ion}S}del*ably increase the price of the raw material. The real caiises of the
ecline of the industry, however, appear to be the following :—

(1) The competition of the Cotton Mills which pay their hands better.l

(2) The failure of the employers of the weavers to recognize the chance i
demand and adapt themselves to'it. The decrease in demand ascribed to etgg
failure of the monsoon two years ago is far more likély to be due to a change
In the nature of that demand, for the neighbouring centre of Surat has
experienced no such decrease. -~ The merchants are very unwilling to set their
looms to work upon anything except rich gold-embroidered saris of the kind
manufactured by their fathers, the demand for which is certainly a limited,
and possibly a decreasing one. Only 4 or 5 persons in the town are now able,
1t 1s alleged, to set the looms for-particular patterns, and the ordinary manu-
facture consists of this very fine gold-embroidered silk cloth, woven in -
standard patterns, and costing frongs. 15 to Rs. 50 per piece of about one
yard. The women of the town are however largely engaged upon the process
known as band@ani, in the course of which knots are tied in the cloth, and it
is _then dipped in dye, sometimes more than once, patterns being produced by
this method.  The silk used for this is Hoing for the warp and Kakaria for
the yveft, and the manufactured cloth sells for Rs. 16 for a piece of 41 yards
(24 1nches wide) and is used for making saris. This kind of work is however
done solely by women, who earn only Rs. 3 or 4 a month in this way; it does not
therefore affect the general position of the industry in the town.

(3) The merchants themselves. There are estimated to be from 500 to
1,000 of these in the City—mostly men of small capital,—and by their lack
of initiative and business capacity they are certainly contributing to the
decline of the industry. In spite of the fact that it is owned that Surat
turns out cheaper silk cloth than Ahmedabad, and it is recognized that the
old demand is decreasing, they generally fail to make any attempt to meet the
new demand. They are unable or unwilling to raise the pay of the weavers
employed by them, with the result that the Cotton Mills offer superior attrac-
tions and entice the weavers away from the silk-looms. It is impossible not
to regard these small employers of weavers as a serious drag upon the industry
as a whole, and they must inevitably present an obstacle to any attempt to
revive it. '

(4) The entire supply of silk seems to be in the hands of one firm, which
has a branch in Shanghai and which naturally has an interest in supplying
Chinese silk. It is very possible that this is partly the cause why the Indian
raw material never appears to be imported into Ahmedabad.

T-am convinced that the weavers, if combined together, could do far better
for themselves than is possible under present conditions. The industry is at
present conducted in a wasteful manner, the number of persons who are
practically mere middlemen being enormous. It is a matter for regret that
skilled silk-weavers should be driven to work in the Cotton Mills, and con-
sidering the success of the silk industry in Surat it can hardly be unavoidable.
Were it possible to constitute the weavers of this city into a Co-operative
Union, on the lines of the Conjeeveram Weavers’ Union in Madras, there
would, I think, be very good hope of vastly improving the conditions now
prevailing in Ahmedabad. X ' o o N

17. In Surat, on the other hand, the industry is in a flourishing cond} tion,
though it has suffered a temporary check from the unfav_qura.ble comhtmns
brought about by the war. “The largest importer of China raw silk now
imports only half the quantity ‘which he obtained from Bombay before its
outbreak, and the firm of Sorabji Hormusha Joshi and Co., which employed
some 150 weavers before the war, now finds work for only about a score. This
is largely because there was a large export of silk to Turkey, Jeddah and
Mecca, the Ports of the PPersian G-ulf,_ and Tunis, Algiers _angl M_orocoo.
 Watered Silk ” (known as garam sut) is m‘a.nufactured by this firm 1n con-
siderable quantity, and 90 per cent. of this k‘md of cloth was exported in this
way to different parts of the Turkish Empire. The demand for such cloth
has therefore practically failed. . All the silk merchants of this town agree,
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hewover. that before the war there was a steady _impi_‘ovem(ilnt of t]:;z ;Sléié
wdustry, and the nuinber of weavers 10 the town 1s sald to a,v? 111(3t 2asec
rrom about 2,000 in 1896 to 3,000 1n 1904 and over 5,000 at the presen .

The increase is reported to be due to the jmmigration of skilled weavers Irom

: ' SRS o
Banares and Lahore, who have ncw permanently setb.led in Surat. _Aiflci):d&isg_
to the Census figures of 1911 there were then over 13,000 persl(zpsdm e
trict engaged in silk spinning and weaving. A great many kinds o

«ilic are in use -—Minchow, Meang (locally called kakaria), Tsatlie, Lacklow,

White Shanghai (apparently real kakaria), Hoing, Sichoon, and sometimes

Iobin. Japanese spun-silk yarn and warps are also employed, bemgf qb-l
tained by a general store-keeper from native agents in Bombay. No arti 1_c:1ad
silk is in use, but there is a good deal of English and Japanese mercerise
cotton. ~ A sample of Bokhara (or Yarkand) raw silk was recently obtained
from a Punjabi firm in Bombay, but this is said to be the first import of that
kind for fifteen years. It is used only for making a warp, Chinese silk being
used for the weft. This kind of silk, though its price is Rs. 18 a seer, is said
to be actually cheaper than Minchow, for the cost of the latter is greatly raised
by the charges incurred in separating the waste and by the loss involved 1n its
extraction.* This increase of price is said to amount to about 40 per cent. -
of the original cost, so that actually about Rs. 19 a seer is paid for such silk,
though the market price is only about Rs. 14. China silk is obtained through
Bombay agents, the amount of commission being ordinarily only % per cent.
though when a particular kind of silk has to be specially obtained according
to order, as much as 24 per cent. is charged. The above mentioned firm uses
Minchow and Lacklow (or Tsatlie) for the warp, and steam silk (white or
yellow) for the weft. The steam silk is.especially suitable on account of its
softness, the white variety being preferred. The cost of these kinds of silk,
ready prepared, is said to be as follows:—Tsatlie Rs. 9 per Ib.,, Lacklow
. rather less, and Minchow Rs. 8 per Ib. The cost is about Rs. 2 per lb. less in
the state in which the silk arrives from China. The steam silk (white) is said
to be Rs. 12, though it was formerly only Rs. 8, but the price is variable and
the silk is not always easily obtainable in Bombay, being more frequently
received in Burma. The principal kinds of manufacture by this firm are-1.
~ satin, made from a Lacklow (or, if that is not obtainable, a Tsatlie) warp and
a weft of steam silk. This 1s sold in Bombay and fetches nearly Rs. 3 per
vard of 26 inches. 2. Imitation satin,.made of a silk warp and a weft of
unbleached cotton, there being, on one side, seven threads of ‘silk to one of
cotton. This is exported to Aden for sale in the interior and fetches about
Re. 1 per yard of 24 inches. 3. A Minchow warp is combined with a weft of
Japanese iram or spun silk. This sells for Re. 1-2 per yard. 4 Watered
Silk made from a warp of Lacklow (or Tsatlie) and a weft of bleached cotton,
the cotton being concealed. This kind of cloth is exported to the Turkish
Emnpire, as already stated, and fetches Re. 1-8 to Rs. 3 a yard. It is very
carefully finished and calendered. The Satins are mostly sold in India, a
considerable quantity of the pure silk satin heing exported to Burma. The
weavers of these kinds of cloth are said to receive a varying wage rising to
as much as Rs. 20 for 50 yards, the amount depending on the skill required.
They make from 12 annas to Re. 1 a day. The Manager of this firm has kindly
supplied me with the following details concerning the silk used and processes
employed in that concern. The Japanese silk costs Rs. 5 for a bundle of 5
kilos: (containing 140 hanks), middle quality, the count being 140/2. Min-
chow 1s only used for the warp. Tt is slightly inferior in lustre to Tsatlie.
After boiling in borax it loses most of its yellow colour, and if boiled in soap
solution 1t becomes entirely white, but loses some of its lustre in the process.
The quantity of borax and soap used for boiling is 75 per cent. of the weight
of the silk in the case of the former and 25 per cent. in the c f the 1
The Tsatlie is said to be th oty ood i ¢ case ol the atter.
. e the Canton variety and is imported in bundles weigh-
ing about 250 lbs. Tt is used c_)nl_y for a warp, the fibre being very strong. In
the m_anufa.ctur_e of satin and imitation satin the cloth is boiled in borax after
weaving : the silk and cotton manufactures are boiled in soap solution.

* Vide pages 98 to 160,
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Other merchants of Surat manufacture silk cloth largely or : '
1 : g a > wholly for
E':e Burmﬁscgnarket, one having a branch at Rangoon, Mi%cliyow and }'Sz:u:i a
i'ca Iggireesn S:T est quality Minchow) and coarse Meang are used for these minu-
1ac . Japanese spun silk is also occasionally used. The * lari 7 is woven
11;11,0 dhupsai, which costs Rs. 7-8 for a lungi of 2 yards by 42 inches. Min-.
IC\{[ g;‘l’lési;‘lgzgg J;(I)lltlol Ii)gfr(i&(t)z, Z])ung;s_, of '&" }cl)r 8 yards of 21 inches costing Rs. 5-5.
Lavi R% 17 . C r bepatis. e prices of the raw silk dre given as—
) - 17 per standard seer, Minchow Rs. 14-12, Meang Rs. 12-14 or Rs. 12-6.
Othea quaht’}?S of Meang are “ H. K.” at Rs. 11-14, “ C. K.” No. 2 at Rs. 12-8
and C. C.” No. 2 at Rs. 12-2. The employers are reported to pay the
weavers about Rs. 16 for 50 local yards (about 2 ft. 4 ins.), providing the raw
material and giving advances, but the rate appears to vary, for in one case
the employer, himself a weaver, kept a written scale of pay varying accord-
ing to the nature of the cloth, viz., Rs. 7 per 54 yards by 20 inches; Rs. 7-8 for
54 yards by 22 inches; Rs. 6-12 for 54 yards by 18 inches; and so on. Owing
to the diversity of the widths of cloth manufactured in Surat, therefore,
statements as to the amount of pay received by the weavers have to be accepted
with caution. The fact that there does not seem to be the same lack of labour
which is being experienced in Ahmedabad, however, makes it probable that
the weavers’ earnings are higher in Surat than in that town. One merchant
is said to buy finished cloth direct from the weavers themselves, who provide
their owifl materials. The cloth is sent to Poona, where this merchant has a
shop. This method certainly appears to be more likely to conduce to the pros-
perity of the weavers; supposing that they are able to obtain their raw silk
without incurring large debts, which is unlikely, and also supposing that they
receive the full price for their cloth, which (to judge from the practice else-
where) is equally unlikely. It mav be doubted whether, without combination,
the weavers will ever be able to obtain the full profit of their labour under
such a system. ‘

Other kinds of silk manufactures in Surat—cloth woven of silk threads
mixed with threads of mercerised cotton, etc.—have been mentioned else-
where. Enough has been said to show the diversity of the manufactured
articles and the wide range of markets which they are designed to supply.
Under the circumstances it is not at all surprising that whereas the silk indus-
try of Surat was, at least until the outbreak of war, in a very prosperous
condition, that of Ahmedabad appears to have fallen-into a steady decline.
The latter citv already depends largely on imports of foreign manufactures.
Japanese goods, in particular. are oreatly in demand. Some of these are
made in Japan, but dved and finished in Trance before export to India.
Others are dved in Bombav or in Surat. Cloth from the Bombay Mills is also
cold. But the Javanese articles are preferred, in snite of the cheapness of the
Mills cloth. Various reasons ate oiven for this preference—superiority of
texture. oreater durability. less deterioration in washine. and so on. Japanese
embroidered cloth is also sold in some cuantitv. Indian gold-embroidered
saris are. however. still alwavs in demand for marriage occasions, and such
eqris. borders for the same, and phentas (i.e., Kamarbands) are always to be
bought in this city. ,‘

18. The industry has declined not only in Ahmedabad, but also in Peon
Tn that town there are now said to be only 1,000 weavers at wark. where ten
years ago there were double that number. In the-Ahmedna.gar district. where
according to the census figures there were 786 silk weavers and spinners in
1911, silk weaving is already a thing of the past. The flourishing condition
of the industry in Suvat, therefore. must be regarded rather as an eyeptmn
than as the rule in the Bombay Presidency. The census figures for that
Presidency (including Sind) show a decrease from 46,779 persons engaged i1
carding, spinning and weaving silk in 1901, to 38.594 silk spinners and
weavers in 1911, though the figures for the Bombay States show an increase
from 4,290 to 5,543. On the other hand, the number of persons engaged in
the cotton hand-weaving industry was in 1991 only 2_27_,303, whereas the
number of persons employed in spinning, weaving, and sizing cotton in 1911
was 614,518. It appears, therefore, that while the cotton hand-loom industry
has greatly increased in the Presidency, that of silk has seriously declined.
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ures for 1901 and 1911 shows further that all

A comparison of the census figures : i . ¢
the chief silk centres of the Presidency _have §ha,red in thl;_ (};e(iﬂcltge aiicegs
Surat. The figures for the nine prmclpal silk-weaving distr

tollows 1 —

1901. . 1911
District. Silk carders, spinners .
‘ and weavers ; makers of | Silk spinners and weavers.
silk braid and thread.

Sarat 11,856 13,209
Bijapur 9,183 5,061
Ahmedabad ‘ . . . . . . . ' 8,915 7,336
Dharwar 5,503 4,997
Nasik . . . . . . . . 3,291 2,839
Belgaum . . . . . . . . 1,588 993
Poona . . .« . . . . 1,488 1231
Sholapur .© . . . ., . S 1,378 328
Abmednagar . . . . . . . 811 786
ToraL . 44,103 . 36,780

Besides these, a certain number of persons, mostly women, are engaged
on bandhang. These amounted in 1901 to 528 in Ahmedabad and 183 in
Surat. This is still done, as already stated, in Ahmedabdd, but from the
above table it is clear that the decrease of weavers in this and most other cen-
tres has been very considerable. Such being the case, the very satisfactory
state of things in Surat is all the more noteworthy. Surat is now one of the
largest weaving-centres in India, and it is certainly not due to chance that
the place in which the greatest diversity of manufactures takes place, and
which finds markets for its goods not only in India itself but in Arabia,

- Turkey and Africa, should flourish while others decay. The lesson is clear
enough—that there is no lack of markets for Indian silk manufactures if the
merchants have sufficient initiative and acumen to find these markets and
manufacture the kind of goods which they require. It is, I think, a fairly
evident proposition that it is largely owing to the lack of these essentials of
success in business that the silk-weaving industry in the Bombay Presidency
15 on the wholr on the down-grade at the present time, R
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CHAPTER II.
The Silk Trade of Madras.
Raw SILK.

Imports,

1. Onlya small portion of the raw silk used in the Madras Presidency i
imported by way of the Madras Ports; most of the foreign silk I(;E(;br;éfs}nivio;fx
Eomloa,yf-ancghIanla_Lﬂ3 raw %ﬂk 1s received from Bengal and Mysore. The
hgures tor the Raliborne Trade are very little guid i
received, as the following table will showy — uide as to the quantity so

Imports by Rail into Madras Presidency.

Article and whence imported. 1910-11, 1911-12. 1912-13. 1913-14, 1914.15.
Foreign raw siik. Mds. Mds. Mds. Mds. Mds.
Bombay Port . . . . 185 43 132 31 57
Mysore . . . . . . . .. e ©105 42
Other places . . . . . .. 3 .. .
TOTAL QUANTITY . 185 46 132 108% 99

Indian raw silk.

Mysore . . . . . . 3,571 3,397 1,856 2,650 1,245
Otherplaces . . . . . .7 T 23 15 1
TOTAL QUANTITY . 3,598 3,404 1,879 2,665 1,256

From this table it would appear that comparatively small quantities of
foreign raw silk have been received in the Presidency, and no Bengal silk
{except such petty quantities as may be included under “other places”) is
used there. This is altogether incorrect inasmuch as Bengal silk is still being
‘received in very considerable quantities in several of the largest silk centres
of the Presidency. The explanation is not far to seek. In Trichinopoly
Rs. } lakh’s worth of Bengal silk is said to be used in a year and Mysore silk
is also largely employed. The whole of this amount is imported direct from
Bengal and Mysore by passenger train, and consequently none of it appears
in the official railborne returns. The latter cannot therefore be accepted as
any guide to the quantity or nature of silk used in the Presidency, but the
heavy decrease in the reported transactions in Mysore silk may be an indica-
tion- of a real decrease in the amount consumed, though it requires
confirmation from other sources. :

Most of the foreign raw silk which is not obtained from Bombay is
imported vi¢ Tuticorin, but imports from Japan are sent to Madras Port.
The following table shows the quantity of such raw silk imported into the
sea-ports of the Madras Presidency :— -

Article and whence imported. 1910-11.° 1911-12. I *1912-13. 1813-14, 1914-15.
Foreign raw'silk. 1hs. Tbs. tha. 1bs. Tha.
China* . . . . . . 1.454 38,000 119,389 87,175 67,736
Japan . . . X . 536 4,467 11,028
Torat . 1,454 38,000 119,925 91,642 1 78,764

*(Exclusive of Hongkong and Macao.)
VOL. 1L, ‘ '
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. . . antity of waste
Ty addition to these amounts of raw silk, a very small quantity o /
was imperted in 1912-1913, and 4,854 Ibs. from France in 1913?9'14' wlilfla)‘lt
pis to 1910-1911 the import of silk appears to have been altoget leT neg gible.
Tt will be seen that imports from Japan only started in 1912-1913; 1n three
vears they have risen in value from Rs. 2,880 to Rs. 55,000, about 14 *pel‘ cent.
of the total import. Reasons have been given elsewhere, however,” for the
belief that Japan cannot under present conditions be regarded as likely to
become a serious eompetitor of China in this trade, since only the coarsest
kinds of Japanese silk appear to be exported to this country at the presernt
time. It is probable that the comparatively heavy consignments recelved 1n
1914-15 should be regarded rather as samples, and the recent rise in prices,
combined with the apparent general dissatisfaction with such silk in the
Presidency, encourages the belief that a decrease is to be expected in the near
future.t , .
2. Tt will be noticed that no raw silk is imported from Hongkong and
- consequently all the silk received from China is from the northern provinces
and not from Canton. The coarse South China silks—panjam, mathow and
the like,~so largely used in North-West India, do not appear to be employed
at all in the Madras Presidency : where silk of this nature is needed, as in the
manufacture of sashes at Conjeeveram, winding waste obtained from the silk
ordinarily in use is employed for the purpose. The official returns do not
show-the amount of the various kinds of silk imported, but a list of this nature
has been kindly supplied to me by the Madras Customs Office, for the year
1915-16. From this it appears that foreign raw silk of the following kinds
was imported during that year in the undermentioned quantities :—

Imports of raw silk dnto the Presidency of Madras in 1915-16.

+ Description of silk. " Quantity. ‘ ' Value.
Ibs. Rs.’
From China. ' -

Yellow Minchow . .. . . . . . 27,264 1,44.,230
» Kobin . . . . v . . . . 11,627 58,400

» Shanlung . . . . .. . . 2,222 12,402
White Lie-Laying ., . . , . . 5,228 26,530
Noyang (? Meang), . . . . R . P 2,380 10,862
“Yellow Zyanchina ™ (3) . . ., . . . 3,201 11,766
Other kinds 4,208 22,570
ToraL . 56,218 ° 2,86,760

From Spain.

Yellow raw silk 208
- 1,340

Just 50 per cent., therefore, of the whole im
known as Minchow from the Sz-Chuen provine
(or Kopun or Gubin) from Ngan-whei.
warp 1n most of the big silk-centres
amount of various qualities of the whit
Kakaria, 1s also used at Kumbakon '

port from China was the kind
e, and over 20 per cent. Kohin
The former is used for making the
in the Presidency. A considerable
e silk from Kiang-su, Lie-laying or
am, Salem, Conjeeveram and other places,

*Fide page 7.
+Since writing the a} . .
Japanese silk was%mporéle()]o:ﬁ]’,.ii h{t{}e been informed by the Madras Customs Department t]
; g 1915-16. Thhs‘appears to support the conclusion arrived a all;l:v(:m
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8 1
and Mookchand from the same province is also used in Kumbakonam. The
amount shown in the ahove list is of course only a fractional part of the whole
quantity of Chinese silk consumed in the Presidency. “What that quantity
may be is impossible to estimate, but in Kumbakonam alone a leading silk-
merchant put the value of raw silk sold there during the year before the war
at Rs. 40 lakhs, and 75 per cent. of this was estimated to be Chinese silk.
Similarly at Conjeeveram one of the chief dealers estimated that Rs. 10 lakhs
worth of silk was consumed there a year, and that 50 per cent. of this amount
was from China. It is equally difficult to make any estimate of the amouny
of Mysore and Bengal silk in use. In Coimbatore only the former appears to
‘be employed, Chinese and Japanese raw silk having been tried but rejected.
In Salem, again, Mysore silk is largely used, heing preferred to Chinese by
the merchants for the manufacture of saris, though it is sald that Chinese
silk is easier to handle in weaving and is therefore preferred by the weavers
themselves. In Conjeeveram, where a great deal of silk-weaving is done, it
is said that 10 years ago only Mysore-and Bengal silk was used, but now half
the total quantity comes from China. On the other hand, it is also alleged
- that whereas only Rs. 4 or Rs. 5 lakhs of silk was used 10 years ago, Rs. 10
lakhs is used at the present day, and if this is true the use of Indian silk -
cannot have decreased, in spite of the increase in the use of the Chinese
material. In Kumbakonam only one-eighth of the raw silk sold is said to be
from Bengal and Mysore, but even this quantity must amount to several lakhs
in value, the amount of raw silk sold in that town being very great. In
* Trichinopoly nearly all the silk used seems to be from Mysore or Bengal, the
amount of the latter being estimated at Rs. 4 lakh a year, while in Madura’
it is estimated that 90 per cent. of the silk used is Chinese and about 8 per
cent. Mysore. The amount of Bengal silk used in Madura is very small. 1t
is clear, therefore, that very considerable quantities of Indian s1lk are con-
sumed in the Madras Presidency, and the figures for import shown in the
Railborne Trade returns are probably very much below the real amount
imported. According to these returns the import varied from 3,598 maunds,
valued at nearly Rs. 224 lakhs, in 1910-1911, to 1,256 maunds, valued at Rs. 8%
lakhs, in'1914-15. All but a negligible quantity of this is shown as coming
from Mysore. It may legitimately be doubted whether imports of Mysore
silk have decreased as heavily as appears from these figures. Recent state-
" ments published by the Mysore State, showing railborne exports, put the
quantity and value of raw silk exported from that State at a much higher
figure, and a very large percentage of the whole amount certainly goes to
Madras. Moreover, even these figures can certainly not be taken as complet_e,
for not only is road-traflic not included but also exports by passenger train
are not taken into account in the returns, and, as has been said elsewhere,
Trichinopoly, to take a single instance, certainly imports supplies of Mysore
raw silk by this method. The figures for the Railborne Trade of Mysore
silk are given below for comparison with the table on page 35 :—-

Ezports of Indian raw silk from Mysore State by rail.

Year. : Quantity. Value,
- Mds. ) Ra
1910-11 . . '. . .. g . . . 5,300 35,28,000
191112 . ) O : 4,000 22,50,000
191é-13 P 2,000 10.92.000
191314 . - . e e e .. 5500 31,72.600
.1914-16 . . . . . . . . . - 4,404* 21,74,737

* NorTr—Includes 762 maunds of waste valued at Rs. 13.622,
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The values heve given are however deceptive, 3111‘<1waste Eel‘ngf 2%(;1”%2%
ar i vaiued at the rate fixed flor raw milg,lgnltél ;1;2 t?)i‘lo %a%li;r 1;3110 1(‘)3 religble
1014.15. The figures for the year g : -
T‘xizzg the first three quarters of that period 3,839 maunds of E'ENIT silk &%d
5 338 maunds of waste were exported from Mysore, the value of w. 1115 11,) SLCG}())I -
me to the average rate prevailing in the previous years, would be 2 0{41”
o 993 lakhs, If the export during the last quarter of the year was 11(; the
same proportion the total for the year must have been about 5,000 maunds ol
raw silk and 3,000 maunds of waste, worth about Rs. 30 1a.khs in all. A very
large portion of this must certainly go to the Madras Presidency. . |
3. As regards Bengal silk, it would be unwise to venture any estimate of
the quantity consumed in the Presidency. Although, however, a considerable
amount is still in use, the quantity so consiuned 1s_ almost negligible in
comparison with the enormous supplies which reached the Presidency from
Calcutta formerly. Figures for the years 1889 to 1898 are given in the
Monograph on the Silk Fabric Industry of the Madras Presidency, published
in 1899. Therein it is stated that « the supply of raw silk is obtained almost
entirely from Calcutta. In other words Bengal silk is largely used by the
weavers.” This is certainly not the case to-day. An analysis of Lhese figures
is given below, side by side with the statistics for imports of Indian raw silk
(practically the whole of which is from Calcutta) during 1900-1901 and
following years by coastwise trade into the Presidency.

Imports of raw silk from Caleutta.

Ye&l‘. ) - le- u RS-

L 219,288 10,80,835
1890 . . ... 234,710 11,75,008
P 273,949 13,72,030
1892 . 242,377 ©12,22,828
. 106,087 4,82,848
‘ML . L L L, 105309 5,21,785
895 .. L T 205,733 -10,21,603
L 278,728 13,92,140
.1897 T 119,102 6,07,444
8 .00 66,825 3,93,034
189900 . 51,492 ' 2,62,504
1900-01 ,

\ 58,729 - 2,97,710
1901-02 . 30,424 1,38,412
190203 . . e 14024 - 72,164
1903-0¢ . 8,578 » 42,800
1904-05 , 9,900 50,300
1905-06 . 3 . 3,166 18,484
1906-07 to 1914-5 . . N = w2

These figures are elo fai 1
[ quent, of the failure of Bengal silk.
be%n salctii,iho;:r)ever, that silk from Bengal is still obtgined by pﬁgs}égs eai*1 r&ﬁxyl
a1n Iilse nN me %U&Iltlty in Trichinopoly, Conjeeveram, Kumbako%am and
qe usggt ig;e(.)f, ra(:; zﬂcf(ulci n115 bedcqncluhded from these figures that the tf)ttl:]al
juan f 1 sumed 1n the Presidency has d
c@mary, it 1s beyond doubt that it has copsiderab)iy increggggaisgilhe (l)argttilg
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years 1 almost every one of the silk-consuming centres except, T anjore.
Aqoor_dlng to the Census Returns the number of persons engaged in silk
spinnming and weaving in 1911 was 74,764, whereas the total number of silk
carde_rs, spinners and weavers, and makers of silk braid and thread,
was 1n 1901 only 55,126. Tt is true that these figures are not wholly
reliable, cotton weavers, who use a little silk for borders, being sometimes
apparently included as silk weavers, and wice versd. Nevertheless, local
enquiries and observations put it beyond question that the use of silk has
actually increased in this Presidency. In Kumbakonam and Con jeeveram the
amount of-silk used is said to be double or more than double what it was 10
years ago, and the former of these places is the largest distributing centre in
the Presidency, and the latter probably the largest centre of silk-weaving. 1In.
Coimbatore, again, the use of silk is said to have increased, and the largest
1mporters of silk in the Presidency agree that practically in all places this has
been the case. In Tanjore, it is true, silk-weaving has disappeared,
mercerised cotton having replaced it on the looms, but this affects only sonte
350 persons, the chief industry of the town being the winding of siik for
merchants of Kumbakonam.

The war has, of course, affected the silk industry, and the above estimates
must be taken to refer to the period immediately before its outbreak. The
effect of the war has been twofold. In the first place, the failure of German
and Swiss aniline dyes has caused many looms to cease working. In Trichi-
nopoly alone 500 out of 2,000 looms are said to be idle from that cause. The
price of such dyes advanced from 11 or 12 annas a tin to Rs.-13 or more, and
dyes now received by the merchants from Importers’ pre-war stocks are said
sometimes to be adulterated, presumably to increase the quantity available
for sale. Certain vegetable dyes—lac, cochineal, kamela powder and indigo
—are regularly used for reeled silk, but apparently rarely or never for cheap
materials, such ag spun silk and mercerised cotton. It is likely, therefore,
- that the use of such materials also is decreasing from lack of cheap dye-stufls.
This scarcity of dyes is naturally causing great uneasiness to all persons con-
nected with the silk industry, though there seems to have existed a general
expectation that England would be able to supply an article to take the place
of the German stuffs. Recently in the Punjaba rumour that J apan was put-
ting a cheap substitute on the market brought down the prices with a run
from Rs. 13 to Rs. 8-8, but the rumotr has not materialized. In the secomd
place, the price of all raw silks has advanced very greatly since the beginning
of the war, largely as a result of the heavy increase in the demand from
America. Indian raw silks—Mysore and Bengal—have also advanced,
apparently from sympathy, but not so greatly as the Japanese and Chinese
material. This increase in the price has caused an entire cessation of imports
of Chinese silk in some centres, as in Conjeeveram, where no such silk has
been received for the last four months, and in others a great reduction. In
Kumbakonam, for example, one merchant informed me that before the out-
break of war he imported 600 piculs* direct from China and about 20,000
piculs through Bombay, but since the war the amount has fallen by 25 per
cent. Similarly in Madura another merchant stated that before the war he
sold 100 seers of Chinese raw silk a month, whereas he now sells only 30.
Importers have in consequence begun to look about for a cheaper substitute
for Chinese silk, and in Kumbakonam the merchant referred to above has
imported a very cheap and coarse silk, apparently from Indo-China, and
stated that during the preceding month 20 boxes (containing 5% maunds each)
of this kind of silk were received in Kumbakonam. The demand for Bengal
and Mysore silk has also apparently increased, though both of these are too
high-priced to be taken as a substitute for the cheaper qualities of foreign
silk. Thus Malda and Mysore silk are said to cost Rs. 13-8 per Bombay seer
(or 72 tolas) in Kumbakonam, whereas the cheap silk mentioned abo_ve sells
for about Rs. 11, and cheaper qualities of Chinese silk—such as _mfer;or
Meang or Kobin—only cost Rs. 12-8 to Rs. 13. The supply of Indian siik,
however, even at present appears hardl_y_ to be equal to the demand, so t}}at
the Indian raw material is not in a position to gain in the market by the fall

*1 picul=133% lbs, -
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‘ ] i 't In Trichinopoly, where Indian silk
\ the demand for the Chinese article. . |
: a;:\iuly used, it is said that the demand_ is not greater thail tl%gcztslgﬁ)llg ?;, :1};:
Lresent moment, owing to the present hllgh agdt _ﬁuctu?,ltg}lll% spllalr s and fo the
" ' Wditions, s
iack of dye-stufis, but that under normal co1 . ; o for
- i silk would be used if it
he war, double the quantity of Mysore and Bengal si
:—e;g\;bta.inable. T }?e merchants complain that sometimes when the dqmand
increases the prices immediately rise in proportion, revealing a scall‘]cny (I)If
the article and driving the would-be buyers to purchase Chinese or other si
instead. :

This is undoubtedly one of the principal causes (_)f_ the falh}re t}Of tllllri
Bengal raw silk in the Madras market. F rom enquiries made 1ln 1e St
centres themselves it appears that this failure is due in Phe first place not su
much to any defect in the silk itself as to lack of suppl_les pure and simple.
Even at the prices ruling before the war more Bengal silk would apparentl.y
be readily taken, and if only production could be slightly cheapened there 1s
an enormous and expanding market waiting to receive it, as can b]e judged
from the import figures for the years 1889 to 1892 or 1895 and 1896. - There
is, of course, a general complaint that Bengal silk is very badly reeled, and one
weaying master in Conjeeveram asserted that he would be willing to pay
Rs. 5-8 or even Rs. 5-12 a (*Madrasi) seer for Bengal silk for which he now

- pays Rs. 5, if the silk were re-reeled and the knots eliminated,—and this in
spite of the fact that Mysore silk stood only at Rs. 4-8 and Chinese at Rs. 4
- or Rs. 44. From this it might be concluded that improvement of the method
of reeling is necessary before the demand will increase, hut such is not the -
case, because there are in fact two quite distinct kinds of demand “for raw
silk in the Madras Presidency. In the first place a particular kind of raw
silk is required for' a warp : this must be fine, even, and strong, and the
Chinese “ Minchow ” seems to fulfil all the requisites, though the best qualities
- of other kinds of silk are also sometimes used for the purpose. Thus in Salem
Shantung re-reeled, costing Rs. 30 per viss (=5 seers) or Rs. 18 a Bombay
seer, and the best quality of Mysore (Indubadi), at ahcut the same price, are
used for warps, and in Conjeeveram Malda silk at Rs. 15 a seer 1s employed
for the same purpose. Here, as has been said above, a higher price would be
given for better-reeled silk because it is wanted for warps. In Trichinopoly
on the other hand, Mysore silk, costing (including freight charges,  etc.)
Rs. 184 per maund of 40 Madrasi seers, or about, Rs. 13-8 g Bombay
S€eT, “appears’to be mostly used for the purpose, and consequently the
ordinary quality Malda ' silk mostly received, which costs Rs. 160 a
maund or Rs. 12 .a “Bombay scer, “satisfies the by ers as it appears
to be mostly fgr a weft thread that it is require(f. In Kumbakonam -
and in Madura “ Minchow ” is used almost entirely for warps, Malda being
found too weak and Mysore also rather too ful] of knots for the n

becauze in thihs district, the warps being mostly of cotton t ]
15 good enough, and jt is not worth while for the dealers to pay hi i

! & higher
for a better thread for the weft, It has already been seen tha% i% I{u§b2££;E?
an exceedingly coarse Indo-China silk seems likely to find favour
beqause 1‘13-15 ch‘eag,'though 16 18 far too coarse to make 3, good warp. Evyen the
Chinese “ Kobin ” ig only used for the weft at Salem for the manufacture of

good cloth.
4. There are therefore two distinct ways b ich t
. 'he ) ¥s by which the market for Be
silk and indeed Mysore silk also could be improved. These are (1) cherai]f;ﬁ%aé
_—
_ *1 DMadrasi seer=24 tolag and 3 Madrasi seers=<

)

1 Bombay seer,
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the processes of production and consequently putting the silk on the market at
a slightly lower price, and (2) improving the reeling. Of these two methods
the latter is by far the more uncertain since the market for such silk will be
“largely limited to the quantity of silk-warps required, and in many places
cotton is being used -for the purpose, and moreover such silk will have to con-
form to a very high standard and will be forced to compete with the best of
the Shanghai silks. The other method, if it is possible, offers, in my opinion,
a more satisfactory prospect. There is already—at normal times—a greater
demand than can be met by the supply, and the more the cost of the article
can be cheapened the greater will be the demand to an almost unlimited extent.
Prices being equal, the better quality silk or the better reeled will of course
be preferred, but for ordinary uses the silk weaving master and dealer is un-
willing to pay a higher price for better quality, so long as the lower-priced
silk is capable of being used as the weft thread in weaving. It must be noted
here also that finer reeling is not apparently required. In Conjeeveram
Malda is said to be preferred to any other silk and Mysore to rank second,
except as regards price. It is owned that Chinese is better reeled, but on the
other hand the Indian silk is said to take the dye better and Mysore is alleged
to be stronger than the Chinese. Therefore, though the weavers themselves
generally-prefer to work with Chinese silk, inasmuch as, being better reeled,
it is easier to handle, the merchants and weaving masters generally prefer the
product of Mysore or Bengal, especially the latter. Mysore silk is said to be,
if anything, too thin. It is trebled or quadrupled for the warp and doubled
for the weft before use. T particularly questioned the dealers and weavers in
“this and other places on this subject, and in no case did they answer that finer
reeling would be beneficial. In Conjeeveram one of the biggest importers
assured me, in fact, that the’increase in Chinese raw silk has been due solely -
to its cheapness and indigenous-silk is even now preferred by those who can
afford it, as it retains dyes better than the other, and T. L. V. Krishnan, silk
merchant of Wariur, Trichinopoly, asserted that finer reeling was not
required, “ Cossimbazar ” silk being even new sometimes too fine. Munisami
Ayyar of Madura, hlso, stated that five years ago only Mysore silk was used
and that he would use it now if it were only cheaper and better-reeled; 1t was
not, however, wanted any finer. It seems therefore that no serious cha_.nge n
the present method of reeling is at all advisable; only greater care might be
taken with profit in the process, so as to eliminate the frequency of breaks in
the thread, which are a cause of complaint among the weavers. T. L. V.
Krishnan, the silk merchant of Wariur, Trichinopoly, referred to above,
states that the standard varies very greatly in Bengal silk. Mysore silk is
generally better reeled than Bengal silk, but that known as “ Cossimbazar
is better in this respect than Mysore. This kind of Bengal silk is now said
to go chiefly to Benares. ~This merchant stated that he preferred Bengal to
Mysore silk as the latter loses more _Welght in blg:a_chmg_, and that he was ready
to bear the expense of samples of different qualities being sent to him, so that
he could choose what suited him best, having hlmsqlf written several times and
failed to receive a reply. This appears to show either a complete shortage of
supplies or a great lack of commercial organization, for although agents ave
said to come to the Madras centres from Rampur, 'Malda, etc., it seems to he
difficult for a dealer to obtain exactly what he requires. Tar more important,
however, than anything else is the need for some process for cheapening :hg-
methods of production, so as to enable the raw silk to be sold at a cheaper rate.
when it should certainly be able to compete_successfully with all but the very
finest qualities of Chinese or other foreign silk. :

Eaxports.

. aroe quantities of waste silk and cocoons are exported every year from
Mad51-'asL lfl’ggtq to Europe. Though silk is produced in the Kollegal taluk
of the Coimbatore district, bordering on Mysore, there is no sericulture
elsewhere in the Presidency : the exports may therefore be taken as almost
wholly of Mysore silk. The following table, taken from the Railborne Trade
Returns of the Mysore State for 1915-1916 (first three quarters), shows that
prztétically the whole amount of waste silk exported from that State goes in
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quantitv going »i¢ Harihar, towards Bombay :—

Yy a smal)

EXPORTS OF SILK WASTE FROM MYSORE PROVINCE

IN THE DIRECTION OF
1915-1916. :
Bisanatham, Hindupur. Harihar.
Mds. Mds. Mds.
During (uarter ending JUth June . . I 38
" » " 30th Soptember. 1,165} 1 104
" » 3lst December . . 1,021 . 284

Figures for this export trade from
Monograph on the Silk Fabric Industry

together with figures for recent years, taken from
to bring the former up to date :—

1889 to 1898 are given in the Madras

and an analysis of these is appended

the Seaborne Trade Returns,

_’Ea;pbrts of waste silk Jrom Madras

Year. Bi’ii?s Marseilles. France. Italy. Others. '{;ﬁ;;‘ }
1bs, ibs. Ibs. Ibs. Ibs. Rs.
1889 . 211,723 9,078 45 2,08,612
1830 . - .| 203,247 - 500 2,05,167
1891 . 167,760 " 4,968 3,276 1,59,123
1892 . 196,735 28,865 - 1,92,870
1893 . . 202,559 27,322 1,92,460
1894 , 191,262 .. ‘e 1,56,863
1895 . . 270,578 18,428 26,238 2,62,719
1896+ 7,019 217,815 1,27,042
1897* . 10,060 256,580 1,33,669
1898+ 10,250 270,118 .. "
1809.00 37127 \7{0‘;35‘4 o
| ) . 11,65,851
1900.01 45,200 . 303,388 2,32,135
1901-02 2,198 357,077 225 < 2,02,238
100203 32,645 408,152 600 3,30,151
1903.04 660 399,493 225 10,395 3,12,777
1904-05 . 272,188 .. 1,68,077
1905-06 - 456,050 . 225 2,48,125
1906-07 . 1,232 371,515 . 2,975 . 2,08,920
1907-08 . 1,247 276,222 83,813 - 2,165,775
1908-09 . 480,876 82,812 2,73,036
- 1909-10 ' 2,600 430,680 137,020 Ve 3,561,451

* The wriler of the

Monograph notes

““ The

Wl , diminished ex
exports to Marseilles, must, 1 conclude, he attributed to the dfs]lc))(():l
quarantine regulations, the consignments veaching Tngland hy

however, that this change of direction hag continued to the present day,
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Exports of waste silk from Madras—contd.

Year. B(i:‘f;i ) Marseilles. France. Ttaly. Others. \‘}?ib\ ;
1bs. . ibs. . - Ibs, Ibs. Ras,
) L
1910y ., 6,977 262,665 77,819 .. 2,19,248
e ., 12,847 288,662 73,068 2,730 2,17,141
912,13 . . . 6,940 238,522 50,824 .. 1,78,73%
0134 . L 17,494 175,772 62,500 | 1,75,776
191415 . . . 7,594 43,980 17,606 . i 50,575

Most of these exports from 1899-1900 to 1914-1915 are recorded 1n the
Returns as “ wild silk ” waste. It does not seem possible, however, that they
can be other than Mysore mulberry silk waste, for no other province than
Mysore sends raw silk to the Madras Ports in any quantity. The Inland
Trade Returns (Rail and River borne) for 1913-1914 show that 111 cwt. of
Indian raw silk from Madras, and 1,947 cwt. from Mysore were despatched
during that year to the Madras Ports, or about 12,500 and 230,500 1bs. respec-
tively. Exports of the same material from Madras Port to the Madras Presi-
dency and Mysore amounted only to 46 cwt. or 5,352 1bs., leaving a net import
of nearly 240,000 Ibs. Allowing for some inaccuracy in the figures for rail-
borne trade this result tallies sufficiently closely with the total quantity of
chassam exported by sea during that year (viz., 256,066 lbs.), the whole of
which is, however, recorded as “ wild silk,” no mulberry waste having been
exported, according to the Returns, during that period. Y‘Ve. shall probably’
be correct therefore in taking the whole of these so-called * wild silk waste
exports as exports of Mysore (or Kollegal) mulberry silk waste, t,hough‘wha.t
actual difference exists where mulberry silk waste is distinguished from “ wild
silk ” waste in the Returns, it is difficult to say. Assuming, however, that the
whole of these exports of chassam are of mulberry sﬂk, we have some guide to
the amount of such silk produced in Mysore. It will be seen from the table
that though the value of this waste silk has fluctuated between Rs. 13 lakhs and
. Rs. 31 lakhs during the years 1889 to 1913-14 the figure has been generally

higher during recent years than previously, from 1905-1906 to 1911-1912
never sinking below Rs. 2 lakhs and rising in 1909-10 to the highest record(;,d
—_wiz., over Rs. 34 lakhs. Tt is true that since that date there has been a steady
diminution, but the average yearly value from 1909-1910 to 1913-14 was over
Rs. 2% lakhs, whereas that of the period from 1904-1905 to 1908-1909 wlagqgg
little under the same amount, and the average for the ten years 16}5089 to =08
was only a little over Rs. 1} lakhs, though there was a cons1dera,‘ le 1?0{?%?;
in the five succeeding years. In 1914-1915 the value of the expor tls 0 “'fliio--&i
was only Rs. 1 lakh, but this sudden heavy decrease may be conf;lde‘f‘lt yfthcr i 11
to the effects of the war upon the sﬂk trac_ie, the whole of .the e.\pO‘It cln d lt‘lli\{l)l\‘;.
going to France, Ttaly and the United Kingdom. In this conte.:\té t,‘_we ol (-i' -
D oxcerpt from the © Foreign Railborne Traffic of the Mysore State o
Hﬁg oxee 5914_1915 published by the Mysore Economic Conference. may be
o tygaén the éll'bject :—* During the first half of the year under veview, 't_he
o e‘ts of reeled and raw silk together were 1,733 maunds : as compared W ith
;X?PSOQI maunds in the previous yéar. The falling off in the secoztd_qgarter.
vs;hen the trade was serions]y dislocated by tél}\]e :ﬁ%ﬁig;{ﬁﬁa&iﬁeigbnr:gis
than 50 per cen_t._ v t]h? ihE;Jdth){g a{}(fl?:'tii-cillafter a marked improvement is
depressed condition. W ].115 colnditions in regard to quantity of silk exported
shown and nea'rg"légéml&lowever continued to be seriously depressed and are
el reache;];dn. s: as the dema.r,ld for silk. which is an article of luxury, bas

E)ik(;]yq:;’i(fslslv affected by the war.” Nevertheless the export of silk waste bv
een Se ) :

#T’Wﬁﬁ&m-mf Fﬁé?f’“éfhmﬁﬂéctoi of Tndustries and Commerce,
*Ry Altred i 5 . . w b

a
YOL. ir,
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il rom Myvsore during the first three quarters of the year 1915-1916 reached
'v!;’sj:a;:a::f(‘lsﬂ(lvf ggéttnlbﬁ)0,000 1bs., andqif the export during the last quarter
was in the same proportion the total export should certainly equal that of
1915-1914 (256,000 lbs). The low figures for 1914-1915 may therefore be dis-
recarded in estimating the present normal output of Mysore silk. - .

 Itis frequeritly asserted that there has heen a very great decrease in this
cutput. Thus Mr. K. Subha Rao, Assistant Secretary to the Government of
Muvsore, General and Revenue Departments, states that_ the total. area under -
mulberry was in 1913-1914 about 28_,233 acres, and estimates the income as
at the lowest Rs. 50 lakhs, whereas it is said formerly to have amounted to
Rs. 75 lakhs or a crore. Other estimates, however, do not agree with this at
all. The following statement, supplied me by Mr. P. G. D’Souza, Secretary,
Mysore Economic Conference, puts the area under mulberry cultivation during
preceding years at a much higher figure, and there is no good reason for
believing that nearly 40,000 acres out of 67,000 went out of mulberry cultiva-
tion in a single year. , :

Statement showing the area under mulberry from 1902 to 1912.

. Year. . " Mulberry.
Acres.

180203 . . . e e e e e e, 42,244
100304« . . .. e e 44,605
100405 . . . . Ce e e e e 41,060
190506 - . . . . e e 71,821
190607 .« . . e e 57,160
190708« . . e e e, 84,485
190800 . . . . . . ..o oo w1
190810 . . . . o . L 69,520
12 11351 80,192
O < 69,022
191213 . 67,778

XN.B.—According to Statistics compiled by Mr. K. R. Srinivasiengar.,

These figures are supported by the following estimate from the same
source, which so far from showing any great decrease of exports in 1913-1914

shows on the contrary a heavy increase incompatible with a great reduction
In the area under mulberry cultivation. ' :

@

Statement showing value of silk exported from the Mysore State.

Year. | Value in Ra. Year. . Value in Rs,
oL Lakhs. J Lakhs.
190405 . . . ., 2882 we1r ., ., L, 2270
1905-06 . . . . .| 3912 1911-12 .
‘ Not available,
190607 . -+ . . . 37°60 912.13 . .,
190708 . . <. 4817 1913-14 e -
190809 . . . . . 38-39 191415 2181
1909-10 . . - .. 34-37

N ,B_—According to Statistical Abstraot prepared by Mr, K, R, Srinivasiengar,
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~ These estimates are; it is true, confessedly only approximate, and in so far
as they are founded on the railborne trade returns must be regarded as unreli-
able for reasons already given. There is no reason, however, to prefer the
lower estimate, and it must be confessed that very few facts are really avail-
able to guide us to a reliable estimate of the silk-output. Mr. Chatterton
Director of Industries and Commerce, states that he has no evidence that
there has been any marked fluctuation in the output of silk in Mysore during
recent years, and certainly, though there does seem fo have been rather less
Mysore silk used in the Madras Presidency, its chief market, there is nothing
to confirm the view that a very heavy decrease has occurred. The figures for
_the export of waste silk by sea from Madras seem, indeed, to be the only guide,
and from these (as has been seen above) it does not appear that the industry
is at all in a state of jeopardy.

_ Exports by sea of raw silk and cocoons are of no great value. Both are
mainly to France. Below is given a table of such exports, taken from the”
fipures given in the above mentioned monograph for the years 1889 to 1898,
and extracted from the Annual Sea-Borne Trade Returns of the Presidency
for the remaining period.

Exports of raw silk and cocoons from the Madras Presidency.

- Raw Sk (VALUE IN RUPEES)- | CocooNs (VALUE IN RUPEES).
YEAR. Bﬁ;i?x? France. Others. Total. | g I:ia.t France. | Others. L Total
. i, i Britain. :
1889 . . 760 | 15,010 . 15,770 | 2,565 5,000 7A3 7,565 .
1890 . .| 157121 28146% .. 43918 3872 E 3,872
1891 . .| 828 300 .. 1,12si 13,020 9| .. | 14400

1892 . . 640 1,400 | .. - 200 | 2,208 3,350 5,555

1893 . . .. e 1,650 1,650"E 8,010 | 16,207 i 24,271
1894 . . . 128 1,500 1,628 ‘ 1,611 686 1,012 | 3,300

T P . D T 178
1896 . . . 20,187 192 20,379-? 2,083 2,559 pe
1897 .. . . 4,107 4,107 r 459 1,148 . 1,607
1808 . . . .. 1,250 1250 .. 4,957 . 4,957
1899-1900 ‘

001 Ll e | . | 9,731 ) 9,731
190102 .| - " » 5| 1an 11,416
1902-03 1,500 19,980 . 21.48¢
1903-04 8,720 .. Cga20 0 1125 15075 450 | 16,650
1904-05 17,787 . 17787
100506 .| - - 24788 | .. 24788
190607 . . 3,375 .. 3,375 | 1,280 4,957 .. 6237

T 190708 .| - . AU A B VR 13 B R R 15,238
190800 .| .- . L 960 4,543 | 5503
190910 . . e . . ! 6,046 937 . 6,983
191011 .. - .. . . ‘ 2,849 5,524 % { 2,082 | 10,455
191112 . .. . .. o 15,356 | | 3,255 | 18611
1912-13 . o . _— . i . 7,009 7,000
1013-14 . . . . . 11,950 \ 2730 | 15,680
191415 = ol . . 2,230 | 970 | 2,500

GR M
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ain that the raw silk export was at the be?ﬁa
very smail and uncertain one, and has cqased elntl%'etlly (?f re(;z;lth g:vzl;-sér 5 ;Z
'L"Zi};'ul-t of cocoons, also, 1s of very ﬁuqtuat{I}g va ue’i‘l her eﬁs;egres owover to be
a recular trade in these eu.'tlcles w1§l3 France. }else Pft, clude both
mulberry and wild silk, which are differentiated ‘1n tf e Returns ( 1bor
page 43). It seemed best to amalgamate the figures i)r reasltl)ns,glven 112 0 ((3:1.
Probably by far the larger portion, if not md_eed all, of the raw sl fao,n
COCOONS éprrf;ed were in fact Mysore muiberry silk, as. ther%‘ is no tra(}:le 0 an)tr} ,
ather province sending wild silk to Madras for export to uropeé1 vIvt elreas i
is certain that Mysore mulberry cocoons are shipped to France and lta y._]-

6. Exports by rail to other provinces are of more importance, as wi 1 be

seen from the following figures :—
Ezports by rail from Madras of Indian raw silk.

irom these figures 1t is pl

—_— Maunds. Rs.
1910-11 . 237 1,43,245
191112 . om0 148,167
1912-13 . 169 . 93,475
1913-14 . . =L, 387 2,14,250 .
191415 i 297 1,93,545

Most of this silk is shown as going to Bombay Port, though a considerable
guantity is also recorded as exported to Mysore. .The chief exporting blocks
are South Carnatic, Deccan, North Carnatic, and Madras Port, in that order.
The South Carnatic includes the silk-centres of Chidambaram, Kumbakonam,
Mayavaram in South Arcot, and the Tanjore district: the Deccan includes
Bellary, Dharmavaram in Anantapur district, and other centres: and the
North Carnatic block includes the great weaving centre of Conjeeveram.
What portion, if any, of this export is waste silk it is impossible to say as the -
figures for waste and reeled are not given separately in the railborne trade
returns. Exports of foreign raw silk by rail are also mostly to Bombay Port
and Mysore, but they are of very small value and do not require further-con-
sideration. A small quantity of Indian raw silk was also formerly exported
by coasting trade to Calcutta (viz., 560 lbs. valued at Rs. 3,200 in 1899-1900,
and 462 lbs. valued at Rs. 2,900 in 1900-1901), and in 1901-02 300 lbs. at
Rs. 2,000 and 1903-1904 336 Ibs. at Rs. 672 to Burma. These exports have,
however, entirely ceased. To judge hy their registered values the first three
of the ahove-mentioned consignments were reeled silk; of the nature of the

last-mentioned, valued at Rs. 2 a 1b., there is no indication.

Silk substitutes.

7. Before leaving the subject of the raw material a few words must be
added on the use of substitutes for silk—wiz., artificial silk and mercerised
cotton. Artificial silk is treated in detail elsewhere and does not concern the
Madras Presidency, where no such material appears to be used. Mercerised
cotton, however, is imported in considerable quantities either direct from
England or from merchants of Bombay and Madras. Imports of mercerised
cotton yarn into the Madras Ports amounted in 1914-1915 to 81,134 lbs.,
valued at Rs. 1,63,474, of which 69,974 lbs. at Rs. 1,51,349 came from the
United Kingdom, and the remainder from Germany. Imports from the latter
country must have entirely ceased and I found none of the German material
in use in the Presidency. Japanese mercerised cotton i, however, largely
used and evidently reaches the Presidency »i¢6 Bombay. F igures for previous
“years are not available, as t}_le article was not separately recorded in the
Returns, but-the use of mercerised cotton is said to be increasing in the Presi-
dency. InConjeeveram, Salem, and Trichinopoly none is used, or only a very
small quantity where a white thread is necessary in the weaving of silk. In
Madura, Coimbatore, and Kumbakonam, however, a certain amount is used, -
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- und large quantities are con : -
18 gen,erauy_ used for border:uilsﬁ:gsnaﬂ;e égolms ° 'lanJore.‘ L Cojmbatbre it
silk, just as cotton and Gl aTe ordmaﬁuhu order 1s received for borders of
unless orders are given for silk alone. 1 yhused To} Lhe body of the 1apric
Japanese articles are in use. {n Madur nt?) I ot tho lunglish and o
but not in large quantities, the dye aJE C pBloh marerial ls mostly usec
to be relatively fast, Whotars the ja's on English mercerised cotton are found
Al In Kumbakonam Rs. 10000 pax;;?e. material will not retain the dye av
only a small proportion of this (estiv;l(;ied li iﬁald to be purchased yearly, but
that town itself tfor a white thread in sil at ks. 500 worch) 15 actuaily used mn
to Tani in silk borders, the remainder mostly going
e sa.ingge-ha ‘ioth Jaip_a?e;e and English are imported and mercerisedycgottoi
- sald ‘ supplanted spun silk in the market. The Japanese article
vaflmi?s llls Sﬁld to be Ire(.luently dyed in Bombay, is alleged to be?nferior to the
glish, but to be cheaper. The reported prices are—English und
?;p;i-et (pcti:r b&mﬁﬂe cﬁ 5 1bs.), Japanese undyed Rs. 10-4 Engli;lf é;edulllls )’fg
nese dyed Rs. 11 to Rs. 12. The prl ’ he to
quality and in this case the English Z,rfil(;llzesaggggl"shtoowgzegf acco;%mgblto
better quality than the Japanese. In Tanjore a great quantity is ?;)sgill Ieilr ; tly '
for the manufacture of saris for a particular market Ther); are said (t)s bZa
at pres.ent 350 persons engaged in this industry, but this is a mere guesls. S}‘he
ggzvgz z I:vz:‘)(z ﬁtgr;?lel%z (;ln_l%aéggg g;n silk, but t}&e mercerised cotton industry has
et are aaidl to have heen nd-yea,(lis, and goods to the value of Rs. 5,000
T O S e L pro 1(11106 Tsmce the outbreak of war, formerly
- reblo that amoun S gS 5:193 Eo : “he weaving 1s in most of the regular
, used)Pbein ) ; e “ Solid-border " ‘saris (for which three shuttles are
eing manu actured, and gold thread is plentifully used. The chief
market is said to be to Indian Christians in the Presidency and in the Straits
Settlements, the goods being used for special occasions and not being washed.
Dyed Japanese material 1s mostly used, so that washing is practically out of
the question. The weaving is admittedly far too good for the material, saris
ornamented with gold lace selling for as.much as trom Rs. 40 to Rs. 150 for
7 yards. Without a gold lace border they may be purchased for from Rs. 6
upwards. It is indeed a cause for-Tegret that the silk-weavers of Tanjore
have adopted this cheap and shoddy substitute for real silk, since the material
is certainly not worth the fine weaving and gold thread put into it. So-long,
however, as the market remains the Tanjore merchants will naturally continue
to supply it, and the weavers will continue to work with this material. Else-
where in the Presidency, however, mercerised cotton does not appear to have
any hold upon the market and there does not seem to be-any fear that it will

_ offer a serious menace to the silk industry.
Q1K MANUFACTURES.
Foreign Imports.

8. Silk goods of foreign manufacture are not very largely used in the
Madras Presidency. The total value of 1mports by sea 1nto Madras Ports of
silk manufactures (excluding yarns, noils and warps, which have been dis-
cussed elsewhere) amounted 1n 1914-1915 to just under Rs: 1 lakh. AS-.\\‘lIH
be clear from the following table the greater part of this import grade s in
pure silk piece~goods, goods of silk mixed with other materials having appar-
ently been impor't;ed, however, in some quantity in 1912-1913 and 1913-1914.

Imports of silk manufactures (eacluding Yorns, noils and warps) by sea wko Madras (value in Rs.).

!
‘ s(i}l(l){oﬁxsi;’)éd Other kinds |
—— Piece-goods. | ith other (tlfread for \ TOTAL.
' ’ h sowing, etc.).
mntqmuls. |
T e T e T T ) ————— e - - '
' 2 1,128 4,322 | P
S e . o Ty
31 4,463 | 8907
1906-07 71,060 |
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. . ' nto Madras (value M
{wanorie of ik manufactires (erd““fh'ng yaris, noils and warps) by sea wnlo (

Rs.)—contd.
o] e | Qe
_ f Piece-goods. ‘;i:ile :‘);i:;: r sg Wir:g’ otu). .
’ i
4,236 | 5,757 3,189 53,182
190708 ‘

190808 . . . . . . -« .| @ 69195 2,461 3,832" 75,488 "
190900 . . . . . ... 79,027 490 8,221 87,138
9100, . . . . W . .| 110518 6l | 4,680 | -1,15250
W12 . . . . . . . .| 108305 5 7,098 | 1,15,408
191213 ., ‘. ..o 1 117,400 16,973 4,859 1,39,241
g L1 B R B 7K 7 T N 7,679 | - 1,52,137
0415 . . . . . . . . 80865 2,630 6,723 99,218

" During the first five years of this period more than 50 per cent. of the
piece-goods imported came from the United Kingdom, presumably suppiying
the Presidency ‘Lown itself. During the latter haif of the decade ratner less
has been imported from kngland ana rather more from Japan, which in 1912-
1913 supplied Rs. 45,694 out of the total Rs. 1,17,409, or almost exactly the
sarme amount as came trom the United Kingdom. A considerable portion of
the remainder generally reaches Madras from the Straits Settlements. ‘The
other figures are unimportant, except for the mixed goods received in 1912-
1913 and 1913-1914. These came chiefly from Uermany, France, and
England, and their decrease in 1914-1915 is due to the total cessation of
imports trom the two first-named countries, presumably on account of the war:
A certain amount of foreign manufactured silk also reaches the Madras
Lresidency from Bombay by rail and coastwise. The Returns for the kait-
borne Trade show that only a few hundred rupees’ worth of such articles are
ordinarily despatched by goods train trom Bombay, though in 1910-1911 the
figure stood at nearly Ks. 8,000. The bulk of this trade must, however, be
sent by passenger train and is consequently not registered. In any case no

very large quantity of foreign manufactured silk is used in the Presidency.

weaving and finish of the articles, combined with the range of patterns, which
cannot easily be copied, and their cheapness, puts them beyond local compet;-
tion. In Madura also Japanese silk goods are sold, but not in any consider-’
able quantity. Piece-goods of cotton and artificial silk come from the United
Kingdom, but only in a minute quantity. There does not seem to be any likeli-
hood, therefore, of foreign manufactures ousting Indian-made silk fabrics
from the market, the former only supplying a limited demand for silk of a

particular quality or finish which cannot be supplied from the local market,

Indian Imports.

9. Indian-made goods from silk-centres outside the Presidency appear
to be rather more in demand, but the import of such is not a large one. In
1911-1912 the railborne imports of Indian manufactures amounted to
Rs. 37,330, mostly from Mysore. This is not a regular line of trade, however,
small quantities of such artlcle_s coming in one year from the Punjab, and in
another from the United Provinces, by rail, and from Bombay or other pro-
vinces by coasting vessels, these last being mostly goods of silk and cotton.  In
Trichinopoly Surat-made silk cloth and printed silk from Calcutta is sold,
but in the main the local looms appear to satisfy the demands of the Presi-

dencv. In former years the imports by coastwise trade, mostly from Bengal,
Bombay or Goa, reached a fal_rly considerable sum. - Between 1896 and 1902
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their average value was about Rs. § lakh, but in the succeeding decade it sank
to a negligible amount. During the last three years (1912-13 to 1914-15),
however, there has been some ncrease, especially in 1913-14, when goods

: valged at Rs. 22,180, mostly from Bombay Ports, were received by coasting
trade.

Ezports.

10. The export trade is a very much more extensive one. Mention has
already been made of the .trade between Tanjore and the Straits Settlements
in mercerised cotton goods. The following table.will give an idea of the
export trade by sea as a whole :— '

—_— 1910-11. 1911-12, 1912-13. 1913-14. 1914-15.
Rs Rs Rs. Rs Rs
SILE MANUFACTURES.
Silf Piece-goods.
To Ceylon . . .. ; 394 205 " 3,608 5,186 871
. Straits Settloments . P .13,251 5,769 3,850 | - 10,387 1,280
,» Federated Malay States . .17 12,380 5,878 2,516 17,428 23,752
» Natal . . . .. -16,820 31,801 - 32,131 | . 22,413 . 19,843
., Otherplaces . . .- .| 313 419 ~ 659 | 2,384 243
Torar . 43,167 | 44,162 | 42,824 51,798 | 45,989
Goods of silk mized with olher
malerials. ’
ToCeylon . . . . .| 811 - 3,308 180 4,566 15,479
, Otraits Settlements . . . ‘13,330 13,246 0,044 39,196 14,485
,» Federated Malay Stutos . R 4,260 7,582 25,285 25,425 9,065
» Natal - . . . . . 12,465 30,230 8,614 17,880 5,159
,» Other places . . . 2,720 2,842 | 2,500 396 4,695
ToraL . 41,886 57,208 45,923, 87,463 48,883
Uther sorls . . . < 50 31 50 o 180
ToraL OF SIL< MANUFACTURES . 85,103 1,01,491 | 88,797 1,45,261 95,032

Exports of silk manufactures to foreign countries are, therefore, on the
increase. The heavy consignments of both pure silk and mixed goods to the
Malay States are noteworthy. This market was apparently only discovered
in 1909-1910, but since that year exports thereto have been steadily increasing.
Similarly, exports to Natal appear to have begun about 1907-1908, and alread
it is normally the biggest purchaser of pure s111§ goods, and in 1911-1912 tcok
more than 50 per cent. of the total export of mixed goods also. The increase
in the export trade from Madras by sea may be judged from the fact that in
1905-06 the figure reached only Rs. 17,264, and the average for ’ghe' five years
1905-06 to 1909-10 was only Rs. 33,257.; The export tradp WlthlI}-BI‘li.‘;lsh
India, on the other hand, shows a very serious decrease. ‘This trade is mainly
by coastwise with Burma, and in the course of the last 15 years has, as the

-
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following table will show, sunk from a value of several lakhs of rupees to a

tew thousand :— |
of Indian sik manufactures coastwise from Madras ports.

Exports
(GooDS OF SILK MIXED
____jTis_._____ M OTHERSORTS,| TOTAL.
—_ To Burma. Others. To Burma. Others.
T - ' . Rs.

18991000 . . . (1;3',533 a0 1,?3,541 ?&134 P
190008 . . .| [853,579 015 | 235793 8,650 5,98,937
woloz . . .| oeeees | 169 | 186008 4,50,823
1902-03 . . - 73,906 520 29,740 300 | 1,04,556
1903046 . . - 78,699 420 50 67 79,236
1904.05 46,182 750 15,435 210 110 62,687
190506 . . .| 23424 836 10,148 297 .. 34,755
1906-07 0,477 638 1,221 990 30 12,356
190708 . . . 21,989 965 1,080 128 24,162
190809 . . . 7,184 95 197 17 .. . 7,476
10020 . . .| 1598 179 48,264 . 194 63,865
w041 . . . 4,890 31,466 . 160 36,516
iz . . Ll 2,08 225 20,188 . 10 | 42,479
91213 . . .| 22452 205 15,032 . 8 | 37,607
101314 . . . 3,625 3,706 21,918 298 400 | 29,947
19415 . . . 20 4205 3,816 " .. 8,041

This decrease more than balances the rise in exports to other countries,
and I know of no satisfactory explanation for the comparative failure of the
Burma market and the change of taste in that province. The place of Madras
silk-goods has not been taken by local manufactures, for according to tha
‘census figures the number of silk spinners and weavers in the province fell
from 34,029 to 18,621 between 1901 and 1911, and the figures for cotton-
weavers also show a heavy decrease. Foreign imports of mixed goods, how-
ever, into Burma show a very marked increase, and these have apparently
replaced the goods formerly obtained from Madras. Without local enquiries
it is impossible to discover the cause of this reversal of public taste, or in
what respect, if any, the Madras goods are less satisfactory than the foreign,
or, indeed, whether the supplies from Madras have not merely been transferred
to another market, and sufficient of such goods no longer being available the
Burmese market is forced to turn to other sources of supply. The fact
remains that the exports of Madras manufactures to that province are no
longer of anything approaching their old importance.

Recorded transactions by rail in Indian manufactures are negligible
during recent years. except in 1911-12, when 59 maunds valued at Rs. 38,000

appear to have been imported (part from the Punjab to Madras Port and part
from Mysore to the Deccan), and 24 maunds valued at Rs. 17,000 to have been
exported from the South Carnatic to Mysore. Ordinarily, however, manu-
faoturaed silk is sent by passenger train and does not appear in the Railborne
Trade Returns. Silk cloth manufactured at Coimbatore goes to the Bombay
Presidency and 1s sold in Poona and other places; and silk turbans and other
articles are exported from Trichinopoly to Secunderabad and elsewhere.
Most of the silk goods ‘made in Trichinopoly however are sent by passenger
train to Madras for distribution, and no further information is available as

to their nltimate destinations. ;
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WEeAvING IN MADRAS.

_ 11. It has already been said that according to the census figures the number
of persons engaged upon silk spinning and weaving in the Presidency largely
increased between 1901 and 1911. This is confirmed by the fact that it is stated
on all sides that the amount of silk consumed in most of the large centres has in-
- creased during the same period. The most important of such centres are Kumba-
konam and Mayavaram in the Tanjore district: Conjeeveram in Chingleput :
’I_‘richinopoly, Madura, Salem and Coimbatore. In Tanjore, as has been said,
silk weaving has died out, though a very large amount of silk-winding takes place
there. -The most important importing centre is Kumbakonam, from which place
the other centres largely draw their supplies of raw silk. The importers of that
town receive foreign material either (in a few cases) direct from China, or (ordin-
arily) from merchants in Bombay or Madras. The material is paid for either
immediately or within ten days of receipt, and is issued to the smaller merchants
or employers of weavers. In this case credit is generally given, sometimes for
several months, but the silk is of course sold at such a price as will allow for interest
on the period for which eredit is given. The raw material is sometimes issued
just as it is received, but in other cases it is cleaned, bleached and dyed before
selling. Thus the Japanese raw silk imported is dyed and made up into balls
(umdai), two of which weigh 5} seers (i.e., 6 seers of raw silk as recelved), before
sale. One importer keeps 15 twisting machines and 12 pirn-winding machines,
worked by women, by which the silk is prepared for the local market. This same
importer also advances silk yarn to the weavers themselves and buys the woven
cloth from them. Ordinarily, however, the weavers are little more than servants
of the small employers, who pay them a fixed price for a certain quantity of a
particular kind of weaving, finding them in all the necessary material. Very
frequently, in towns, the looms are on the employers’ premises and the weavers
come daily to work, as at a factory. The village-weavers come in to the towns to
fetch the material and weave it at their own houses. It is the general rule for
the weavers to take large advances from their employers, which leave them almost
continuously in the employers’ debt. This system prevails all over the Presidency.
Tn Conjeeveram, for example, the merchants buy from the importers and get the
silk prepared for weaving : it is then made over to the weaving community on
the usual terms: The number of such merchants or employers of weavers 1s very
great : in Coimbatore alone, for instance, there are said to be one hundred. Men
of this position may employ from ten to two hundred or more weavers. The
amount earned by the weavers varies according to the nature of the weaving
and the speed with which they work. Generally 1t is said to amount to from
3 annas to Re. 1 a day, but I am rather doubtful whether the latter sum 1s
ever reached, though this is said to be the case in a factory in Salem where six
Ampthill looms are in use for weaving satis valued at from Rs. 100 to Rs. 160.
Elsewhere in Salem, however, the weavers appavently make at the outside
‘8 to 10 annas a day. In another factory in Kumbakonam, on the other hand,
where the owner has set up seven Jacquard looms, the weavers are reported to
earn from 8 to 12 annas a day, where before the installation of these looms they
were able to earn 8 annas a day. If this is the case the employment of such looms
has been of little or no advantage to the actual weavers. In Trichinopoly they are
caid to earn about Rs. 10 a month for weaving silk ornamented with gold lace,
though a very skilled worker may make as much as Rs. 15. The weavers can,
of course, purchase their own materials and weave them into cloth at their own
houses, selling the woven article in the bazar. This system also prevails in some
places side by side with the ordinary method, and in Trichinopoly a weaver s
said to be able to earn as much as Rs. 20 a month in this way. On the other
hand he may earn only Rs. 5 or Rs. 6, since he 18 unable to wait for a good price
to be offered and must sell for whatever is given. Thus in Madwa a silk-
cloth merchant informed me that he bought both from employers of weavers and
also from weavers themselves in the bazar, but that he paid less to the latter.
In this way the weaveris heavily handicapped in any attempt to break away
from the prevailing system and better his position. There are. however, two
gides to the question of the weaver and phe small employer. On' the one hand,
the employer 1is generally_ very much in the nature of a middleman. H?
generally does not himself import the raw material but buys 1t from the aqbua

H
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sporier. who usually resides in the same town. HedlgaY: lttls;ﬁgreﬁ E:t E,hz‘
<l prepared for weaving by giving it oub to wmderslan yers, ;’h_ e is 5‘02716
ahout 2 annas a seer each for the process; frequent Yihowevel‘, ; 131)"@‘1 * the silk
bw the importers themselves. In such cases the employer merely DUY

b ‘ . 1
adv prepared and makes 16 OVEE to the weavers, getting himself however a
i,{jr.*_"ri}t ?}n%?; may accrue from an ilqproved market or other sourc:es.h 1 ‘]}JIave
irequently found such employers. entirely lacking i 1mt1atlyel\(athoug pe& &Pz :
thi< i« more comronly the case in the Bombay Presidency than n adr?,s) an : 11_10

heing generally entirely dependent on their trade, they are often very u.gm ing
to introduce any improvements o do their work otherwise than 1n the way
 their fathers did 1. Ratber than change their old-fashioned methods they
appear to be content to let the industry die out completely. This 18 certaml%r
not nearly so much the case in Madras as in Bombay, but none the less the small
employer is frequently a serious drag on any attempt to 1Mprove the conditions
of the weavers or of the industry generally. I believe that the weaver himself,
once he can be convinced thata proposed improvement will really enable him to
earn more, is generally ready to adopt the new method. T am afraid this is nob
generally true of the small employer, who from lack of interest or lack of imbiative
will very often allow competitors to outstrip him rather than adopt a fully-demon-
strated improvement. On the other hand, there 18 another side of the picture.
The weaver, as & class, 18 said to be extravagant, careless, and very unreliable.
They will not work at all until they have received 2 large monstary advance,
and having received it they are said o require the eye of the employer to be con-
stantly upon them, ascases of weavers absconding with their advances are reported
to be the reverse of infrequent. The employer 18 consequently forced to protect
himself and cover possible losses by reducing the rate of pay to 2 minimum and
appropriating anything i1 the nature of extra profit himself. Similarly, any attenpt

to better the weavers position by the establishment of a wnion or co-operative

society has to contend against the disadvantage that it is by the nature of things .

unable to make large advances. In Conjeeveram owing to the zeal and- energy
of Mr. P. Ramachandra Sastriar, the Secretary, a co-operative union has been
started and was registered as © The Big Conjeeveram Urban Weavers’ Union”’ -
at the end of 1905. The npumber of members of this Union was in 1915 about 300,
of which more than two-thirds were weaver-members. All of these are, however,
cotton-weavers : the silk-weavers of little Conjeeveram or Reddipet have so far
resisted all attempts to persuade them to join, The population of the town was
in 1911 53,864, of which about a fitth are said to be weavers (cotton and silk : the
silk-weavers are given in the Censug returns as numbering about 8,500), so that
the percentage of weavers of any kind who have joined the Union is still very small.
The object of the Union as stated in the By-laws is as follows :— : -

“ The object of the union is the improvement of the hand-loom industry
and of the economic condition of the weavers residing in places
named in by-law 2. Tor the purpose of attaining this object, it shall
be competent to the union to raise the money required for the union
from weavers and others, by issue of shares and by borrowing by way
of deposits or otherwise ; to purchase such raw materials and appli-
ances as may be required for the industry and retail the same either
for cash or credit o the weaver members residing In those places ;
to grant loans to them; to purchase and hold in common or let
on hire improved apphances connected with the industry ; to pﬁr—
chase or receive for sale the finished products of members’ looms and
sell the same to the best advantage and to do such other acts as may
be conducive to the attainment of the general object of the union.”

The following further details arg taken from the By-laws. Any weaver
over 18 years of age residing in the specified area and any non-weaver over I8
years of age residing in the Districts of Chingleput and Madras may, on his payin
for_ one or more shares, be admitted as a member. The share mon:ay may be paig
n mst_alments al}d the Jiability of cach member 1s limited to the share capital
gubscribed by him. The -capital of the Union is nominally Rs. 50,000, divided

into 10,000 §hares of Rs. 5 each. The admission fee 1s 2 annas pe;.‘ s};a,re and
3,000 shares are reserved” Tor allotment to weavers, preference being given i’n the
allotment of shares to weaver-applicants. The Board of - Directors is competent

?»"‘
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ggr Iétlllaekcraez:dvancets. ffor Weaving purposes to a limited amount and to lend money
o o Sinlﬂzlzymen bo prior debts, limited to Rs. 50 as the total amount payable
roser \Ze o gmef(lil eﬁ- One fourth of the net profits are carried each year to the
e nd and the balance is distributed as dividends and bonus on a fixed
cale. It 1s interesting to observe the reasons given for the fact that in 1907
many members broke away from the Union, for these same reasons largely
account for the comparative unsuccess of the Union among the cotton-weavers,

?;ll(lio vi;lsle total failure to bring in the silk weavers. These. reasons are given as

“(1) The Union professed to help the weavers with loans to pay oft
‘ the}r old de_bts, recovering them gradually from them later on.

This the society could not do. Elsewhere they could get whatever
money they wanted, no matter on what terms.

(2) The Union professed to provide the members with yarn and appliances
at fa,voura,b_le rates, but could not do so. It laboured under
the same difficulties as the weavers had been suffering wunder
for want of funds. :

(3) The Union paid fixed prices and held back from the sums so payable
instalments in repayment of such advances as had been made
previously. This withholding of instalments was xigorously
observed whether or not further advances were made, however
much they were needed. Nlsewhere, much laxity is allowed
in repayments, and further advances can be got whenever desired.
Also the whole of the prices less some trivial deductions are paid
into their hands, so that it is available to be spent in any manner

: they pleased.

(4) The Union demands a certain standard of quality in cloths to be
maintained, and also correct measurements. Elsewhere any
article could be passed off, whatever its quality or measure be.”

Since August 1915 there has  been a Reddipet Silk Weavers’ Co-operative
Society. This already numbers 50 members. It is doubtful, however, how far
. this society will benefit the weavers. It is a substitute for the employer in so far
as it will give out loans, but there is apparently nothing to ensure that such loans
are spent upon weaving purposes and not upon marriage expenses or other calls
of the same nature. Were it not for the system of advances and the inability of
the Co-operative Union to free the weavers from the clutches of the money-lenders
by enabling them to pay oft their previous debts, a Union like that of Big Con-
jeeveram might be a great success. At-present, as has been said above, the
weavers, when they bring their products to the marlket, do not ordinarily receive
the proper price for their goods. It may be the case, it is true, that such goods
are inferior, as is sometimes stated by the employers, but the fact remains that
tbis inferiority must certainly be due to the weavers’ knowledge that in all pro-
bability they will not get what their goods-are worth, a knowledge which can only
tend to produce careless and slovenly work. By such a Union as that of Con-
jeeveram the weaver-members have always a market for their goods—viz. the Union
itself, and though it is not necessary that every small employer should cease to
give out work to weavers, ab least he would be- compelled by the competition ot
the articles sold by the Union, to pay fair rates for what he receives. The oppuost-
tion of the small employers as a class is therefore to be taken into account, aud
unless and until the weavers can be released from the continuous state of debt m
which they ordinarily live, it is hardly possible for a Union to number mote than a
fractional part of the Weaver-community ameong its members. Even if this could
be achieved, a great amount of persuasion must inevitably be necessary before
the weavers will join the Union in any quantity, since under the present conditions
they obtain almost anlimited advances for any purpose from their employers,
whereas under Union conditions they can only receive the wages due to them and
the profit accruing from their labour. In forming any society of this nature,
therefore, it is primarily necessary to find out the extent of 1ndebtedpess prevmhpg
among the community of weavers, and the amount of advance which they ordin-
arily receive. If this is very large, considerable funds and even greater pcwers
of persuasion will be necessary to make a success of anything in the nature of a
(Co-operative Union. :

): 1
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5. ‘

12, Before leaving the subject of ¢onditions of weaving in Madras, the followirg
remavks by Mr. Chatterton on the hand-l_oon}’mdusm‘y ,‘?xtracted from the C'ens?.’s
Report of 1011 (Chapter XTI Oceupation, part 1I- ‘Industnail Occupation,”)
mav profitably be quoted, although it refers primarily to the weaving of cotton :—
* Through efforts fostered by Government there has been a marked development
in the use of the fly-shuttle slay, which ncreases the output of each loom on an
average by not less than 50 per cent. It is estimated thai_: the total number is
not less than 10,000, and indeed it is put at a very much higher figure than this
by merchants engaged in the trade. A review of all the evidence available leads
to the conclusion that the hand-loom industry is holding its own, and that the
genera) increase in prosperity is leading to an increased demand for its finer pro-
ducts.””  “ The condition of the hand-loom weavers is generally assumed to have
steadily deteriorated owing to the effect of competition, and of indirect evidence
there is plenty in support of this idea. The weavers themselves complain that
their condition has become steadily worse, that they have to work harder and
that now the coarse weavers, even by the most unremitting toil, are only able
to make a bare livelihood.” Mr. Chatterton then, after giving figures for the
industry, goes on to say, “‘ I think, therefore, we may safely accept the following
conclusion. That in the last 40 years the number of hand-loom weavers has
remained practically stationary, but that owing to stress of competition they
now turn out a larger amount of finished goods than was formerly the case ; that
is to say, the majority of them have to work harder to make a bare living. " One
might also add that their lot would probably be greatly improved if they could
Ek(:emdtu?s}? 11;;)]1 accept outside assistance, which can only be effectively rendered by
establishment of small hand-loom weaving factories. The individual weaver
suffers because he is still trying to carry on a complex series of operations without
l1'143c0g111’910131 oi thi a,dv_antialges (l,]fg sub-division of labour.” To this it may be added
owever, that where In the silk-i y 4 i ; o
small merchants employ a numb;dgfsgzaiggl ui?:ilt]flzctques T
e le present system—the con-
tion of the weavers does not appear to be an enviable one, and the remedy

| 1z;lppe{;u'svramher t(f lie in the weavers assisting themselves by combin_ing together
;) c} tain I1:1213 full fruits of thelr_-labour, than in their being combined under a

1si engi ; irf:g) 33:; f;)fr :ﬁ:hpléricéisegfe 11111c;1'eas111g -hhls I]);roﬁts. The difficulties which
the Conjeeveram Weavers, Unios » however, have been exemplified in the case of
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CHAPTER IIIL
"I'he Silk Trade of the Punjab and North-West Frontier Provincé.

Raw SiLk.
Imports.

1. The Punjab receives practically the whole of its supplies of raw silk
from China vié Bombay and Karachi. A certain quantity is, however,
imported from Yarkand and Bokhara by transfrontier routes, and a large
amount of silk apparently passes through the Punjab on its way from Kashmir
to the sea-coast. It is extremely difficult to arrive at a correct estimate of the
amount actually consumed in the Punjah, owing to the confusion that exists
with regard to the registration of this latter trade. Before 1906-07 the
figures for the external land trade of the Punjab are of very little use, owing
to frequent changes of the system of registration and the difficulties experi-
enced 1n effecting it. In 1907 registration of the trade with Kashmir com-
pletely ceased, Kashmir being made a separate block in the returns of the
Inland-Trade of the Punjab. Before that date at least a certain portion of
that trade was registered in the External Land Trade Reports of the North-
West Frontier Province. After that date the bulk of the Kashmir trade
ceased to be registered at all, for the Internal Trade Returns take account onty
of Railborne Trade, and the Kashmir trade is not railborne. The trade with
Ladakh (Kashmir) and with Tibet was confused in 1907 and in that year
registration of trade with Tibet ceased. Towards the end of the year,
however, it was restarted, and in the following year the various trade-routes
were first differentiated in the Returns. Until 1912-13 trade with Ladakh
was registered on two routes, piz., Sultanpur or Kulu and the Nachar Bhabeh
and Baralacha Passes; after that date trade with Tibet only was registered
by these routes and the figures for the trade with Central Asia »id Ladakh
(and apparently for part of the trade with Kashmir itself in silk) were
obtained from Leh (in Ladakh). It is therefore almost impossible to dis-
entangle the figures for the Kashmir trade (which merely passes through the
Punjab on its way to the coast) from those for the trade with Yarkand and
other places, silk from which 1s consumed in the province. The following
table has been obtained by extracting the figures for the silk import trade
given in the Returns for the External Land Trade of the North-West
Frontier Province and combining them with those given in the similar Returns
for the Punjab. It will serve to show how impossible it is to get a complete
view of the trade during the last 10 years :—

] ¢ L
Yoar Tmports of Raw Silk from Into ‘!“(1\‘;2{:_3 n
190506 . . .| Kashmir . . . .« . . . . |NWEP 63
" Punjab . 1854
Ladakh . . . . . . . . » . 2H
1906-07 . . . | Kashmir . . . . e . . . ' . 4,40
Ladakh . . . . . . . . » . 113
1907-08 . . N Y . . . . . . . . » . .18t
1908:09 . . . | North and East Afghanistan vid Khyber . . . N-W.E. P 43
Ladakh vid Sultanpur or Kulu ; . . . . | Punjab . 67
1909'10 - . . P2 ] ” 5 . . . ., L] »” - 116
y [t
1910-11 . . . [T » ” . . . . . »” N 93
! North and East Afghaniaten vid Khyber . . . | N-W.F. P 9
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Year. Imports of Raw Silk from . Into Quiﬁﬁt.y "
i” { 1/1.3 | Ladakh vid Sultanpur or Kulu . . . . . | Punjab . 49
1912-13 . . ” » . . . s . 59
191354 . . | Central Asia vié Sultanpur or Kulu . . . . ,: . 81
w s n Koshmir . . . . . " . 1,047
1914-15 . . . » woow » . -‘ . »» . 1,138
w s 3 Sultanpur or Kulu . . . . » . 3

Trom this table it is clear that the total exports of raw silk from Kashmir
into the Punjab have not been registered since 1906-07, the figures for 1913-
14 being apparently incomplete, for the quantity of Indian raw silk exported
from the Punjab during that year was 2,975 maunds. The figure for 1914-
15 may be complete, since only 979 maunds were exported from the Punjab
during 1914-15. Furthermore, the figures given before 1907-08 must in-
-clude (presumably) “ waste ” in “ raw silk,” but there is nothing to indicate in
what proportion. I have unfortunately been unable to obtain reliable figures of
the amounts annually exported from Kashmir, which might have aided greatly
in clearing up the present confusion.* From a letter of the Deputy Commis-
sioner of Rawalpindi, however, sent in the year 1904 to the Director of
Agriculture, it appears that Kashmir raw silk goes by road to Rawalpindi and
thence generally to Amritsar. Tt is said sometimes to return to Rawalpindi
in the form of manufactured silk, but practically no Kashmir raw silk
appears to be used in Amritsar at the present day. The bulk of the Kashmir
silk must therefore be loaded at Rawalpindi (or some other station on the
Punjab frontier) and transported direct to Karachi or Bombay Port.
In the Returns for the Railborne Trade of the Punjab (which include
the railborne trade of the North-West Frontier Province) we must
expect to find a considerable amount of raw silk exported, which is not-
balanced by any similar import, although the Punjab is practically not «
producing province. This is apparently the explanation of the large amount
of silk recorded as “ Indian Raw,” which is annually exported to Karachi.
The following figures, taken from these Returns, will illustrate this :—

I'mports and Ezports of Raw Silk by Rail.

InpoRTS IN MDS, ' Exports IN Mps.
Year. —
N Toreign. Indian, ToTAL. Foreign. Indian. | Torar

190506 . .. .| a3er 308 4,675 | .. 611 1,611
190607 ., . . 5,635 852 0,487 5 2,520 2,525
190708 ., -, . 4,856 394 5,250 2 4,121 4,i23
190809 ., . . . 3,945 T 412 4,357 16 2,443 2,459
1909-10 . . . 4,774 187 4,961 . 2,443 2,443
9101 . . . 4,157 8L 49| . 3,344 3,344
91112 . . . 4,812 312 5,124 ¢ 3,238 3,242
191213 .. . . 3,062 418 4,370 6 | 6,333 6,339
191314 . . . 4,312 128 |~ 4,440 5 2,975 2,080
191415 . . . 4,081 226 4,907 . 979 979

* Since writing the above, figures have been received for production in Kashmir durine t .
10 yoars. These ave given in the appendix at the end of this chapter. Mr. Mcnamara "i:ﬁ)’]-r?:éo},”m
Sericulture, Kashmir State, writes—* The silk and cocoons are exported to Trance, and the silk waste
is sent to London and enters India vid Pindi. The goods are sent down i Khohala to Pindi, and
therefroLs they are railed down to Karachi, where they are shipped to Marseilles and London.' No
record is kept of the silk which enters Kashmir and is again re-exported. ’
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r tAlH:lOSt the whole of these exports of Indian raw silk are to Karachi, from
Tll?' erritory. between the Jhelum and Indus, which includes Rawalpindi.
T )1 quantity may therefore be taken as Kashmir silk. From the Sea-borne
Trade Returns it appears that a large quantity of raw silk waste and cocoons
is shipped annually from Sind to Europe. The amount so exported normally
exceeds the amount received in Sind by rail, and I am unable to suggest the
source of the balance. Thus in 1913-1914 it appears from the above table
that 2,975 maunds of raw silk were exported from the Punjab by rail. Ot
this amount 2,280 maunds were consigned to Karachi, which also veceived
99 cwt. from other places, 97 of which were from “ Kashmir.”*  This gives
a total of about 199,000 lbs. of Indian raw silk imported into Karachi. The
total export by sea in that year, however, was 107,261 lbs. of raw silk,
1_12,_408 lbg. of waste, and 40,764 1bs. of cocoons, or roughly 260,000 lbs. in ail.
It is obvious that a certain portion of the annual export of Kashmir silk
escapes registration. The raw silk is shipped practically wholly to France,
and the waste to the United Kingdom, Italy, and a small quantity to France.
It will be noticed that these exports which stood, according to the Railborne
T 1‘a_Jd9 Returns, at 6,333 maunds in 1912-13, dropped to 2,975 in 1913-14.
This is balanced by a similar fall in the amount exported by sea, the figure for
the former year being 679,641 1bs., valued at Rs. 271 lakhs, and for the latter
year only 260,433 lbs., valued at rather over Rs. 12} lakhs. This is explained
(mlthe Report of the Maritime Trade of Sind 1914) as wholly due to a fire
which occurred in the Kashmir State Silk Filature Factory in August 1913,
when the factory was practically demolished and a large stock of cocoons,
collected during the previous three or four months, was destroyed.

A large amount of Kashmir raw silk; silk waste, and cocoons, therefore,
passes through the Punjab on its way to Karachi Port, and at least a consider-
able percentage of this appears to escape registration when it enters that
province, although most of it is recorded on the export side. To estimate,
therefore, the quantity of silk actually consumed in the province it will be
necessary to eliminate, so far as possible, the whole of this trade. This cannot
be done with complete success, for some quantity of Yarkand silk seems to
enter the Punjab, along with Kashmir silk, and this Yarkand silk is used
_ largely on the looms of the province. Any estimate, therefore. based upon the
available figures of the total consumption of silk in the Punjab, must at the
hest be a very uncertain one, and will require to be confirmed from actual
observations in the various silk-centres before it can bhe accepted as more than
a very general indication of the state of the trade. o

9. The following table is taken from “The Dictionary of the Economic
Products of India :"—

Balance-sheet of the recorded transactions with the Punjab in 1888-89.

Imports. Q‘“}Ezfty in Exports. Q.Llﬂlgzj ty in
e —
By Trans{ronticr Routes 10,192 | By Transfrontier Routes—
;3;7 Rail and River, oto.— (e} Indian Produce . . . H&T
{z) Indian Produco 111,127 () Fereign Produce .
(b) Foreign Produce 357,307 | By Rail and River—
ToTAL - 478,626 {@) Indian Produce . . . 14,330
{b) Foreign Produce . . 860
' Deduct Exports 15,846 [ Totan .| 15,846
Net Tmports . 462,780

. is iven in the Report of Inland Trade for India (1913-14). I do not know how
this*n:n‘;?nfbg 11131- ‘ili]f;e?gn%il:ﬂ?ed lfrom the bulk of the Kashmir silk, which reaches Sind »id Punjab and is

registered as consigned {rom that province,
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, ‘ 15 will read 2 lows :—
Similar tables for 1913-14 and 1914-15 will read as fO—l 0- 1
Balance-sheet of the Punjob wrade e raw sitk during 1913-14.

. Quantity in
Quantity in Exports. Ibs.
* Imports. . lbs,
By Transfrontier Routcs— By Transfrontior Routes—
{6} Punjab . . . . . 91,409 {1} Punjab
, Irontier Pro. 7,012
gl Frontier Provines , () North-West  Lrontier Pro- |
(b) North-West Frontier Pr vinco.
By Rail— ) By-Rail—
' ] 245,437
{¢) Indian . . . . . 10,560 (@) Indian . : : 40,44
) ; TForei 12
() Foreign . . . 356,240 (L} Forcign . . . . 4
[
. ToTAL 458,209 Torar ~ . 252,861
Belance-sheet of the Pungab trode in row silk duriig 1914-15.
1 ity i - i Quantity in
Tmports. } Q“?{;;fty n : -~ Exports. Ibs.
I
By Transfrontior Routes— By Transfrontier Routes—
(¢) Punjub . . . . . 04,132 (a) Punjab . . . . :
(b) North-Wesb Frontier Provinee . . (b) North-West Frontier Pre- 22,596
vince.
By Rail— ' By Rail—
(@) Indion . . ., 18645 | (o) Indian . ., . . 80,767
() Foreign . . . .. 336,182 [ () Foreign . . .
ToraL .| . 498,859 Toran 104,362

In these casés, however, it would clearly be misleading to reckon the total
consumption of raw silk in the province by deducting the exports from the
imports as given above, for at least a considarable portion of the imports from
Kashmir appear to have escaped registration as explained ahove, The only
method by which a general idea of the quantity of silk actually consumed couid
be obtained, would be to omit the figures for Indian silk on the exp
the account and deduct on the import side the amount registered
vid Kashmir, which is apparently mostly Kashmir silk. This in 1913-14

amounted to 1,047 maunds and in 1914-15 to 1,138 maunds. The tables. as
corrected thus, will be as follows '— . ’

Balance-sheel. of the Punjab trade in ra silh during 1913-14

.

o Buprs Gty
- I S :

By Tranefrontier : 5,082 | By Transfrontier . oo 7,012]

By. Rail— By Rail-- - by

(@) Indian 10,560 {@) Indion . . . . @

) Foreign . . a8 356,2:10 (b) Foreign . . . 41-2_

Torar, . 371,832 Toraz . _‘@:

Deduet Exports | 7424

NetImport | 364403




Balance-sheet of the Punjab trade in raw silk during 1914-15.

29

|
Imporis. | Quantity in 0 Quantity in
l. Ibs. Exports. lbs.
By Transfrontier 247 | By Transfrontier . 23,585
By Rail— By Rail—
(2) Indian 18,645 () Indisn
{b) Foreign . 386,182 (6) Foreign
Toraw 405,074 ' "CoTAL 23,505
Deduet Exports 23,595
Net Import 381,479

¥

This amount (viz., something under 400,000 lbs. of raw silk) may be taken

as the quantity actually consumed in the province. The figure given above
for 1888-89 is rather higher, as are those given in the Monograph on the
Silk Industry of the Punjab, published in 1899, for the years 1889-90 to
1898-99, calculated on the same basis as the above tables :—

Rs.
1889-90 4,74,080
1890-91 . 428320
1891-92 5,63,280
1892-93 . . 422,320
1893-94 . N . 482,720
1894-95 .o . 4,861,760
1895-96 ) . 5,71,520
1896-97 5,70,480
1897-98 5,46,840
1898-99 5,91,520

It these figures are correct, it appears that considerably less silk is used
by the province than was formerly the case. This is probably correct: it is
generally stated in the silk-centres of the province that less weaving 1s d’qne
now than in former years, and the census figures support this conclusion. The
total number of weavers and spinners of silk in 1911 is given as 143‘.3(‘)'2.
whereas the number of silk carders, spinners and weavers, and makers of silk
braid and thread was in 1901 13,370." It is therefore probably a fact that the
amount of weaving done in the province has been decreasing during the last 10
or 15 years. A comparison of the figures for the years 1888-89 and 1913-14
will show that the import of foreign raw silk is now much what it was
then (though it appears to have risen conmder%_mbly between 1889 emd 169§)
and that it is in the import of the Indian material that the decrease is mani-
fested. It is certainly the fact that at the present day hardly any Indian raw
silkc is used in the silk centres of the Punjab. This used not to be the case.
Geoghegan, writing in 1880,* mentions the following sources of supply of raw
silk, viz,, Kokand, Bokhara, Balkh, Khulm, Akcha, Shibberghaum, Andkho,
Cashmere, Bengal, and China vid Bombay. Twelve kinds of silk are men-
tioned as being imported from Bengal, the prices varying from Rs. 2-8 to Rs; Fv

. "~ #Gilk in Tndia ”’ by J. Geoghegau, page 93.

yoL. 1T, 1
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s are quoted as purporting to give the importa-

a secr. and the following figure .
tiens wto the Punjab in maunds of 100 lbs :— i
; |
§ . Bengal. { ToTAL.
Sumbut year. : Khorasan. | g E
———— i
;1:4!\ RO ! 709 1,615 11 2,324
. 1,825 926 | 2,751
Fx) ? !
Pl 1,000 973 | 2,063
1902 66 700 766
1903 980 ) 667 - 1,647
; 701 304 1,005
1904 .
1905 . .. 232 232
' : )
]

The low figures for the (Sumbut) years 1902 and 1905 are explained as
due to the Punjab wars. If these figures are trustworthy two conclusions can
be drawn, viz., (1) that Bengal silk was at that time very largely used in the
province, and (2) that the import of such silk was even at that time manifest-
ing a very serious decline. Figures for the imports 1n 1852 are also given,
as follows :— ‘

From— . - Rs.
China . . . . . R PR . 24.66,605
Bengal .o . . . . . . . 13,35,951
Other Countries . . . . . . . . 34,45,448

but reasons are appended for the belief that there is some radical error 1n
these figures, the silk trade being valued only at £200,000. In the same work
Mr. Cope is quoted as the authority for the following estimates:—At
Amritsar the import of Bokhara silk in 1857 amounted to 675 maunds, of
which 250 maunds were re-exported. The local manufacture employed 2,205
persons, yvielding goods valued at nearly Rs. 3% lakhs. The same city alsu
mported 1,148 maunds of Bengal silk at Re. 1-8 to Rs. 2-8 per seer, all but-
80 maunds being consumed 1n the city, and producing goods valued at nearly
Rs. 4 lakhs. Jullundhar is said to have imported 800 maunds yearly, of which
75 maunds were woven on the spot, and the rest re-exported. Of the total
supply § are said to have come from China v»i¢ Bombay, } from Bengal and
% from the westward. Tt will be noticed that the price of the Bengal silk is
very low, and Geoghegan concludes that only the worst kind of Bengal silk
was imported into the Punjab. This may in part account for its falure in

that province. - Imports by rail of Chinese raw silk from Bombay during the
year 1870-1871 are given as follows :-— '

’10:— ' Ibs.
Amritsur . 35,424
Jullundhar 25,584
Delhi . 4,674
Lahore ' ’574
Mooltan . 328

ToraL = . 66,584

During the same year Amritsar sent to Bombay 21,156 1bs., and Multan
574 1bs. of raw silk presumably imported from Turkistan or Afghanistan.
Liotard,* writing in 1883, adds the following observations and figures : —

[43

. .........The raw material continues to be obtained from Central Asia

Kashmir, Bengal. and China, and to be manufactured in' Multan Lahore.
Bahawalpur, Amritsar, Jullundbar, and Delhi. Amritsar seems to be losingj;

, 1ts position as one of the chief centres of the Silk trade in the Punjab. The

¥ { Memorandum on Silk in India,’” Part I, pages 45, 46,
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two following tables show the figures of the sale and local consumption of silk
and of floss and waste silk used in the district from 1869 to 1881 :—"

Sale and Local Consumplion of raw silk at the Amritsar City from 1869 to 1875.

(GRross SALE.

LoCAL CONSUMPTION.

Years. - g e REMARKS.
Weight. | Value. Weight. | Value.
Mds. Ras. Mds. Re.
1869 2,768 | 18,39,360 50 64,000
1870 . 2,370 | 15,16,032 liti} 71,400
1871 2,026 ; 12,96,640 G0 76,800
1872 2,480 | 16,54,400 45 58,600
1873 . 2,346 | 14,83,056 50 64,000 -
1874 2,372 | 16,18,080 100 | 1,28,000 *
1875 3,112 | 20,55,680 125 + 1,60,000
1876 ) 4,202 | 26,89,280 100 | 1,28,000
1877 . . 4,052 | 25,93,280 100 © 1,28,000
|
1878 1,975 | 12,64,000 75 96,000 | The falling off was due to the closure
. T of the route to Bokhara owing, to
1879 1,737 | 11,11,680 55 70,400 the Afghan war and to the pre-
valence of sickness during the
1880 2,372 | 15,18,080 50 64,000 year 1881.
‘ The figures of 1882 and 1883 are no
1881 1,486 | 10,85,440 J 30 38,400 available. : .
Quantity of floss and chussam silk used in the City of Amritsar and adjoining villages.
(GROSS SALE. LocaL CONSUMPTION.
Years. : = REMARRS,
. Weight. | Value. Weight. Value.
l
Mds. Rs. Mds, Rs.
1869 1,325 | 12,61,000 150 1,02,000
1870 1,130 . 11,24,900 160 1,08,800
1871 1,100 10,48,000 165 1,12,200
1872 . 1,075 | 10,01,000 150 1,02,000
H
1873 . 1,045 | 995,600 150 1,02,000
. i .
1874 1,050 | 10,14,000 150 | 1,02,000
1875 . 1,195 | 11,12,600 165 1,12,200
1876 . ) 1,145 | 10,63,600 50 34,000
1877 . 1,150 10,82,000 50 34,000
1878 . 1,075 10,10,000 45 30,600
1879 .o 1,285 12,48,800. 45 30,600
1880 . 1,500 | 1,44,000 40 27,200
1581 ) : 600 | 5,88,000 25 17,000 | The figures of 1832
: and 1883 are nol
“available.

12
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Puring the last quarter of a century imports from the west]\:azd ?ga%ﬁl,
to hanve steadily decreased while imports f}‘om C_hma 01t Bom_bay da‘ els t t}
risen. Meanwhile the imports of Indian S_llk have _dwmdle a'mos 570
netirine. 1t has already been seen that in 1888-89 (vide table on page )
Bolliing J hereas in 1913-14 they had fallen to

these amounted to 111,127 lbs, w e, .
105360 hs.  The following table will show the sources of this import Ff'f_de T

Railborne imports of Indian raw silk into the Punjab.

1 N
Whenee imported. 1911-12, | 1912-13. 1913-14.
! - z B
Ibs. Rs. . Ibs. “Rs. | Ibs. Rs.
Karachi . . .1 19,720 92,065 18,397 85,898 3,630' 15,858
Bengal 3,052 12,605 3,052 24,012 2,722 21,501
United Provinces 11,056 53,600
Others . . o 2.970 12,115 11,980 9,314 . 4,208 22,286
; —
ToraL . 25,742 1,16,785 34,485 1,72,824 10,560 59,645

I am unable to suggest what kind of silk it is that was imported during
these years from Karachi and other places, and from the United Provinces in
1912-13. Bengal silk appears to be known as “ Ghungru ” or “ Desouri,” and
the latter is said to be used as a warp with a weft of Yarkand silk in Amritsar,
but I found none whatsoever in use and was told that none had been received
for the last seven or eight years. Similarly, “ desouri” was known in
Peshawar, but was said not to be used now-a-days, and none seems to be receiv-
ed in Multan. Mysore silk is unknown, it appears, in this province, so that the
nature of the small quantities of silk mentioned in the above table must
remain doubtful. It is sufficiently clear, however, that foreign raw silk is now
almost universally used throughout the Punjab. _ :

3. The Monograph on the Silk Industry of the Punjab gives a list of tha
classes of silk imported for manufacture in 1899. These are as follows :—

1. Wardan—A name applied to best Central Asian silk. Price
Rs. 12 to Rs. 18 according to quality and place of scale.

2. Mai, Mayee or Phul—A name chiefly given to China silk imported
from Bombay vid Amritsar. Price Rs. 11 to Rs. 17. '

3. Akhcha—From Balkh. Rs. 15 a seer at Peshawar.

4. Attyan.—A China silk imported from Bombay. Rs. 15 a seer at
Peshawar. .

5. Nawabi—From Bokhara. Rs. 12-8 at Kohat and Rs. 14 at
Peshawar. o

6. Lab-i-abi—Produced in the country borderin on‘ the'O :
~Samarkand. Sells for Rs. 14 a seer in PeS%aWar_ xus and in

7. Shahr-i-sabzi—A Samarkand silk.
8. Waran—A Bengal silk. Sells for Rs. 13 or less according to
quality. 8
9. Nalygzeks(ﬁ;;r{i Central Asian silk. Sells for Rs. 13 a seer at
10. Charkhi—A Bokharan variety. Rs. 11 or Rs. 12 3 seer
11. Ghungru—A Bengal silk from Rampur, S :
aocrding to e pur. Sells for Rs. 8 to.Rs. 1t
12. Bdf Kandahdri and Bdaf Ydrkandi—Sells itse
F e and i - ells at Amritsar at Rs. 12
13. Kakra—A Hongkong silk. Rs. 11 a seer, |
14. Sultdni—A Hongkong silk. Rs. 11 a seer,
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15. Behrdmpuri—Produced in Gurdaspur District. The outturn 1s
said to be 2 or 3 maunds per annum. The silk sells at Rs. 13 a
seer at Amritsar.

16. Dukhi—A Bokhari silk used in embroidery. Sold at Rs. 11 a seer
in Peshawar,

17. Kattai— A China silk imported vid Bombay.

18. Dutdrd, Ektdrd, Lini Maktdl, Kattar—Bengal silks from Balli.
Sell at Rs. 7 to Rs. 9 a seer. :

19. Manchu.—A Hongkong silk.

20. Maithra—Hongkong silk. Rs. 3-8 to Rs. 5-2 a seer according to
place of sale. A rough silk used on the frontier for embroidery.

21. Sika or Sikha or Sikhapuri—Imported from Singapore. Rs. 4 or
Rs. 4-10 a seer. A coarse silk used down country and on the
frontier for embroidery.

22. Shiskmahal or Shishmal—A Hongkong silk of inferior quality
costing about Rs. 3 to Rs. 4 a seer. o

23. Arewd.—A coarse Yarkandi silk costing about Rs. 4 a seer.

24. Chap, Gora, Lint Maktil, Lani Chapperi, Kachar, Khdmbands,
Lddwa, Lambi Bandi, Rudha Nagri, Ateran.—Thesc are all
Indian silks of inferior quality, costing from Rs. 4 a seer down-
wards, and used in making azarbands, etec.

25. Dari—Silk mixed with flax from Italy.

Since that date there have been considerable changes in the kinds of silk
imported into the Punjab. Now-a-days many of the kinds mentioned in this
list appear to be tnknown even by name, and others are known by name but
are no longer used in the province. Nos. 1,3 to 10, 13, 16, 17,19, 22 24 and 25
in the above list belong to these categories, in the case of most of these even
their name has apparently been forgotten. Bdf Kandahdri is also, it appears,
no longer imported. Of the remaining kinds the Bengal silk (Ghungru) is
known by name, but is very little used at the present day. In Multan it is
said that Bengal silk is known as ektdrd, dutdrd, etc., according to tl)e number
of threads, so that ekidrd, etc., do not appear to be different varieties of silk
from that which is called Ghungru, but difierent qualities of that kind of silk.
The silk is said to be a good one but only coarse qualities reach Multan, and
that only every three or four years. In Amritsar, as has been mentioned above,
no such silk has apparently been imported for several years. Behrampuri,
or Gurdaspur silk, is still produced in small quantities, but it is said to be too
fine for the ordinary coarse local weaving, though there is said to be some
demand for silk of this quality in Lahore. Two persons in Amritsar deal in
this silk, which is sold at Benares but the outturn in 1915 was said to be only
four maunds. Sheikh Ghulam Sadiq, of Amritsar, employs some 15 basins
there for the reeling of this silk, but this industry is unimportant from the
trade point of view, inasmuch as the reelers are only temporarily employed for
that purpose and are ordinarily employed in the ad]ommg_carpet-factory. ‘lt
produced in sufficient quantity, however, there would (_ter_’salnbr be a market for
this silk in France;—at present the outturn 1s far too limited for any European

concern to take it up. . N
.2+ oti]l used occasionally, but very seldom, in Amritsar and m

Aol t,iﬁ%mﬁ;sf)iice is said to be Rs. 11 to Rs. 13 according to quality, but I was
informed that it could only be used for Dariai and not (like Mai Phul) for
* other articles. I have not been able to find it actually- in use, however, any-
where in these provinces, so that I am unable to vouch for the correctness of

this information, or to suggest what kind of' China silk 1s rea:lly meant,

< Sultani” being evidently only a loca}l appellatlon.‘ The o_nly remaining kin d§

mentioned in the Monograph are Maz, Mayee or Phul, Maithra, Szkha,_ A rewd

d Bdf Ydrkandi. Allof these are still in use. Under the name Mai, Mayee

m'l Phul are -included two kinds of Chinese silk,—viz., Meang and Hoing,

(z; former being known as Mas or Moi-phul and the latter as Phul. The local
‘n:gnes are apparently corruptions of the Chinese names, variations being
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Hich earer the originals, Hoing being also knowii-
iz and Juyng, which are nB th these kinds of silk are in very common
as waaytng, hoying, and so on. Both ntier Province, being apparently the
use in the Punjab and North-West Frontier I'1 e, S e Cinas
only Shanghai silks imported. They are yellow varie 1etsl Okin 4 of raw sill
and are used in greater quantity in Amritsar than any other e —
N 5T Mas-phul (Meang) is the kind of silk
except that from Ydrkand. In Multan Mar-p Cang e,
most commonly employed, Hoing being also used 1n a.r%ia q_t lantile .15 n
Amritsar the price of these silks is said to have risen recelll) f Oth s. 15 ¢
Rs, 19; in Multan it is given as only Rs. 13, (presumably e: OI‘e1 ) fm (I)‘lsg n
price), an inferior quality being probably in use. Meang 1s afbo Vf_t‘_ as
* Achka,” i.e., H. K. or Hsing Kee, a chop of Meang containing Ol_lrhqua i 1_es.l
The sample which T obtained in Multan was of No. 4 %ua,hty, which exp &}iﬂb
the comparative lowness of price. The * Gold Moon ~ chop of Homg1 lsk the
kind which appears to be most in use in that city. In Peshawar the only fn.d
of Shanghai silk in use is imported from Amritsar, and costs Rs. 18 for a
Peshawari seer (i.c., Rs. 14 a seer). This silk 1s Lle-Mefmg, or low quality
Meang, and is very coarse and uneven. Methra (Maithre) and Susa are
different qualities of the coarse Canton silk known as panjam, and imported
from Hongkong. They cost Rs. 4 to Rs. 4-8, and Rs. 4 per seer respectively,
and are sold in Amritsar in large quantities, always being dyed there before
sale. They go chiefly to Peshawar, Rawalpindi, etc., where they are used for
the manufacture of turbans, lungis, etc., and as thread for embroidery. Sikka
(or Stkha) is also much used. It is a coarse yellow silk from Singapore, and
costs, in Amritsar, Rs. 3 to Rs. 7 according to quality. '

The only remaining kinds mentioned in the Punjab Monograph are
Bdf Ydrkandi and Arewd. Both of these come from Yarkand. There are at
least four kinds of Yérkand silk found in Amritsar, viz., (1) katha (known as
Baf Yérkandi in Multan). This is used most of all and costs Rs. 10 to Rs. 12
a seer. (2) tdni (i.e., warp) so called because it is supplied ready warped. It
1s used less than kothe and costs Rs. 17 a seer. (3) wattal, costing Rs. 13 a
seeT. It is the same as kotha but of superior quality and twisted. (4) arewd,
a kind very little used. It formerly cost Rs. 8 a seer, but is now said to sell
at Rs. 7. Altogether Yarkand silk to the value of Rs. 6 lakhs or Rs. 7 lakhs
15 estimated to be sold in Amritsar every year. Of the total amount of
Yarkand and Chinese silk sold three-quarters are said to be the former and
only one quarter the latter kind. The popularity of the Yarkand silk is
ascribed to the fact that it is very easy to use, as it unwinds at once and without
difficulty, and contains very little waste. Baf Y4rkandi is also very largely
used in Multan and in Peshawar. In Peshawar 1t costs Rs. 15 a seer, being

obtained from Amritsar. - The whole of it is sald to be windable, containing
no absolute waste. o

_ Besides these kinds, Bokhara silk is still used in consider ity
in Multan, where the price has fallen from Rs. 26 to Rs. 20 g:;ail:r quﬁn f;t?»
silk of a dirty white colour, very similar in appearance to the Yé4rkand
variety, but much finer and softer than B4f Yarkandi, and is used both for
warp and for Weft.' In Amritsar this silk is not much in demand owing to
1ts high price, and 1t 1s said not to have heen supplied there for m;my years.
In Peshawar, also, it appears to be very little used now for the same reason
in fact the only kinds of silk commonly in use in that town are (1) China silk
(Lie-Meang), (2) B4f Yarkandi, and (8) tuti or spun silk from Switzerland.

;Ii‘g:r:gtll;izr?f the import trade in Bokhdra and. Yérkand silk will be con-

Spun silk<is used in great quantity in these i i istri
. : . provinces, being dist, j
irom Amritsar. The kinds imported and the purposes for whgichlstgébu;(:'g
gsedd(}ilage_, hggyevelr, been fully dealt with elsewhere,* and nothing moreyneed
¢ addec 1 this place, except to state that the demand £ -
seems to be on the increase. or ready-made warps
4. In addition to silk, silk substitutes are extensivel i ;
4. In addi s AT used in the Punjab.
Artificial silk imported from Bombay goes in large quz,ntities to Amritjsi?
but is apparently not used in Multan or in Peshawar. It is known as

v

—

* Vide page 18.
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; C’/m?ﬁalc,” from its appe‘arance, and costs Rs. 7 per_Ib., the price having risen
rom Rs. 4 on account of the war. ~Details of this trade will be found on
page 86. Mercerised cotton is used in most of the weaving centres. In
Amritsar it 1s greatly employed for suitings and is obtained either from
Japan or from England v14 Bombay. The latter is said to have ceased to
arrive, on account of the war, but was formerly obtained from Graham & Co.,
Glasgow, in warps at Rs. 7 a bundle. The Japanese material (from the
Fujigasu Spinning Co.) at Rs. 12-8 for 5 seers,* is, however, said to have beep
more generally used. Mercerised cotton, purporting to be English but re-
Jabelled by the Bombay agents, is now being received. This is greyish in
colour and for that reason preferred to the Japanese material, but otherwise
1t 1s said not to be superior, and it is conjectured locally that this also is
Japanese materla'ml, sold as English because Re. 1 or Rs. 2 more was obtained
for the real English article.” In Multan also, both Japanese and English mer-
cerised cotton is found. Tt is called “nagli”-and is imported from Bombay
both white and dyed. A téni (warp) of 58 yards is said to cost Rs. 5, and plain
mercerised cotton cloth sells at seven annas a yard. The dye is found not to
be fast. The merchants of Peshawar obtain it from Amritsar, but it is only
used for making azdrbands and pandris. Its price is reported to be Rs. 13
a Peshawari seer (i.e., Rs. 10-8 a standard seer) for the white yarn, and Rs. 14
a ‘Peshawarl seer (i.e., Rs. 11-8 a standard seer) dyed, but this must be a
mistake, unless prices have risen recently to an enormous extent, for according
to the values assigned in the Customs returns the price in 1914-15 averaged
from about Re. 1-8 to about Rs. 2-8 a 1b. In spite of the very general use of
these substitutes, however, they are not at present used in anything approach-
ing the same amount as silk; in Amritsar, for example, Yarkand silk is est1-
mated to be sold in far greater quantity than any other kind, and after
Yarkand Shanghai silk (Meang and Hoing). After these two, the other
~ kinds are sold in the following crder of quantity :-—(1) Canton silk (Methra
and Susa); (2) Singapore silk (Sikka); (3) spun silk (tuti); (4) mercerised
cotton: and (5) artificial silk. A reference to the Seaborne Trade Returns,
however, (vide pages 85 and 86) will show that the imports of the two last
mentioned articles are by no means inconsiderable.

5. The trade in Yarkand and Bokhara silk is carried on in the following
ways. Yarkand and Khotan silk is brought on ponies to Amritsar vid the
Gilgit route and Kashmir by up-country merchants, who purchase it locally
in Eastern Turkestan, where it is produced. They deposit the silk with one
of the three or four firms of commission agents in the town and receive an
advance of 50 per cent. to 75 per cent. of the value. Merchants of Amritsar
and other towns come to these agents, accompanied by one of the local brokers,
and with the help of these the price is settled. The agents are said to receive
Rs. 2-0-6 per Rs. 100 value, or about 2 per cent. commission, the brokers
cetting about 1 per cent. In both cases it appears to be the sellers who pay
the commission, the merchants paying nothing to the brokers. The number
of middlemen appears to be unnecessarily large in these transactions. Ttis
. stated, indeed, that the brokers are indispensable, for if a merchant tried to
buy his material without their aid, he would fail to obtain it when he needed
to sell, and these brokers are said to keep ther_nselves up-to-date in knowledge
of prices, the state of the market. and all deta,lls_of the trade. There certaml‘_v
appears, however, to be an opening for co-operation here among the merchants
or employers of weavers for the elimination of unnecessary commissions.
Varkand silk is said to arrive once a year——generally about December and
January—and is never brought on order. A .few Indian merchants of
Hoshiarpur go themselves to Yarkand to buy the silk there.

" This is said to be the system in vogue in Amritsar. In Multan Bokhara
silk is apparently brought by Pathans to the dalals or brokers {of whom there
are about 50). Thev leave the material with these brokers and obtain the
price when they return in the following year. No mention is made of any
advance, but some amount must obviously be obtained. The dalals receive
brokerage not only from the Pathans, but also from the merchants, who are
said to pay % per cent. Yarkand silk is brought similarly, though the

L) this in correct, prives have risan sbout 100 per ceut,
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od to he in vogue. Bokhara silk is‘ also receiveg
i It is not much worked n that town
to Amvritsar and Multan. China and
employers of weavers, or factory.

also report:

Aqerifsar system i% _ ‘
: the Khyber route.

o Ppshavar down

however, and is mostly exported im hulk

‘ R v by the
ather silks are obtained from I.;O"?{'”,*‘Y (,;‘);
OWDETs, through their agents in that city.

Industrial M ethods.

T obtained theit Taw material by one of these methods the
merc%éﬂ:’\(:ll‘ltélsgi(:}l*gﬁé of weavers make it over to tge wrltj,ﬁvers themselves,
In Amritsar City a kind of factory system 1s followe .1 ere %Ee about a
dozen factory-owners,* each employing from 15 to 200 c])10ms: € weavers
generally work in the factories, being as usual paid by the piece. They are
S to make 8 to 10 annas a’day, receiving, 16 1s alleged, Rs. 30 to Rs. 32 per
100 vards. The weavers who live in the district, on the other hand, beyond
the Timits of the city, come in to the merchants o employers for yarn and take
it away to their villages, where they manufacture it into cloth. The number
of weavers in Amritsar City is estimated at about 600, although 10 years ago
there were as many as 1.700 persons so-employed. In addition to these about,

100 persons are now said to be engaged on dyeing, and a certain number must

also be employed for twisting and other preparatory processes. If we com-
pare the number of persons, however, said to have been employed in 1851 o
the local manufacture, viz., 2,205, it is clear that the silk-manufacturing
industry of Amritsar has very seriously declined.

In Multan the factory system does not seem to prevail, at any rate to the
same extent as in Amritsar. Here there are said to be about 20 merchants
who give out the silk yarn to the weavers, paying from Rs. 12 to.Rs. 20 for 40
vards (30 Multani yards) of woven cloth. -The weavers work in their own
houses, some of them even employing servants for the purpose, and they make
1}? annas to Re. 1 a day. They take advances from their employers when
Ehgrl;if)?l:e t}'ﬁ yarn, sor}letlmes amounting to practicallv the whole value of
their work. ;125 ?ne weaver, who had received spun silk for manufacture.

get Rs. 12 for 50 yards of 27 inches, and had taken an advance of
Rs. 11 at the time of obtaining the raw material. Under this system the
‘E:;’i‘; ippﬁ‘eig ;):eb‘fgge{()%%lg ti];nnunder]thfa factory system prevailing in
60 to 80.other persons heing emplf))vedods itampquy ed In weaving in Multan City,
Peshawar City only 40 persons are said tg}lfedgfc’rfgeiiafg%?aov%l dyelélg. ]111;

: - sald gag ing. and on

i‘:glztzo pf;ﬁ;gspg ng};e;rzré):}eslses (()lf silk manufacture, viz., d\fging, twist- -
the dyeing vats, the weayem, rec}z'oye by the proprietors of the looms and of
annas o day. TEAYOTS Teceiving 4 annas a yard. thereby earning 6 to 8

In Multan Germa ili
14 annas a seer, hut n.og,aon\.ir]ilr?g fi)yflrs) are used. The dyers formerly received
as much as Re. 1-12 or Rs. 2 4 seer ’ %I'ea,t rise In the price of dyes. they get
for dyeing darysi of Yarkand silk. Thn Amritsar T found Swiss dye in use
but owing to the war the price rose ag hi r]]S cost formerly 11 or 12 annas a tin,
a rumout that cheaper dves were 4 n gh as Rs. 13.  Recently, on account of
a tin. Very large sums have conse h?rnt[; f;'om Japan, the price fell to Rs. 8-8-
of stocks of dye-stufls af, (he s r!ak’ ln Fv“)een made by the fortunate owners

4 - Uhe war. Dyes are exempted from

octroi-duty in Amritaar. it he: '

heing used there th: #ar, it being fonnd that far mor 1S m i

2d thert than in Tahore, The oost iy 1ar more of this material was
2 YRELE

Re. 1 or less to Re. 2 4 sy, dyeing has risen here also from

On most of the 1 i v
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inferior dyes. There is a great demand for the coarse cloth which i
’ _ re: ch is common]

-'“:j?l\(’}zlsl, andf the finer qualities are now almost all supplied from other pro}f
vinees. ;;bl ron(l) foreign countries. ‘The outturn of cloth is, however, still
g wortl? . 1_:11?( factory in Amritsar is said to manufacture Rs. 6 or Rs. 7
ey GO stlk goods, exporting them to other cities in the Punjab, such
25 o oty ujranwala and Rawalpindi, or to Peshawar. The Kashmir
Weaving Co. manufactures silk cloth to the value of Rs. 11,000 or Rs. 12,000
d‘nn??}lly, t.-ho_ugh. this has fallen to Rs. 7,000 or Rs. 8,000 recently. In Multan
one kind of silk is generally used for the warp and another for the weft. No
goods are ever manufactured, apparently, with warp and weft both of China
silk. Cloth made of a Bokhara warp with a weft of Hoing sells for Rs. 2-2 to
Rs. 3 a yard;_made of a spun-silk warp and a Hoing weft it fetches Rs. 2 a
_s.rard; and articles manufactured from a spun-silk warp with a Bokhara weft
realize Re. 1-5 or 1-6 a yard. Spun silk is also combined with cotton, or
mercerised cotton alone is used. In Peshawar all the weaving is of plain
cloth, handkerchiefs, and the like, the patterns being very simple, a standard
check or similar design. Lungis appear always to be woven with a weft of
Chinese silk on a warp of cotton, and the price 1s only 14 annas to Re. 1 a yard.
A handlkerchief of Chinese silk fetches about Re. 1.

This degeneration of local weaving is certainly not due to any lack of a
demand for fimer silk manufactures. A reference to the figures for imports of
silk goods into the province will dispose at once of such an assumption. From
these it will be seen that a very large quantity of manufactured silk is brought
into the Punjab, which the local silk industry is, under the present conditions,
unable to supply. Certain steps have, of course, been taken on behalf of the
weaving industry. Schools have been established, but not apparently with any
considerable &mount of success. In Multan there is a weaving master receiving
Rs. 30 a month from the Municipality. He was sent to the Ludhiana school
for training and has been employed for the last couple of years. Tn the school
there are two ordinary pit-looms and the common appliances for winding, ete
Only plain weaving can be taught, though the Municipality is, I believe,
intending to supply the school with better looms. In this school the sons of
artizaps are taught free of charge. I am not able to see any particular use for
a school of this nature.” All that can be taught in the school could apparently
be learnt equally well—and perhaps better—in the boys’ homes, where their
fathers are continually at work on looms of the same kind. Tt really appears
that the boys are sent to the school rather to keep them out of mischief than for
any other purpose. Could it be proved to the weaving community that there
is an enormous demand for various kinds of fine silk, and could thev be shown
by qualified instructors at a suitably-equipped school how to manufacture
silk cloth of that nature, the advantage of the institu;,io}n Woul]d behat once
apparent. It is, of course, a matter for the decision of the ldcal aut orities,
b]lat? T should imagine that were such a school established, its benefits would be
more appreciated if a fee were charged for the instruction received, when
once it had been demonstrated, by actual manufacture and sale of the articles.
that profit was to be made by the new method. Tt would of course require
careful consideration of the market, and expert advice as to the best
appliances for manufacturing the required articles, before it would be possible
to demonstrate successfully that goods now received from abroad could be
manufactured locally, but it is only after such consideration and with such
advice that any serious effort can be made to regenerate weaving in these
provinces. Were such a regeneration successfully accomplished, however. 1t
would still remain to be seen whether the weaving community would gain by
the chanee, or whether all enhanced profit would go to the emvloyer or
factory-owner. In the Madras Province, where improved looms have been
established, there doés not appear to have been much appreciable gain to the
weavers themselves, and where the factory system prevails, as in Amrztsz_m
aitv. it is probable that the result. would be the same. . Where. h_owever, as in
Multan or in Amritsar district, the weavers take the yarn to their own houses
for manufacturing upon their own looms, an improved loom, increasing the
output or lessening the amount of labour required, should certainly enhance
the profits of the weaver h!ms.elf. A co-operative society of weavers, u‘ppn
the lines of that of Conjeeveram 1n the Madras Presidency, might be sucne;s ful

VoL, II.
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) Ezports.

7. Exports of raw silk from the Punjab are with the exceptlo_nlkof the
Kashmir silk trade, of no great importance. Exports of foreign TTW 5110 never
amount to more than a few maunds a year, and in four out of the _alllit yeﬁstu_ 3
1o such silk was exported at all. The quantity of Indian raw silk exporte

during the last 10 years is as follows :—

Baports of Indian raw silk by reil.

Quantity - Value Rates Assigned
Year. , in mds. in Rs. lakhs.

190506 . - v« e 1,611 Over 43
190607 « . . . e . s 2,520 » T3
190708 . . . . . . . 4,121 . 14

190800 . . . . e e e e 2,444 . 8%
1909-10 . . . e e e e e e 2,433 -, 81
191011 . . . e e e e N 3,344 Nearly 11}
1011-12 . . e e e e e e e 3,238 Over 11 -
191213 . . e e e e e e 6,333 , 22
1913-14 . . . . . . . . . . 2,975 » 10k
191415 . . . e e e e e 979 -, 3k

The destination of nearly the whole of this export is Karachi; thus in
1911-12 3,145 maunds out of 3,238 maunds, and in 1912-13 6,225 maunds out
of 6,333 maunds, were consigned to that Port. - In 1913-14 the export was
more distributed. Out of 2,975 maunds, 2,280 went to Karachi, 425 to
Kashmir and 147 to Bengal. Presumably the last item indicates an export of
Kashmir silk : it was consigned from the territory between the Jhelum and
the Indus, and therefore in all probability from Rawalpindi. The export to
Kashmir was from the adjoining ferritory between the Sutlej and the Jhelun;

~and may have been despatched from Lahore, Amritsar, Gurdaspur or Jammu.
It would be interesting to know whether this consignment indicates the
beginning of a demand in Bengal for Kashmir silk. It would be unsafe,
- however, to attach too much importance to these figures, which are certainly
not always entirely trustworthy, or to make an assumption of this nature upon
such grounds alone. - . '

 The following dmounts of raw silk have been exported during the last
nine years over the North-Western Frontier by road :— ’

Edports of raw silk from the North-West Frontier Province by road.

To NortH AND EasT | To ]513, SWAT AND To
AFGHANISTAN. BAJAUR. BuNER.
Year. : : : Torar.
. By , . . -
L. By By By By
R Khajuri Tochi, | Darband. | Konsh. Saidgi.
. Kach., | )

. Mde. Mds. Mds. Mds. Mds, | Mds. Rs,
19068-07 - . et . 22 .. - .. v - .22 | . 6,600
1907-08 e . [ ) 17 .e o ; .. ) Y7 6,100
1908-09 . . .. o2 . e . 2 500
1909-10 . . . ‘e 10 .. .. .. 710 | 2,400
1910-11- . e . .s -8 .. et e e - . 19 4,560
w1z . . A .8 18 7 ) 56 15,250
1912-13 .. . 67 11 8 | - .. 86 | 22,450
1913-14 . . T R T 85 i, T . 85 21,250
191415 . . .| s o713 | ... . 1| . 28| 73800
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. There has therefore been a very considerable increase in this export trade;
which consists probably of Chinese raw silk.* Improvements in the system of
registration may be partially responsible for the increase, but the trade
carried by the Tochi route appears to be steadily growing and the high figure
reached in 1914-15 is especially noticeable. Kabul is said to import Chinese
raw silk from Peshawar and this trade must be included in the above figures.

The transfrontier export trade of the Punjab in raw silk is of no parti-
cular interest. There was a small export to Kashmir until 1906-07, but since
that date this trade has either ceased or has escaped registration under the
new system, - ’

S1LK MANUFACTURES.

8. The Punjab draws very heavily upon foreign countries for its supply
of manufactured silk. From the middle of last century until recent years the
import of foreign goods seems to have steadily increased, while local produce
declined. The import of Indian manufactured goods has also steadily
decreased within the last 10 years, falling from 1,763 maunds, valued at
Rs. 123 lakhs, in 1905-06, to 217 maunds, valued at Rs. 2 lakhs, in 1913-14, and
only 4 maunds in 1914-15. During the same period foreign imports have
remained steady until 1914-15, when (presumably on account of the war) they
fell from 1,907 maunds in 1913-14 to 877 maunds in 1914-15. The following
table, giving the imports of silk piece-goods into the Punjab by rail during
the last 10 years, will illustrate these remarks :—

Imports of sill piece-goods into the Punjab by rail.

] ForeiGx. INDIAN, ToraL
Year. . N
Mds. Rs. lakhs. Mds. . R lakhs. Mds. Rs. lakhs.
{

190506 . . . 1,544 5L 1,763 123 © 3,307 18
190607 . . . 1,248 44 1,553 10} 2,501 15}
1907.08 . . . 2978 | ° 24} 594 4} 2,872 283
J90800 . . . 1,406 5} 269 2 1,675 71
1908-10 . . . 1840 | 6} 251 2 2,100 8}
191011 ~ . . . 2,128 7+ 643 6} 2,771 134
191112 . . . 1,992 63 817 11 2,809 171
191213 . . . 1,510 43 614 5 2,124 93
314 . . . 1,907 6 | o 2 L2124 8}
191416 . . . 871 3 4 881 3

The values given above are those assigned in the Railborne Trade
Reports. They cannot be aécepted implicitly, for the variations Irom
-year to year are s0 great as.to raise considerable doubt as to the{l‘ aceuracy.
However, according to these values the average yearly import of silk googﬁs
into the Punjab amounts to about Rs. 13 lakhs. It will be noticed that in
1905-08 and 1906-07 the Tndian silk imports outweighed the f01'e1gn, whereas
since that date they have in no case reached half the amount _qi the latter.
The foreign imports are nearly all from Bombay, a small quantity only being
received from Karachi and Calcutta. The accompanying table shows the

T j T itics rent, Tochi, reports that the raw silk
is i firmed by subsequent onquiries. The Political Agent, .
cxpo:ta’flhfl:z .:Cfgcl(i:nlijslfl.lnn 'm'% the Tochi route is China silk of poor quality from Amritsar.

VK2
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. : Pun i i last
sources of the foreign silk fmports into the Punjab by rail, during the
five years i—

Linports of | u-réiyn silh piece-goods by ral.

!
Whenee [mported. i 1910-11. ! 101112 1912-13. 1913-14. 1814-15.
I S R R
| | Mds. | Mds. Mds. Mds. T Mds.

Bombay . . . . - 2,085 1,666 1,306 1,403 77l

“Karachi . . “ . " 41 120 191 487 |, 67
Sind 110,

Calcutta 2 36 v 35
Others . 13 17 4

Torar .| . 2,128 1,002 1,510 | 1,907 877

A similar table is appended for imports of Indian goods i —

Tuports of Indian silk prece-goods by rail,

. | ’ .
Whence Imported. i 1910-11. 1911-12. 1912-13. 1913- 4. 1914-15,
|
! :
; It;ds. Mds. Mds. Mds. | Mds.
Karachi . . . . . I 415 86 460 | 107
Caleuita . . . . . 101 536 59 45 :
Bengal . . . . . ! 81 87 .
Bihar and Orissa . . i 78 53 x
United Provinces . . }t 26 32 . . i
Bombay . 20 71 .
Others . . E 5 17 6 ; 4
D |
Joru |6 817 814 a1 |- 4

It will be seen that since the constitution of the province of Bihar and
Orissa in 1812, this province has taken the place of Bengal. It appears
therefore, that the imports purporting to come from hoth these provinces ate
from the same source, viz., Bihar and Orissa, and presumably consist of tasar
silk cloth manufactured in Bhagalpur or other weaving districts in that
province. Calcutta still supplies a small quantity of manufactured silk
which in 1911-12 reached the considerable figure of 536 maunds, valued at
over Rs. 8] lakhs. The whole of this amount went to Delhi, which city
indeed, ordinarily receives the bulk of the imports, both Indian and foreigni
As regards sillc manufactures, therefore, the centre of trade appears to have
sl_ufted from Amritsar to Delhi, though the former still retains its old posi- .
tion as the centre of the trade in the raw material. The trade in manufac-
tured silk is, however, still very considerable in Amritsar. One merchant of
that place (’B. Ganga Ram Radhakishen) stated that he imported Rs. 5 or
Rs. 6 lakhs’ worth of piece-goods annually from Bombay. He purchases
direct from the importers of that city and through them receives both Chinese
and Japanese prece-goods, hesides importing from Bengal and Benares. He
states that he sells Rs. 2 lakhs’ worth of Chinese goods, and an equal Qm'mtity
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Btegjﬁal;e;g,_ tll?eaddltmn to Indian manufactures worth Rs. 4 lakh from
alth&@h e e S;L;geﬂlggldzlﬁ;e ja*on;) Bénares. According to this merchant,
quantity, though the g ne best the Japanese are sold in the greatest

atter frequently do not come u '

 the la _ L c p to sample. The most

J\;ﬁﬁﬁilse ;slTet oidLhel: Japanese goods is their finish. It is sgid that plain
tk and plain Japanese silk of the same quality cost Re. 1-4 and

Re. 1-12 a yard respectively, but that in spite of the higher price the Japanese

article 1s preferred, solel 1 1 i
) y on account of 1ts superior fin is 1
even though the Benares l e Ut sl e,

article is popularly supposed t I
pu _ 0 be pure silk, whercas
the Japanese goods are under suspicion. Benares silk is however sold in

very considerable quantities, especially schap in si '

ery able quaz , pe and plain silk at Rs. 20 fo
12 yards, which is said to be much used instead of tlllje locally-woven darymlll.
Benares ]charppans (cloth for covering the bodies of the dead) are also sold in
Amritsar. They are made of stiff thick silk and cost Rs. 3 for 34 yards.

~ In Multan J apanese silk cloth sells at 12 annas to Rs. 2-8 a yard, accord-
ing to quality. It is imported vi¢d Bombay. IHandkerchiefs of Japanese silk
can he purchased in the hazar for as little as 3 annas each. Delhi is, however,
the chief centre of this trade. In that city no weaving now appears to be
done, but very large quantities of imported silk goods are sold. In 1913-14
out of a total import by rail of 2,124 maunds of sillc piece-goods into the
Punjab, 1,286 maunds went to Delhi City, 753 maunds (or practically the
whole of the remainder) going to the territory between the Sutlej and the
Jhelum, which includes Amritsar, Labore, and Multan. In 1919-18, when the
total import into the Punjab was exactly the same as in 1913-14, the propor-
tions were very similar. The leading merchants in Delhi appear to specialize,
i.e., one imports only FEuropean piece-goods, another only Japanese and
Chinese, and a third only Benares goods. It will therefore be convenient to
treat each of these lines of import separately. :

1. European piece-goods—The largest trade is in mixed goods from
- _ France, but there is also considerable demand for plain or
embroidered satin and damask from Switzerland, France, and
Italy. Silk flowered grenadines are imported from Switzer-
land. These are made of cotton embroidered with silk flowers,
and sell at Re. 1-4 per yard of 50 inch width. Many kinds of
cheap French mixed goods are sold :—cotton shot with silk
costs 13 annas per yard of 32 inch width, cotton striped with
silk 9 annas per yard of 18inch width, and plain green silk
sells at 12 annas for a yard of 13 inch width. Green silk cloth
from Switzerland is made in 16 inch widths and costs Re. 1
per yard. Austrian mixed goods are aiso sold : these are of
cotton embroidered with flowers of cheap silk and imitation
gold thread. Their price is from Rs. 3-8 to Rs. 6-4 for a piece
of 21 yards by 48 inches.

9. Chinese and Japonese goods—The Japanese manufactures are
: mostly conspicuous for- gaudy patterns, and brilliant finish.
All kinds are imported, from plain cloth (generally of
bright colour) to silk embroidered with flowers and with
printed colours, but almost without exception the cloth is
finished with a gloss and smoothness which appear to appeal
particularly to the public taste in the Punjab. The only goods

from the Bombay Mills which I found in Delhi weve sar1s, and

these are not much in demand, the ordinary wear being petti-
coats (lenga), which ave generally made from Japanese,
European, or sometimes Benares cloth. The goods from the
Mills are said to cost more and to have less sheen. Dull efiects

are considered common, brighter colours and pronounced
patterns being therefore preferred. It is said that Japanese
cloth is dyed with brilliant colours in the Bombay Mills and that

_ this kind of cloth is much in demand. For men’s clothes Clinese
plain cloth (apparently manufactured from wild silk) is very
popular, and much worn by all classes. This sells for Re. 1-8

a vard of 97 inches in one quality and Re. 1-2 a yard of 20
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inches in a second quality. The 20 inch width is not liked,
however, though it is a width apparently largely ma.nufact}lted
in China and imported into this country in considerable
quantities, Widths of 27 and 36 inches are preferred in the
Punjab, and there seems to be an opening here for some enter-
prising firm to put an Indian tasar cloth upon the market og
the same quality and at the same price, but in the des.lre
widths. .

3. Benures dupetas and pod (cloth for petticoats) are sold in large
quantities in Delhi, especially when embroidered with gold lace.
T'hese appear to be the only kinds of Indian silk manufactures
which are largely in demand in that city.

9. Peshawar is the market for manufactured silk from Me'shed,, in
Persia. This kind of silk is said to be very strong and durable, but is always
in plain colours and is consequently becoming less popular in competition with
the ornate and variegated Japanese piece-gocds. Meshed silk cloth costs
Rs. 2-4 a yard (24 inch width), lungis (turbans) of 7 yards selling for Rs. 15.
It is generally taken by road into Baluchistan, and thence despatched by
parcel post to Peshawar, or it is sent to Bombay and Karachi and thence
received by post. Bokhara silk cloth is also received in Peshawar. This is
also always 1n plain colours and costs Re. 1-4 a yard (14 inch width).  An
imitation of this cloth is manufactured in Benares for the Peshawar market
and is sold for Re. 1-2 a yard. Both Bokhara silk cloth and Meshed cloth were
formerly woven out of raw silk from Bokhara and Persia, but the high price
of Bokhara raw silk has practically prohibited the manufacture of the former,
and in the case of Meshed silk the Peshawar weavers found themselves unable
to compete with the Persian and have given up the attempt. Japanese and
Chinese piece-goods are now much in demand in Peshawar. Plain and
flowered Shanghai silk, and cloth of mixed cotton and silk, are greatly used,
while Japanese piece-goods of all kinds—flowered paj, gauze, etc.,—are ex-
tremely popular, owing to their variety and cheapness. The price of these is
from Re. 1-8 to Rs. 6 a yard and 50 or 60 shops are said to deal in these goods
in Peshawar alone. The designs are alleged to have been copied by the
Japanese manufacturers from samples of cotton goods which used to be sup-
plied by Manchester. It is stated that Japanese goods are distrusted in the
market, and it is undoubtedly the case that, as I have myself frequently found,
the embroideries upon Japanese silk goods are made of artificial and not of
real silk., This distrust does not, however, prevent them from appealing very
strongly to the popular taste. :

10. From these remarks it will be clear that Indian silk manufactures
have been largely driven out of the market in the Punjab and North-West
Frontier Province by the Japanese articles. This seems to be due to a variety
of causes. The cheapness of the Japanese goods is, of course, -strongly in
their favour, but this does not appear to be by any means the chief cause of
their popularity. The real cause would rather seem to be the lustre and
finish of the Japanese articles and their immense range of colour and design.
Hardly any of the I_ndian manufactures are gaudy enough for the popular
taste 1n these provinces, and if this market is to be recaptured by home
industries effort must be made to supply it with the kind of silk which appeals
to the popular taste. That the market is worth capturing there can be nu
doubt : the value of the foreign piece-goods annually exported iito the Punjab
by rail and post, must be very great. Very little, if any, of the silk goods at
present made in any of the silk centres of India, however, is of the kind now
most in demand in these provinces, and to supply that market it will practi-
cally be necessary to comstitute a new industry in India. How far these
Japanese goods are the product of hand-looms or how far the

- . are factory-
made, it would require a knowledge of the J apanese industry yto determirge

and without such a knowledge it certainly cannot, be said whether such articles
can be supplied in India at the same price as the Japanese goods. Under
present conditions there does not appear to be much hope of supplanting the
Japanese goods in the public favour. Meanwhile the local weaving indusbry
has shown itself quite unable to adapt itself to the change in the popu]ag‘
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demand and appears to be rapidly dyi ' '

) pidly dying out. It is possible, though perhaps
?o‘tllaér{ogether ‘llkelt}_f, that the present increase in den%and for silkgsul%stitut}es
1§i-esi c;;app?aélh, as 1t disappeared after a very short life in the Madras
| resid ncy © there s very little chance, however, of any change in the present

aste for lustre and finish, and unless and until goods of Indian manufacture
can rival the Japanese articles in these points, there is very small likelihood
of an increase in the demand for Indian manufactured silk in these Provinces.

11. The export trade in silk manufactures is small, the whole amount
carried by rail averaging during the last 10 years, according to the value rates
assigned, less than Rs. 1 lakh annually. Tt consists mainly of small consign-
ments of piece-goods to the United Provinces and elsewhere. The following
tables show the total exports by rail during the last 10 years, and details as to
the provinces of consignment for the last five years:—

Eaxports of silk piece-goods from the Punjab by rail.

Yoar. - Foreign: Indian. TOTAL.
Mds. Mds. Mds. Rs.
1905-06 ~ . . . . L 2 - C 24 26 16,370
1906-07 . . . . . 2 A 36 ) 38 23.207
1907-08 . . . . . 3 377 380 2,19.532
190809 . < . . . 2 174 176 1,03,049
21909-10 . ' . . . 15 186 201 1,27,166
191(?-11 . . . . . 30 153 - 183 1,27,936
o112 . . . - 5 59 64 41,329
1912-13 . . . . . © 43 88 131 1,06,828
1913-14 '. . . . . 8 59 : 67 45,199
191416 . . . . . , 2 110 o 70,586
o Exports of Indian silk piece-goods by rail.
, | _
Whither exported 1910-11. | 1911-12. 1912-13, 1913-14. 1914-15.
7 ' “ . o o
Mds. Mds. Mds. . Mds. Mdla.
Bombay Pork . . . . 87
United Provinces . . . . 30 . 67 | 50
Madras . . . . . . .. 25 ‘i
Sind™ ‘ 5
Karachi. . . . . : .. . ) . ' 98 ;
Others -« o+ o+ .36 34 21 31| 1
. N l
TOoTAL . 153 59 88 59 li 110

There is also a small export trade by transfrontier routes both from the
Punjab and the North-West Frontier Province. From the latter, goods are
exported by way of Khajuri Kach to Af_ghamgtan. In 1903-04 an export cf
92 maunds, valued at Rs. 17,600, is mentioned in the Trade Returns, but from
that year until 1911-12 no further trade of this nmature is recorded; From

.
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1911-12 to 1913-14 only 28 maunds, valued at about Rsc.1 14’]1?00’0;1:12011%%;“5;
ed. and in 1914-15 again no such export was 1‘e‘qord€i{. ) XE s e
Paniah frontier are larger. A small trade with 91aéslgll ’The : stém e
 hinese Tibet was registered between 1903-04 and 1 d_ o Cent);al n o
recisiration was then changed, and figures for the trade wi

were nhtained from Leh, including for the first time trade Whml;; p?ssed /m:ta
Kashmir and the Rawalpindi route. That aaci(;llstllc;l:r?gg fhrg(zuii fg1§xf£1;g ;
a¢d previously escaped registration 1s proved oy -1
2:153::}1? o(t? sil)k max?ufa,ctl?res are reported to have lqeaenv exported fove1 the
frontier vié Kulu or Sultanpur, and 231 maunds il Kashmir, of a total
value of nearly Rs. 4 lakhs. In 1914-15 exports vtd Kashmir amounted to
477 maunds, valued at over Rs. 22 lakhs, and a small quantity was sent to
Chinese Tibet. The nature of the silk manufactures exported in this way I

have not been able to determine. _

12. A table is appended showing the sources of the import and the
destinations of the export trade in 1914-15 so far as they are available. It
cannot, however, be regarded as complete, for not only is the import of raw
silk by road from Kashmir to Rawalpindi probably not wholly registered, but
also a considerable margi. must be left for silk imported and exported by
passenger train or by postai service. The table will, however, give a general
idea of the silk trade, though the figure for imported silk manufactures would
undoubtedly be very much higher were any record available for the goods
carried as parcels by passenger train or by post.

Silk trade of Pwnjdb and North-West Frontier Province, 1914-15.

IyporTs. Exporses, . .
Nature of silk and Maunds Rs Nature of silk and Maunds. R
whence imported. . : ’ = whence exported. ) ' Lo
Indian Raw Silk. . Indian Raw Silk.
By Rail— - - " | By Rail— *
From— . To—
Bombaf . . . 36 13,161 Karachi® . . 831 281,056
United Provinces . i ' 85 34,200 United Provinces 95 32,261
Kashn_lir . . 37 12,167 Other places 53 18,142
Other Places . . 68| 35326
ToraL . - 226 94,854 Toran, . 979 | 331,459
Foreign Baw Silk, Foreign Ruw Silk,
By Rail— By Rail .o Nil Nl
From— ] By Road—
Bombay . . . 4,202 17,23,730 ' -
: To—
Karachi . . Sl 388 | 1,46,784
. North and st 278 71,450
Other places . . 3 1,197 Afphanistan, ’ '
; Dir, Swat, .
By Road— ErBajs‘m“;fL wnd 7 2100
From Ladakh . 1,141 4,55,915 Buner . .| 1 250
Toran . 5822 | 23,27,626 s Toran . 286 73,800
Torl, -OF Raw Sk 6,048 24,22,480 } Toran or Raw SiLk 1,265 4,05,259




Silk trade of Punjab and North-Wes; Frontier Province, 1914-15—contd.

ImMroRTS. EXPORTS
Nature of silk and : -
whonoe importal Maunds. Rs. : f;‘;g:g:i;’:fj‘r;’h‘l Maunds. | R
Indian Piecc‘-goods. - Indien Piece-goods.
From all places . 4 4,204 { To—
Sind . . . 3. 52083
Foreign. Piece-goods. United Provinees . 30 - 30,758
By Rail-~ Other places o 7 4,208
From— '
, Foreign Piece-goods. |
Bombay . . . 771 2,65,634 '
i By Rail—
Karachi . . . 67 22,812
. ., To all places . 2 2,657
Calcutta . . . 35 13,414 ‘ ,
By Road—* ; ;
Other places . . 4 1,445 : ‘
Vo To— I. ‘
By Road— “Tadakh . .| 47 287,503
: 1 s
From Ladakh . 3 3,965 C. Tibet x 2 1,000
| N s
ToTaL OF P1ECE-GOODS 654 . 3,11,474 | Toran oF PIECE-GOODS i 591 3,590,001
‘\ i
ToraL VALUE OF SILK . . 1 27,33.954 | ToTAL VALUE OF SILK ‘ . 7,64,350
| ' | |

* (Indian or Foreign.)

-

APPENDIX.

-Statement showing Sulk, ‘W aste and Cocoons produced in Kashmir during the last 10 yews.

Year. Silk (1b Waste (1bs.). | S cocoum
— e ————— — a
1963 (1905-06) . . . . . . 115,748 74,9890 21,404
1064 (1906-07) . . . . . 7. . 132,760 - 98,179 78,428
1965 (1907-08) . . . . . . . 129,045 o 71,461 T30
1966 (1908-09y . . . . . . . 184,221 05,902 36,428
1967 (1909-10) . . N . . . . 168,168 07,607 $O407
1968 (1910-11) S 215,749 125,244 47,565
1960 (1011-12) . . . - L. 181,056 129,969 37 487
1970 -(1912-13‘) e 94,978t 73,850t 37,0011
1971 (1913-14) ' s30Tt 94,7271 . 33 6721
1972 (1914-16) . .+ - .. 08,879t |~ 73,0431 33,861

t The docroase in oubput of Silk and Waste from 1812-13 was duc'to a disastrous fire which took place
inJ ul_y. 1013 cn‘uéing tho destruction of about 36,000 maunds of green cocoons and the loss of Luildinga
i . ’ . ., ol ‘
containing 1,272 Reoling Basins. 3

' L
VOL. II. « )
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CHAPTER IV.-

The Silk Trade of India: Summary and Conclusion.

Raw silk exports.

1. In the preceding pages the trade of Bombay, Madras and the Pun;a};
has been reviewed in detail.  An attempt will now be made to give a generas
idea of the presenf state of the silk trade of India as a whole. In Table ITI
of Appendix B will he found the figures for _the exports of Indian raw silk, -
chassam or waste. and cocoons out of British Tndia from 1889-90 to the
present time. From this table it will be seen that it 1s a mistake to suppose
that there has heen a steady decline in such exports d_ur}ng t};e last quarter
of a century. Until 5 years ago (1909-10) the variations in the amount
exported were normal, and in that year the figure (viz., over 2 mlll;on 1hs.)
was higher than it had been since 1889-90. The following table will show
at a, glance that instead of having decreased the total export has increased in .
auantity during the last 40 years, and even previous to that the ﬁgure for
1864-65 to 1873-74 is subject to some reduction, re-exports of foreign raw
silk being included for the years 1864-65 to 1867-68 :—

Eaxports of raw silk from India.
Average for 10 years— . b
a

1864-65—1873-74 . .
1874-75—1883-84 . . . . .o > . . . . 1,401.02

1884-85—-1803-94 ... . A Ce . . 1,744,109
1894-95—1903-04 . . .. . ] . 1,717,601
1904-05—1913-14 . . . . .. ) . . . . 1,740,023

Tt will be noticed, however. that the figure for reeled silk (the most
valuable part of the export), though it rose in 1906-07 and the following year
higher than it has reached for a great number of years, has since then been
steadily decreasing, and for five years has been lower than at any otber time
in the last quarter of a century. The value of the total export has corres-
pondingly decreased, in spite of a fairly steady average in chassam and
cocoons, though the former of these also shows a decrease from the very high
figure reached in 1909-10 (nearly 1} million lbs.). The average value of the
whole export is given in the feilowing table :— .

Arerage value of export of raw silk from India.

Lakhs.

. Rs.

For 5 years— -

1889-00 to 1893-94 . . . . . . - . . . . 60
1894-95 to 1898-99 Lo . . . . . . . . 524
1899-1990 {o 1903-04 . . . . . . . . . . . 63}

- 1904-05 to 1908-09 . . . . . . . s .. . 58%
1909-10 to0 1913-14 -~ . . . . . . . . . . 423

It is therefore only within the last five or six years that there has been
any serious decrease in the whole export trade, less than ten years ago (z.c., in
1906-07 and 1907-08) the value having been well above the average of the last
twenty-five years. Within those few years. however, the decrease has been
starting. The export of reeled silk fell in 1913-14 to considerably less than
half what it was in the preceding year, and less than two-ninths of the amount
exported in the years 1906 to 1908. The export of chassam was steadier,
but reached a lower figure than any recorded during the preceding ten years,
and the total export (1,203,098 lbs.) was the lowest since 1881-82 (Wlien it
stood at 1,117,026 1bs.). The value (Rs. 243 lakhs) was less than half the
. normal figure during the last 25 years. In 1914-15 the fall was even greater. -
Only 516,282 Ihs. of raw silk were exported from the whole of India during

-
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that yéar—the ] o T
ten years (with the si Aittle as d_.ouble that ligure, and during the last
thao ¢ . 1e single exception of 1913-14) it has regularly been more
an three times the amount exported in 1914-15 'l‘ci figur o that year
cannot, however, be taken as any indicati 10 oy ligure Lor that Yo
export trade. The f _Y n lqatlon of a permanent decrease in the
ot of Tndoan e fact that exports to Irance, which usually takes 70 per
that the war isri:; Séillis,ibc}ecgease% by 524,901 lbs. proves almost conclusively
hat year. Nono thIe): - tel or }f e surprisingly low figure reached during
fall. though it was onl 8, 11511‘5 as been, during the last five years, a steady
ek AN dumyn;nth t -14 that the decrease was of a really startling
which proves that it mng du(;a . year, however, is also capable of explanation,
» in the main to temporary causes. As has been
stated elsewhere, there was a serious fire in the Kashmir State Filature in
A_ugust 1913, very heavy damage being sustained. In consequence of this,
exports of Kashmir silk vid Karachi were very much reduced in quantity,
and the Sea-borne Trade Returns for Sind show that exports of raw silk
from. that province fell from 679,641 Ibs., valued at nearly Rs. 271 lakhs, in
1912-13, to only 260,433 lbs., valued at rather more than Rs. 124 lakhs, in
1913-14. The decrease in the quantity exported from this single source of
supply, therefore, amounted to nearly 420,000 lbs. in quantity and Rs. 15
lakhs in value. The addition of these amounts to the actual figures for the
export of raw silk from the whole of India during that year would raise them
to about 1,600,000 lbs. and nearly Rs. 40 lakhs, which are very little less than
the figures for the preceding year. While, therefore, it must be admitted
that a decrease has become manifest in the exports of the last few years, the
abnormally low figures for 1913-14 and 1914-15 are not in the main due to
the circumstances, whatever they may be, which are causing this decrease, but
to the particular causes shown above. :

9. Table TIT of Appendix B shows the.share borne by each of the mari-
time provinces in this export of raw silk, during the last 15 years. The
export from Madras may be taken as almost wholly Mysore silk, while the
share of Sind is equivalent to the share of Kashmir silk. It will be seen that
until 1908 exports from Bombay were heavy, whereas practically no silk was
exported from Sind, but after that year exports from Sind have been large
while those from Bombay have shown a heavy decrease. From this it may

be concluded that Kashmir silk was until that date mostly consigned to
Bombay Port, but since then has been exported from Sind. The exports from
Bombay from 1908 to the present time are probably largely Kashmir, but
perhaps partly Mysore silk. - Exports from Burma are small and unimportant,
‘except in 1912-13 and 1913-14, when they amounted to 29,211 Ibs. and
94 543 Ths. respectively, as against 5758 lbs. during the year 1911-12.

From the totals given in column 7 of the table it is clear that the decrease
in raw silk exports has been almost entirely due to the fall in the amount
exported from Bengal. Excluding the share of that province, exports have
steadily risen from 348354 1bs. in 1899-00 to 1,071,534 Ibs. in 1912-13. The
fall in 1913-14 has already been explained as due to the fire in the Kashumuv
Tilature. Apart from this, Kashmir silk (as represented by the exports frow
Bombay before 1908 and from Sind after that year) has shown a steady
increase, from about 56,000 lbs. in 1899-00 to about 700,000 bs. in 1912-15.
In the latter year 1t was actually considerably larger than the export from
Bengal. Mysore silk (as represented by exports from Madras) has been

o

" subject, to continuous fluctuations, rising to 571,840 1bs. in 1908-09 and falling

to 860,431 1bs. two years later. It vecovered slightly in 1911-12 but fell again
to 301,978 lbs. in 1912-13 and even lower in the following year. It has been
shown, in the chapter on the Madras Presidency, that exports f1-01_n Madras
now entirely consist of chassam and cocoons, exports of raw silk having ceased
in 1906-07. The value of these being very small as compared with raw sﬂ_k,
the exports of Mysore silk gain an exaggerated importance when given in
quantity instead of in value. To correct this, another table is given (Appen-
dix B. Table, IV). This is identical with Table I1I, except that instead of
quantity in 1bs., value in Rs. has been given. From this it will be seen that
i L2

H
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B hrod b 1RG0 5 : ] e whole of the export, senb
B, i 1680 sopid for pracicely o vl of e gt
tlaLbIZ Ianl(;é shows bl&t the export from Bombay and Sind is even mﬁre imﬁ?r't-
ant in value than in quantity, having risen from well under half a a} H‘fl;‘
1899 to nearly Rs. 28 lakhs in 1912-13.  During the same period the value o

the whole export (excluding Bengal) has risen from3 Rs. 2 lakhs to3near1y
Rs. 30 lakhs, Bengal exports having fallen from Rs. 674 lakhs.to Rs. 113 lakhs.
The export of Bengal silk has therefore decreased in value even more heavily
than-in bulk, and especially during the last five years. In 1909-10 and
1910-11 the Bengal export was still more than 50 per cent. ol the whole hoth
in quantity and in value. In the following year the shave of Bengal remained
greater than that of Sind in total bulk, but owing to the fact that more
veeled silic was exported from Sind, the value of the latter’s export surpassed
that of Bengal. In1912-13 the share of Sind was not only greater than that
of Bengal in quantity, but was more than double that of Bengal in reeled silk
and consequently in total value. In spite of the heavy fall in exports of
Kashmir silk in 1913-14, and in spite of the fact that the share of Sind was
reduced in consequence to less than half that of Bengal, nevertheless the
value of Kashmir silk exported from Sind was over Rs. 12§ lakhs as against
Rs. 9 lakhs from Bengal, owing to the fact that the latter sent out only half
the amount of reeled silk exported from Sind. It is clear therefore that the
cause of the decline must be looked for in Bengal.

- As regards Madras, it must be remembered that exports of chassam or
waste represent a proportionate amount of reeled silk used in this country, and
that 1f such exports remain steady a decrease in the export of reeled silk is
Tot to be regretted, since it only implies that the-raw silk which was formerly
exported is now used at home. If, however, exports of chassam and of reeled
silk are both found to be decreasing it is a probable conclusion that production
1s on the wane. It will therefore be necessary in order to judge correctly of
the present state of production, to consider the exports of chassam and reeled
silk separately. Tor Mysore, such figures have already been given elsewhere
(vide pages 42 and 45). From those tables it will be seen that exports of
chassam did not decline when exports of reeled silk ceased; on the contrary
they have been distinctly larger since that date. It is therefore a Justifiable
conclusion that the production of Mysore has not declined, but that more
reeled Mysore silk is now used in this country than was formerly the case.
Exports from Burma are recorded as being entirely wild silk waste. The pro-
portions of chassam and reeled silk in the exports from Bengal, Sind and
Bombay are given in Table V of Appendix B, exports from the two latter
ports being combined, as they are hoth probably composed almost entively of
Kashmir silk. From this table it appears that whereas exports hoth of reeled
silk and chassam from Benga] have decreased, those from Sind and Borabay
have both steadily risen. It may therefore he concluded that production in
Bengal has declined, while production in Kashmir has increased. But
another fact, of equal importance, may be deduced from these figures. 1t will
be noticed that whereas reeled Bengal silk fell in 1912-13 to less than one-
seventh, and in 1918-14 to hardly more than one-fourteenth, of what it was 15
years ago, chassam has only decreased by about 50 per cent. during the same
period. This chassam implies a proportionate quantity of reeled siik, which
as 1t was not exported must have heen consumed in the country. The state
of production in Bengal must, therefore, be judged rather from the export of
chassam than from that of reeled silk, and the smaller decrease in the former
proves beyond douht that production in Bengal has not diminished on amv-
thu%gbapproz}phmg the same scale as reeled silk exports. The fall has ho‘iff-
:\Sre;1 h e(f}n seuouis 91‘1011g11, as Judged hy the exports of chassam, these having,
ol ]_Sy 'iif :gen, 3 gcmafsed hy nearly 50 per cent. in the last 15 years. In Table
Calc’ul:‘?a exta tISI;1 '(E the exports of raw 51_.lk, chassam and cocoons, from
o A tPI’aG ed irom the Silk E;ports L1st_s Published monthly by D. N.
PoRu. A8 LIE quantity is reckoned in bales it is mmpossible to make an exact
comparison between these and the official figures, but they corroborate each

other as to the heavy decline in exports § Cal P
tains about 150 lbs., and a hale of ch:fssarsn art())(;l;t 3%0c ]lllt):a A bale of silk con.
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: ded as to the destination of x5 ich

leaves India. Trom ¢ : > Lhe destination of the raw silk whie
seen tilatd.él‘allgéogkLéée tﬁi}) ]ﬁ %Wen o Appendix B ,(:Tﬂble VII) it will be
United Kingdom appear i of these exports. ‘The demand from the
Tealy is noves vor a _llp‘eals to be dechnlng,_whlle the quantity exported to
sy s o of t{l aﬁge and fluctuates considerably from year to year. The
countries, any incriasen'mnd from the United States. In the case of these
oo the, il e elm efzxpgrt to them from India probably results more
demand for India ure ol other sources of supply than from any regular
: Jor Indian material, and this is certainly the case as regards the
e;port Of cocoons to [taly. Belginm, Ceylon, and Egypt have ocsa,sional‘ly
taken considerable supplies—mostly of waste—from India, and Turkey in
As;a, used to bhe-a fairly regular, theugh a small customer. Exports to that
countryﬁhave now lxoWever almost ceased for a number of years past.

3. The decrease in exports of Indian silk manufactures has been even
more noticeable than that ot raw sitk. _n the case of the latter, it has already
been shown that although Bengal silk has steadily fallen, other kinds or
indian silk have partiaily repliaced it. In the case of manufactures, both
Bombay and Bengal have shown a marked decrease, though the latter has
been the most atiected, the former having exhibited an upward tendency
during the last eight years. Madras exports were very low between 1904
and 1908, but since then have been steadily rising, reaching in 1913-14 a -
higher figure than any since 1900. Exports from Madras are, however, com-
paratively small, amounting at the most to less than Rs. 11 lakhs, and aver-
aging during the last five years less than Rs. 1 lakh. The increase in these
exports, therefore, has but little effect in staying the steady decline In exports
from India as a whole. Exports from Sind and Burma are insignificant, and
consequently there is nothing to replace the exports of Bengal and Bombay.
Table VII1 of Appendix B shows the exports from India for the last 30 years.
It will be noticed that the decline has been practically unbroken during that
period. In 1893-94 exports from Bengal amounted to over Rs. 18 lakhs, from
Bombay over Rs. 5 lakhs, and from Madras nearly Rs. 1 lakh. Ten years
later, in 1903-04, exports from Bengal had fallen to Rs. 6 lakhs, and from
Bombay to less than Rs. 1% lakhs, while those from Madras were still over
Rs. 2 lakh. In 1913-14 Bengal exports were valued at less than Rs. 2 lakhs,
Bombay at over Rs. 24 lalhs, and Madras at nearly Rs. 13 lakhs. The very
small total reached in 1914-15 15, of course, partly due to the war. It cannot,
however, be altogether ascribed to this cause, for Bombay and Madras exports
were far less affected than those of Bengal. ~The Jast mentioned amounted to
less than Rs. 1 lakh, showing a fall of about the same amount, whereas
Bombay and Madras exports fell only to rather over Rs. 1} lakhs and rather
under Rs. 1 lakh respectively. This will be seen clearly from Table 1X,
which gives separately the exports from these ports, according to the official
figures, during the last fifteen years, and Table X, which gives the exports of

) ] Yalcutte daring the last twenty years, as shown in the

ik piece-goods from G :
:ongl?:%lg{%oris Lists of D. N. Bosu to which reference has been made above.

The export formerly consisted almost entirely of silk piece-goods, but
mixed goods have recently shown a tendency to increase, while piece-goods.
have he?zvily fallen. The United Kingdom is still the largest importer, but
whereas in 1893 she received over Rs. 13 ]aki&s worth pf piece-goods, in
1913-14 the amount was only a little over Rs. 15 lakhs. Mixed goods now go
mostly to Tunis and Aden, which countries receive ai‘mdes averaging over
Rs. 4 lakh a year each. The Straits Settlements and Natal also import some
qua.nzttity of these goods, and these countries and Aden fake (after the United
Kingdom) most of the exports of silk piece-goods. ~IFrance, Arabia, Persia
and Turkey which formerly imported large quantities pf Indiap m.anufa.c- .
tures, now t,ake very little. Detz}ils of ?he counitries of final destmatlor} and
the amount exportéd to each will be found in Table XI of Appendix B.
Exports to Ceylon, the Straits Settlements, and the Malay Peninsula, as also
o N d NOl‘t}’l A frica, which combined amounted to more than two-fifths
o anl antit in 1913-14, were despatched almost entirely from
of the ol Oy b nment to Aden was sent by Bombay, as was also”

.]t\]/{zd‘t;l?ﬁ% o}nt]ﬁeh:i;grgg nto1 g%‘ranct—': and to Arabia, while those to the United

A few words must be ad
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. : 3 9 f Te.
Winesdon and the United States came from Calcutta. It 1s cleittll ) ili‘hfx;eac?rgé
fhat the countries which are now showing & ten_dency. to 111prl'9a§ef‘ o Mmldras
or stk goods from India are mostly those which are supplied iroi bid 5

ans these markets (Tunis, Tripoli, Algeria, Natal, etc,,) are probably still

(e of considerable enlargement.

Imports by Sea. Raw Silk.

4. Table XII gives the total imports of raw sitk into India by sea duru%g
the last 26 years. It will be seen that theg,e h;we, during that ]_J_e'rlod, only
onve heen less than 11 million lbs. and only six times less than 2 millions. On
one occasion (1895-96) the figure has been over 3 millions, and in 1912-13 was
over 3% million 1bs. On the whole there has been a slow though fairly steady

increase, as the following averages will show :—

- Ibs.

Average Tmport for 10 years ending —
1859-60 . . .. . . . . 1,322,049
1878-79 T e e . . 2,066,657
1858-89 2,082,077
1898-99 . . . . 2,482,148
00800 . . e e e e e e " 1,868,838

Average Import for 5 years er.ding—v
2,566,729

1913-14

Whether any of these imports recorded as raw silk were really silk waste,
and if so how much, cannot be determined, as the figures for waste were not
separately recorded until April 1912. Since that date, however, Bombay
imported 104,315 lbs. of waste in 1912-13, a small quantity also going to
Madras; 73,558 lbs. in 1913-14, both Bengal and Madras also receiving small
amounts during that year; and 130,252 Ibs. in 1914-15. The bulk of the raw
citk goes to Bombay Port, as will be seen from the following table :—

o

Imports of raw silk.

_ 1909-10. 1910-11. 1911-12. 1912-18. 1913-14.
Share of . . Ihs. . Ibs, 1bs. 1bs. Ibs.
Bombay . . . . . 1,980,548 l 1,844,646 | 1,807,463 | 2,906,167 | 2,018,901
Burma . . . . . 344,687 l 271,832 = 393,089 549,760 463,171
Madras . . . . .. ©1,454, 38,000 119,925 91,642
Sind ... L 3,378 1,722 553 2,995 6
Bengal . . . . . 1,572 | 2,145 | '
f ~
Tora .| 2,380,185 l ' 2,121,799 1 2,239,106 | 8,578,837 | 2,563,720

The sources of this import into Bombay, and the changes which have
taken place in its nature have been fully discussed elsewhere. The Madras
mports have also been reviewed. The small quantities received by Sind and
Ir%engal‘ ports are com}%a:rative'lyl unimportant, but it may be noted that the
Tormer recetves most, of 1ts supplies from Southern Russia. h m ‘
m 1910-11 to 1312 1ks. (Rs. 10,496), in 1911-12 to 541 Ibs. (R;I.‘l;ffl.g) girclluig
1912-13 to 1,858 Ibs. (Rs. 15,560), but no imports from that country h.:—,we been
,sub‘sequenﬂy recorded. Russian-Turkistan also sent a consignment of
1,137 ibs. (Rs. 10,801) in 1912-13. Imports into Burma are in quantity and
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yzt]tl'e secoud. to,j though. a lo_Ilg way behind, those of Bombay. They arc
received mostly from Shanghai, Hongkong and the Straits Se

ttlements ;—
Imports of raw silk into Burma by Sew.
Imyports from . 1909-10. - | 1910-11. 1911-12. 1012.13, 1013-14,
ihs. © Ibs, Ibs, Ibs, Ths, -
China (excluding Hongkong and 204,269 160,083 153,190 302,438 272,959
Macao). . . | ’
Hongkong™ . . . . 31,856 §1.121 110,975 118.703 36,751
Straits Scttlements . .| 103,073 117,588 125,119 96,930 | 92,108
Siam . . . . . . T . 3-645 23‘730 y ._\99_)“
Indo-China, cte. . 160
Japan . . . . . . 5,489 13,040 | - .. 7,929 2,133
Forar . 344,687 - 271,832 . 393,089 549.750 g 433,171
|
|
1 .
1
|
Rs. Rs. Rs. . ~ Rs. i Rs.
China  (excluding Hongkong and 9,098,928 3.18,816 ! 9,43,777 17.16,602 1 14,89,227
Macao). \ ! : !
Hongkong . . . . .} 190847 | 444743 1 654603 | 820051 3975l
Straits Settlements . . . . 5,32,321 5,80,795 ' 6.43.136 4,67.676 4.34,360
. . = - ang ' R
Siam . . .. ; . .. - o 14,580 85,310 T 103,002
Indo-China, ete. . . . . .. .. 992 l
Japan . . . .. 28,776 64,852 - 44650 | 16,361
. | :_.___..
’ Tomr .| 1700872 | 1418306 | 2257080 | 3144180 E 2440474
- !

Silk Manufactures.

5 . value of the manufactured silk goods imported into India by sea
duri;;& r{llllg ‘izc:s}tt thirty years is given in Table XIII. The increase is lger}e
very I;Dot.i ceable, such goods having nearly trebled in value during that period.
The chief countries of consignment are given 1 Table X1V and the va‘lug u}
‘the imports from each at intervals of five years during the last two _d_eca,glv.\
Tt will be seen that very great changes have taken place during that pertod.
In 1893-94 the United Kingdom and Hongkong between the;n su’pplmzl
Rs. 120 lakhs worth of goods, out of a total v,alue of Rs. 1823 la‘khs. a,"d.
" Trance sﬁpplied half of the remainder. Japan's goods were valued aqt on}l;
Rs. 2 lakhs, being surpassed by Shanghai, Belgium, Ttaly, phe St1:a1ts. kett/e,r—
ments and Germany. In 1913-14 Japan sent goods 'WOQLh nearly Rs. _1\-&.)
lalkhs, Hongkong goods had fallen to Rs. 25 lakhs, while Shanghai had risen
fo Rs. 384 lakhs. Meanwhile the consignments from the 1Umted Kingdom
]?d fall ’ 1o less than Rs. 28 lakhs; French goods. at Rs. 244 lakhs, remained
AR iy dv: while Italy and Germany showed large increases, rising to
%‘”1{9 Sltelah's5 and Rs. 22% lakhs respectively. Thus Japan and China wers
S sible for Rs. 208 lalkhs out of Rs. 310 lakhs or two-thirds of the whole.
I‘{'ingdom instead of supplying more than a third, as it did
' : ahout qne-twelfth of the total import.

responsible for
and the United 1 :
twenty years ago, supphed only
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e : ‘tions of the difterent kinds of goods
The {ollowing table shows the propot )] v :
inc‘mde?zi xin(‘lea‘ the head © Silk Manufactares, at intervals during the 15

vears {rom 1870 to 1885, and from 1898 to 1913.

Imports of silk manufactures into India by Sea.

) \ Tk Piee S:tﬁ?x(;il Yarns, nojils Other
] e st SR v, | sk | o,
materials
T Rs. ‘ Rs. ‘Rs. Ra. Rs. Rs.
B0 . . L ogornmiz| 1,687 .. 20,682 |  42,55,268
187576 . - - 14,400? G7,79,189 | 2,92,050 " 3,022 | 70,883,661
188081 . . - 10,273 LITSLA43 | 173471~ 7,408 | 1,35,03,838
188586 . . - 56,136 : os4za14 | 1573325 .. 18,555 | 1,10,90,430
|
189899 . . . 41,101 [ 89,24,006 | 34,14,673 .. | 12,38,154 | 1,36,17,93¢
190304 . . . 26,741 | 1,21,16,081 | 33,67,271 . 28,24,627 | 1,83,34,720
190800 . . . 13,706 J 1,45,55,830 | 43,05,015 | 38,660,884 71,302 | 2,28,13,727
0134 . . . 20,115 |,1,91,84,760 | 69,52,575 | 45,81,705 |  2,74,140| 3,10,13,295

Silk yarns, noils and warps were not differentiated in the returns until
1905, and consequently must have been included under the heading “ Other
Sorts.” It will be noticed that goods under this head rose from Rs. 20,000
in 1870 to Rs. 281 lakhs in 1903, evidently in consequence of this inclusion.
The very heavy increase in mixed goods is also noteworthy. While silk
piece-goods rose during these forty-three years from Rs. 40% lakhs to nearly
Rs. 192 lakhs, mixed goods increased from Rs. 1% lakhs to Rs. 694 lakhs.
The shares taken by the various provinces will give some indication of the
extent to which these different kinds of goods are used in each. Imports into
Bombay have already been dealt with in detail, and inasmuch as Bombay Port
supplies not only the Presidency but a large portion of India, the nature of
the demand in the Presidency cannot be directly deduced from the nature of
the import. The very large increase in the import into Bombay of yarns,
noils and warps for the use of the Presidency and the Punjab is, however,
particularly noticeaBle. In the Burmese import the most noticeable feature
is the small amount of mixed goods as compared with piece-goods of pure
silk, as is clear from the following table:— -

g

Imporis of silk manufactures into Burma by Sea.

- , T
: |
! I Goods of -
—_ | 8ilk Piece- } silk mixed | Yarns, nnils | Thread for Other TOTAL.
| goods. | withother | and warps.’ sewing. sorts.
‘ i materials. .
i
“‘ Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. ! Rs. Rs.
1909-10 . . .| 48,08,711 2,32.161 2,545 4,263 42,066 50,87,746
|
191011 . . . 4397,123)  3,53,065 229 U501 10772 | 47,66,260
91112 . . . 52,41.039 2,606,046 8,852 2,974 | 16,984 |  55,38,805
1912-13 . . . €4,10,688 5,16,038 20,157 4,129 ; 77,816 70,28,828
. N r . -~
191314 . . . 54,585,707 6,067,536 31,167 2.539 55,273 62,12,222
. “ ‘ bl 'y
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In Bengal, on the ofher hdnd, mixed

demand than articles of pure silk :— goods are a great deal more in

) Imports of silk manufactures into Bengal by Sea.
. ‘l P Goods of : E
— i Yilk Piece- | snl_l; mixed |} Yarns, noils { Thread for | ~ Other
- |  goods. with other | and warps. sewing. sorts Torar.
materials, -
| B
} : Ra. Rs. Rs. Ras. P Red Rs.
9049- : - -
1909-10 ! 4,21‘,845 S 1,711,240 40,830 3,300 29,070 12.66,315
1910-11 . . ; 7 7
0-1 . 1‘ 4,71,357 13,42,946 77,426 2,759 ¢ 31,110 19,25,595
oz, L L 607 <
E 3,48,098 6,97,135 72,059 3,560 35.536 : 11,536,088
19012-13 i 2,80,949 6,91.816 96,169 7,268 42,087 11,19,i89
1913-14 . . o 2,63,152 8,73,505 1,52,479 2,966 76,940 13,609,042
i |
|

The silk piece-goods imported into Burma are almost wholly Japanese.
These amounted in 1909-10 to nearly Rs. 46} lakhs out of Rs. 45 lakhs, and -
in 1913-14 to nearly Rs. 51} lakhs out of Rs. 54} lakhs. Of the remainder,
imports from Hongkong have risen from less than Rs. § lakh in 1909-10 and
1910-11 to over Rs. 11 lakhs in 1913-14, and imports from the rest of China
average about Rs. 3 lakh. Goods from the United Kingdom have increased
from about Rs. 1 lakh to nearly Rs. } lakh in these five years, and imports
from the Straits Settlements average about Rs. § lakh. Mixed goods come
to Burma mostly from the United Kingdom, having risen from Rs. 1 lakh in
1909-10 to Rs. 48 lakhs in 1913-14. German goods of this nature average
Rs. 1 lakh or over, and about the same quantity is often received from
Belgium. Considerable supplies of this kind of article were also received 1n
1913-14 from Hongkeng and the Straits Settlements. Yarns, noils and
warps are now received by Burma almost entirely from Germany and Belgium,
the latter being perhaps of Swiss manufacture. Calcutta, on the other hand,

‘receives almost the whole of its import of these articles from Japan, a smaller
quantity coming also from Ttaly. This has only been the case during the
last two or three years : before that, Ttaly supplied the major portion of the
import and Japan’s consignments were very small. The supply of mixed
goods and piece-goods into Bengal shows greater variations and may be given

- in tabular form :— . A
Import into Bengal.

Goods of silk mixad with oth~r materials,

| | !
!
Country whence imported. 1910-11. 1911-12. ¢ 1912-13. 1913-14. 1914-13.
' — —_— - ‘ ——
i Rs Re. . Ras Re. Re.
- ;
- 7 : 7,151 3,80,282 41,423
United Kingdom .+ . . 1,02,224 72,096 ; 8 .
G ) 2,174,590 06,020 & 1,01,710 1,10,226 11,490
Jermany ’
Belgium . 47,561 1,316 | 7,338 53,042
elgiu
7,03,869 T 4,72,589 ] 4,32,669 2,00,051 1,19,502
France . ‘ i ‘
1,70,196 46,101 . 48,167 1,21,570 2,07,228
Ttaly ' . : ’
; ; 44,507 8,024 | 1678t 19,334 7.833
Other countrios . . :
ToTAL .| 13,42,046 6,97,135 6,901,818 8,73,505 | 3,87,478

—— T ; g T e ‘ v
. VoL. IL A
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[mport into Bengal—contd.

Silk picec-goods.

! ]
i - s
Country whence imported, . 1910-11. | 1911-12. 1912-13. 1913-14. 1914-15.

|
Rs. Rs. Rs. | Rs. Rs.

United Kingdom . . . . 97,402 1,27,760 1,23,653 1,10,783 1,12,039
France 1,25,325 26,422 . 34,875 8,024 13,184
Hongkong . . . . . 24,960 30,112 13,118 24,162 7 29,790
China: {excluding Hongkong) . . 15,001 44,642 16,296 20,860 23,651
Japan . . . . . .l 177104 | 1,00,694 74,055 74,954 38,456
Other countries . . . . 31,565 18,464 18,052 24,969 7,223
ToTarn = . 4,71,357 3,48,004 | 2,80,949 2,63,152 2,24,343

oy 0

The United Kingdom, therefore, seems to be holding its own in-this
market, both as regards mixed goods and silk piece-goods. France shows a
very heavy decline, and the German mixed goods are not markedly on the
increase. The most unusual feature is, however, the continuous decline in
the import of Japanese silk goods, while the imports from that country have
increased in almost every other port in India. From the comparative insigni-
ficance of these imports as a whole, it may be presumed that country-made
silk goods are still mostly worn in Bengal. There has been no very great
increase in the total quantity of silk goods imported into the province, as the
following figures will prove :— )

Average import of sill. manujactures into Ben gal.

Rs.
From 18993-1900 to 1903-04 . . . ) . . 10,80,000
From 1904-05 to 1908-09 . . . . ) . 12,80,000
From 1909-10 {0 1913-14 . . . . . . 13,60,000

Previous to 1900 imports were, indeed, actually greater :—thus in
1893-94 they amountéd to Rs. 13 lakhs: and the average for the five years
ending 1888-89 amounted to over Rs. 125 lakhs in piece-goods alone, other
goods 1n addition, to the value of several lakhs of rupees, being receiveé every
year. The demand for foreign silk goods in Bengal does not, therefore, seem
to be very great, nor does it appear that any increase is to be expeote(i. In
Burma, on the other hand, while the present import does not appear to be as
great as it was thirty years ago, nevertheless an upward tendency has been
clearly visible during the last few years. From 1885.86 to 1888-89 the aver-
age import of pure silk goods amounted to about Rs. 621 lakhs. In 1893-94
it. had fallen to a little under Rs. 5632 lakhs. The aver;qes for more recent

Yyears are !'—
. Rs.
Average from 1899-1900 4o 1903-04 nearly  38% lakhs.
Average from 1904-05  to 1008.09 over 47

Average from 190910 ¢4 1913-14 nearly  G56# ”
< £ 1

A dg hl_a;;stga%n statgd elsewhere that imports of Indian manufactures from
_ a_ S nto nﬂurm};L ¥ coasting vessels ]}ave.very seriously declined of recent

.IV) eals’oigcluallx:agf e]3 agsumpd that these mcreasing supplies from Japan have
een gracually replacing the Mac]}ﬁs goods in that market,. Imports inte
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~ To sum up, the outstanding points of the present import trade of India
in silk manufactures are (1) the phenomenal increase in imports from Japan
of silk piece-goods : (2) the increase of such goods from Shanghai, which how-
ever is only.a recovery of the position held by imports from Hongkong in
former years: (8) the heavy fall in imports from the United Kingdom, which
however must.be qualified by the remark that a rising tendency has been
-apparent during.the last few years: (4) a great increase in the mixed goods
supplied by Germany, and in articles.of all kinds from Italy : (5) the growing
demand for mixed goods and for yarns, noils and warps; and lastly (6) the
small quantity of articles of any of these kinds imported into Madras and

Bengal, and the notewerthy fact that im
manifest any serious increase.

~

Mercerised Cotton Y drn.

g year, to less

and only ahout Rs. 5,000
port of such goods.from the United Kingdom

ports into the latter province do not

6. Before leaving the subject of imports into India by sea, an attempt
must be made to estimate the extent to which substitutes for silk have a hold

upon the market.
Tndia amounted in 1914-15 to over 1% million lbs.

The total import of mercerised cotton yarn into British
The principal sources of

supply were, as will be seen from the accompanying table, Japan and the
United Kingdom. ”

Imports of mercerised cotlon yarn inlo British India, 1974-15.

From Tnto Bombay Ports, | Into Madras Ports. Into Karachi. Into Calentta. FOTAL
1ha. Rs. iha. Rs.” Tha, Its, ILs, Ra. 15 s,
Urited Kingdom 731,688 | 12,563,078 89,074 | 1,531,340 104,085 | 1,82.023 1,150 2,550 [ DU5,84T | 1a.stiuw
Torelgn ’ : 3 r Son E
- T
- [ 0y g . .
Fapan 704,836 | 10,85,008 ¢ .. TO436 | 10ED0aN
fiermany . 200 ags 1 11,100 12,125 | 300 300 4{ 11,200 JERES
: o P PENATE L1t
gwitzerland 3,000 3,732 I : 40,034 52,400 L 58,0534 .1
i H 8,000 /470 EREY RS
Italy “ | : i
e s
| N [ B i PIRE: 'S [ a5 2950 TTARIT L UTLS 5 4
TOTAL 1,530,324 1 23,42,711 ) 81,134 | 1,063,474 i 160,969 i 2,42,899 ; 1,450 ‘ 2350 | 1,7TR00 I %, 4¢
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ised cotton should not also be subject to a similar duty, since 1t 18 undeniably
‘a‘si‘{it}; i:sulilsl,imne for silk, At p']resent it gains an advantage wluch recom-
mends it in the market even more highly than would otherwise be the case,‘
and ihe popularity of cloth manufactured fron; this materl?al, both among
Europeans and Indians, is likely to lead to the institution of new concerns,
like the  Vijay Weaving Works * of Ahmedabad, solely devoted to the
manufacture of this kind of cloth. So far as 1 am aware, no cotton yarn is
mercerised in this country, but the process is a very simple one and apparently
the necessary machinery could easily be obtained. If there is no obstacle in
the way there can be little doubt that a factory of this nature would find a -
ready market for the mercerised yarn produced by it. As has been seen, the
value of this kind of yarn imported into India amounted in 1914-15 to over
Rs. 27% lakhs, which 1s good evidence of the extent to which it is used in this
country, and there is very small fear of the consumption of this article decrcas-
ing. Details of the use of this material in India have been given elsewhere,
but it may be remarked here that to judge from the small quantity received by
Calcutta the use of it is not extensive in Bengal. It will remain to be seen
whether the imports into Calcutta increase in the future.

Artificial Silk Yarn. o

7. It has been stated elsewhere that no separate figures are published in-
the Sea-borne Trade Returns of the imports of artificial silk yarn into India,
and there seems to be some doubt as to the right head under which they should
be classed. In Bombay such imports are said to be recorded under © Haber-
dashery,” and in Madras under “ Articles not otherwise specified,” though
i any case they pay a duty of 71 per cent. From unpublished records kept -
by the various Customs Offices, however, it appears that the amount imported
is small. During the eleven months from April 1914 to February 1915 the
total value of such imports into Bombay amounted only to Rs. 1,52,260.
Similarly the imports into Karachi for one year amounted in value to
Rs. 64,000. No artificial silk is used in the Madras Presidency and imports
of this material into the Madras Ports are nil—or at any rate entirely negli-
gible. A small quantity reaches Calcutta, as the following table will show : —

Imports of artificial silk warn into Caloutta.

Year, From United Kingdom. From Ttaly. " Torar,
. ,

~ lbs. . Ras. Ihs Rs, 1bs. Ra.
1912-13 ., . . 13 681 .. .e 73 681 |
1013-14 ., . . 488 945 660 868 1,148 1,813
1914-15 , . . . . . -
1815-16 . . ~861 673 851 573

k )

- According to the values here assioned the price of thi i '
from over Rs. 9 per lb. in 1912-13 togless thau%3 11 ann;lsnls)ea;rﬁ)dﬁmlss)lfg}ll?
This can hardly be correct, especially as elsewhere in India the rice is
pmversally sald to have risen since the outbreak of war. The uEz)mtities
imported are, however, very small and the exact value js unimportal(llt From
these figures it appears that the tota] imports of this material into India
cannot amount to more than from Rs. 2 lakhs to Rs, 2} lakhs a year, and this
is probably a fairly generous estimate. Of this amount 75 per cent. is said
to go to the Punjab, where it ig used in some quantity at Amritsar and
Ludhiana. _The source of supply is said to be France and Switzerland, but
most of the import into Calcutta seems to be from the United Kingdom "and
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1It;1 1sA g(;slst;kilf Eﬁz‘tl)t,;lii(js;iistl;e Zoirc% also of the Bombiy and Karach supplies
n : ¢ pri ald to have risen from Rs. 4 to Rs. 7 ).; i
]ggnﬂ:&?;)s’ 1tifélfs Lhe_ (fl%ures are put at Rs. 2-2 and Rs. 6. It i.s ngt?ruiz'd’ Jl;l
; yearéused tOS?)l that a very small quantity—estimated at Rs. 1,000 value
B e e | ¢ received there fr_om Switzerland, but it was found very
veas therefb(; :S;r;vélt?g i»ilvettec% and 1}111 consequence none at all is now used
_ ally only 1n the Punjab that it is emploved i :
quantity, and the natural defects of the arti 1 tatal hmpor,
. ; article and the small total
into India lead to the conclusion th its becoming @
i 1 at there need be no fear of its becoming a
sﬁé :,(8;15 conépsﬁlt%r of natural silk. These defects are its loss of strength wl%en
wetted, a% : e fact that it is said to be almost impossible to dye it a uniform
em?)l}l.'d Under such circumstances, though a small quantity may be used for
ndl;l ef_ies, or for the weaving of particular classes of articles—ribands
lajose O}eleloiel,—there 13 not lékely to be any great demand for it for the pur-
_ I regular weaving, and as a substitute o silk it 1 of ¢
st g of real silk it is not of any great

Re-eaxports.

| 8. A certain portion of the silk imported into India, both raw and manu-
factured, is regularly re-exported to other countries. The following table
shows the average‘quantity of raw silk disposed of in this way : —.

Lbs.
For five years ending 1874-75 . . . . . 125,746
For five years ending 1879-80 . . L . 175,868
For five years ending 1884-85 . . . . ; 160,196
For five years ending 1889-90 .. .. . 109,272
For five years ending 1894-95 .. ... 116,893
For five years ending 1899-1900 - . . . . ) 75,922
For five years ending 1904-05 . . . . . 73,072
For five years ending 1909-10 . . . . . 80,943
Yor five years ending 1914-15 . .. . . 35,825

In 1914-15 the total amount was only 14,305 lbs., as against 21,371 lbs.
in 1913-14, but this decrease cannot be avtributed wholly, or even mainly, Lo
_ the influence of the war, since the quantity re-exported m 1911-12 was only
17,014 1bs., though it rose again 1n 1912-13 to 56,_155_11.)5.. It appears there-
fore that India 1s rapidly losing her place as a distributing centre for raw
silk. The trade was never, however, of great value. From 1889 to 1893 the
total re-exports amounted to from Ks. 33 lakhs to Rs. 4 lakhs: they are now
valued at Rs. & to Rs. 1 lakh. Re-exports of silk manufactures are of con-
siderably greater value, and in these an 1nCrease 1S apparent. Table XV
of Appenaix B gives the figures for the last quarter of a century. It will be
seen that the total amount, after remaining steady until 1896-97 , then experi-
" enced a sudden drop, again remain_ing fairly steady until the last two years,
when the figure has again risen to its old level. On the whole, therefore, the
increase in re-exports of manufactures has more than counter-balanced the
decline in raw silk, and the extent of that increase can be ]udgeglﬂ_trom the
fact that the average yearly value in the five years 1885-86 to 1§b9t90 wiks
only Rs. 4,85,000, whereas. during the years 1909-10 to 1913-14 1t was over
Rs. 7 lakhs, Practically the whole of this trade is borne by .Bomb_ay' Port, enly
a small and variable portion of the trade in re-exports of raw silk .Lalhng to
the share of Karachi and Rangoon, and in silk manufactures ,LO C-alcu?ta and
Madras, in addition to the ports ;Lb_o_\r.e-nlent1011e(l. Raw silk so l'e-erthrfted
oelleraliy goes chiefly to the United Kingdom, but to judge 11'0'111 the axflg_ned
values, this must be almost entl rely sill waste. What I'efyl})v‘zxppeaIb from
the values to be reeled silk, goes principally to MUSl\B‘.t Territor y1 anc.ilio Aden
and its dependencies. Re-exports of manufactures are mainly si p'l-eC?—
ooods, the quantity of mixed goods disposed of in this way being comparatively
Bo0CS, LhE 4 ' entirely exported from Bombay, and

:na.ooods are almost : :
S;Eag}]'ieﬂrls‘,hfgeﬁifa%O'_(E‘eir?tbry, which in 1912-13 and 1913-14 received-over
L=} « -



88
oue-tith of the total re-exports of this nature. ()on_sj,lf{erabl_e quﬂ]nt.{blgs:'&l'f:‘,
A veceived by Natal, Zanzibar, British ]L.RSt‘ ,Aimca’ -cmsl (;t. 181 'Pia(es |
wothin the British Empire. The accompanying tz}.bl(? shows 231‘9 tocfa,ﬁre-E
exiorts of silk manufactures in 1913-14, _a.nd the principal coun ‘ues._o na
destination, and for the sake of comparison the same details are givenfor
12413-84, 10 show the direction of the trade twenty years ago. ‘

Re-exports of sill manufuctures (including yarn),

Exports to - 1913-14. - 189304
—_— _~—|/ T
Rs. Rs.
United Kingdom . . . . - . : ’ 25,545 D
Gibrlar . . . ... 55,185 65,349
Bahrein Tzlands . . . . . - . 61,935
Cevlon . PN . .. . . . . 87,240 86,015
Straits Settlements . . . . . . . . . 24.960“ 15,049
Natl . . ... 98,100 T 6,729
Yanzibar and Pamba e 1,02,255 | 63,861
" Rast African Protectorate . - . . . . 60,210 -
Aden and Dependencios I Ch 12,405 ‘ 19,954
Malta . . . . . . . . . . 5,010 36,297
Mozambique . . . . . . . T . 18,833
Egypte . . . . ... ‘ 9,585 97,830
Mauriting Ce e R 15,666
France . 15.300 15,365
Taly . . . . e 31,650 1,759
Muskat Territory . . . . . . ’ . 1,85,355
Ambia ST 4,440 63,127
Persia 75,750 ) 1,36,770-
Turkey in Asia B 24,915 25,102 -
Japan . . . ’ . . . 30,480
Portuguese East Africa e N 25,580
German Bast Africa . . .. . . 21,315 .
Tunis and Tripoli Ce 10,305 |
China . <. - . . . . . - 14,100 12,474
QOther places ., 23,780 11,158 -
_—
GRAND ToTaL . . 10,05,360 7,06,7774

T'ransfrontier Trade,

9. Trade between British Tndia an
carried on over the frontiers of Burma
North-West'Frontier Province, Detail
have been given elsewhere, Of ¢

d foreign countries by land routes is
Assam, Bengal, the Punjab, and the
ot s of Lf;he_[tw? last-mentioned provinces
‘ J1ver e burma trade th ices ‘
is the grOWIng Mportana s imp © the most noticeable feature

1 "1 an Vth 3 1 e - Sl
. COUI’]U 183 wi “vh lCh thS tl]‘ (&3 1 g &i‘ 1 i ' ):(. -
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and the Shan States. The fol]

» owing lables giv e Torp e e 11
190910 and 1913, 14 - 7 g give (le.teuls for the years 1904-95,
Frontier Trade of Burma.
1904-03. ‘ 1909-10, - ) 1913-14,
Tmyports from . A
Raw. -L\Ta.nufac- R. Manufac- i Manufac-
| tured. W, tured. Raxw. tured,
—_— . 1
' Mds. * Rs. Mds. h
W.China . . . 1,115 .. 90 Rs'm M e e
8. Shan States . . 4 92,446 75 40,660 178 47,028
S. Siam . . . 11 1,27,090 G 2,18,705 ] 6 25,033
N. Siam . . F 2 1,99,705 T : 52,500 . :‘ 1,631,597
. | i ’ :
TOTAL QUARTITY 1§ MDS. 1,132 185 871 103 2,775 1 269
ToraL vALUE IN Rs. b 4,56,600 4,19,241 3,87,751 3,12,600

] 12,64,030 |  8,33,656

i
|
| 1804-05. . 1909-10.

1913-14.
LExports.to TR T T T R R
Coran | M D e | Mimebe ] e UG
» | ) _ o
Mds. Rs. Mds. Rs. | Mds. j L
W. China .. 4,475 .. .. .. .
'N. Shan States . . 1 81,651 | - 23 1,12,112 . 35,415
S. Shan States . - 65 | 4,38274 | 96 | 2,98,978 47| 5TTAL9
N.Sam . . . 27 |- 165674 | 30 | 2.55,853 69 | 108317
S Sam™ . . - . 43,084 1 .. 1,20,786 . 60,900
Karruni . . - . 22,764 . 19,139 .. 16,721
‘ S N R N— o
TOTAL QUANTITY IN MDs. 93 575 158 601 116 491
TOTAL VALUE IN RS. 46,287 |- 7,75,922 © - 81,617 8,06,870 ' 59,736 8.28 772
- | ;

On the Burmese frontier, therefore, imports of silk exceed exports at the
present time, but no information is a,vaila.})le as to the_n_atm'e of the raw silk
“imported. On the Bengal a_nd Assam frontiers the import trade is very
small, and consists almost en_tn'ely of manufactured silk. Occglsnonally, how.
ever, small imports of raw silk have been recorded from Nepal, but as to the

nature of this silk also no :n formation is available. The trade by these routes

is as follows :—
¢ Frontier Trade of Assam.

Tmports from Manufactured., Manufactured. | Manufactured. Manufactured. ”
—————— SUNENUEERESSS S S SO
1 190405, 1909-10. 1013-14. 1014-15.
Ras. Rs. Rs. Ra.
Manipur . . . 687 ceee -
Bhut R 3.680 2,150
utan ] - -
[ I —— .
Torar - €87 vees 3.689 1150
) i ; .
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Frontier Trade of Assamn—contd.

1904-05. 1908-10. 1913-14. 1914-15.
Exports to } (—_ﬂ— - -’
Raw ) B el B fooed. | R [ agtuned,
| | ; e N B
Mds, ? Rs. Mds. ! Rs. " Mds. Rs. Mds. Rs.
Bhutan ., 103 I 15,674 68 | 11,762 1,257 3,76,768 1,304 4,40,004
Towang | 8,468 1,116 2 2,343 2 1,515
Aka and Dafla Hills 10,425 . 548
Abur, Mishmi, cte., 330 1,500
Hills. -
Manipur 330 .
Hill Tipperah 500 e
.Toran quawtrey I 103 68 ‘ 1,259 . 1,308
Mbps. . L —
Torah vALUE IK Rs. 15,403 | 35,727 9,266 | 14,378 | 2,99,679 | 3,979,111 | 3,12,575 | 4,42,087

The enormous increase in exports, both of raw and manufactured silk,

to Bhutan during the last two years is remarkable.

The increase in 1913-14

is ascribed by the Director of Land Records and Registration partly to the
fact that large purchases were made for the Maharaja of Bhutan. The still
higher figure for 1914-15 appears to show that the cause is not merely a tem-
porary one; it is ascribed to the fact that the Bhutias were encouraged to
visit the plains in larger numbers on account of the high prices prevailing for
ponies and the larger demand for cattle. '

Details of the Bengal frontier trade follow :—

£

Frontier Trade of Bengal.

|
. 1904-(:)5‘ | 1909-10. % 1913-14. 1914-15.
Imports irom . : 1
- Manufactured. i Manufactured. [ Manufactured. Manufactured,
7 5 P - o
Ra. v Ra. 1 Rs. Rs.
Nepal . . . .- s . ..
Tibet .. 2,500 4,080 | 1,800 -
o
Bhutan . 1,607 80
Toran 4,107 4,080 1,860
1904-05. 1909-10. 1913-14. 1914-15. .
Exports to '
- Manufactured. Manufactured, Manufactured.- Manufactured.
Res. Rs. Rs.

Sikkim . . 11,619 11,410 150 e
Nepal . 19,255 2,373 | 360
Tibet 32,061 26,820 96,207 36,247
Bhutan . . . 15,857 2,651 1,760

— -
ToTar 78,792 40,603 | © 99,408 38,367
|
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10. It is now possible to estimate the total am
and exported from India by all routes. The ¢

They give all exports and 1mports
1904-05 and 1913-14, and show that the balance in

themselves.
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risen very greatly between those dates.

Balance-sheet of Indian Trade in raw silk, 1904-05.

ount of silk imported inio
ables which follow explain
of raw silk for the years
favour of imports has

Im pc;rts.

@

Exports.
1bs, Rs. - Ibs. Rs.
Sea-borne. Seq-borne. ;

Into Bombay 1,580,881 58,56,879 | Foreign Re-cxports—

Lom Burma 263,839 13,88,375 From Bombay 52,757 l 1,39,813
s Sind . 7,388 64,599 »  Sind . 1,765 8,016
», Madras' . 4,823 27,955 |
v ToTAL 54,522 | 1,48.729
»» Bengal . 1,778 3,313

ToraL 1,858,709 73,41,121 | Indian Raw— i
Trmlsfmntier. From Bengal 408,376 31,714,131
’ [

Into Burma . 93,390 4,56,600 ,» Bombay 97,942 | 10,75,050

., Assam Indian Chassam— :
, Bengal From Bengal 27319 396,061
}
,, North-West Frontier - 24 997 60,600 » Bombay 43,536 68,512 .
 Punjab . 153,262 | 14,69,275 » Madras 272,188 | 1,68,077
ToTaL 271,649 | 19,86,475 , Burma 8,312 8,307
GRAND TOTAL 2,130,358 93,27,596 | Indian Cocoons—
i Trom Bengal 62,800 62,050
X DOLLS 1,418,478 51,909,594
Detuct Exports . Madras 93,190 17,787
Bolance . 711,880 |  41,28,002
Toran | 1,343,663 49.60.975
T'ransfroniicr. ‘ 1
i :
. | )
From Burma . 7,672 “ 48,257
. Assam ' BT 13,403
~ »  Bengal
., North.West 3,002 | TR
Fronticr. |
,» Punjab 1,072 ! 4,40
ToraL 20293 , 80,300
l
iL
(IRANT) TOTAL 1,418,478 | 531,90,594

~.B.—Maunds have been reduced to [bs. at the ralg of 1 maund=82} lbs., both here and elsewhere,

unless otherwise stated,
voL. II,

N
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Balonce-sheet of Indian Trade n raw silk, 1913-14.

Imports. Exports,
Ibs. RS- le. .R:S-
Nea-borhe. Sea-borne.
Law Silk— Foreign Re-exports—
Raw stk , ¥rom Bombay 20,261 90,541
' ; ay . . 2,018,901 96,607,845
Into Bombay 2,018,9 ., Sind 1,110 3,580
. . 453,171 24 40,483
» Burma . 51T : TorAL 21,371 |  1,03,121
» Sind . 6 9
Indian Raw—
» Madras . . 01,642 4,81,306 From Bengal . 52,061 |  4,65,065
Waste— , Sind . . 107,261 10,63,485
Into Bomba, . . 73,558 1,10,473 | Indian Chassam—
Y From Bombay 71,380 76,300
» Bengal . . 660 870
» Bengal 444 680 3,63,813
» Madras = . . 4,854 4,295
5 Sind 112,408 1.38,325
Torav . 2,642,792 | 1,27,05,281 : . .
. Madras * 256,066-|  1,75,776
Transfroniier.
» DBurma 24,543 . 22,059
into Burma 228,937 12,64,030
‘ Indian Cocoons—
,s Assam .. From Bombay 2,932 3,364
» Bengal » Bengal 74,271 88,230
- L}
» North-West Frontier »  Sind 40,764 62,005
» Punjab . 91,410 4,01,%21 » Madras 15,832 15,680
ToraL 320,347 17,55,251 ToraL 1,203,098 24,74,142
GRAND TOTAL 2,963,139 | 1,44,61,032 Transfrontier
From Burma 9,570 59,736
Deduct Bxports 1,344,960 29,57,968 ,»  Assam 103,909 2,99,679
Balance . 1,618,179 1,15,03,06 ¢ »» Bengal
»  North-West 7,012 21,250
Frontier.
» Punjab 40
. ToTar 120,491 3,80,705
GRAND TOTAL . | 1,344,960 | 29,57,968

It will be seen that ex
20,000 lbs. in 1904-05, had
the great increase in the

already.

ago.

date, we find that

Tmports by sea were in
exports by sea amounted during the fo

risen to 120,000 1bs. in
Assam trade to which
It is also noticeable that the tota] ex
70,000 Ibs. in these nine years, but that their v
Rs. 52 lakhs to Rs. 294 lakhs.

exports of raw silk and the subs
‘worthy also that imports by tra
risen from Rs. 4} to Rs. 121 1ak}
tier have, it is true, fallen by nearly Rs. 10 lakh
this 1s largely due to the accident in the Kash
that the net import of raw silk into India is
quantity and nearly thr
This is considera
duction in India, but if

ee times as great in
ble enough to rouse a

ports by transfrontier routes, which amounted to
1913-14, in consequence of
reference has been made
ports have only fallen by about:
ha alue has decreased from almost
This is almost entirely due to the decline in
titution of chassam and cocoons, Tt is note-
nsfrontier routes are on the incr

' ease, having
15 1n Burma.

Imports over the Punjab fron-
s, but it cannot be doubted that
mir Filature.

The full result is

now more than twice as great in
value, as it was only nine years
nxiety as to the tendency of pro-
we compare the conditions prevailing at a still earlier

the present increase is thrown into an even stronger light.

1889-90, it is-tru

e, even greater than in 1904-05; but
rmer year to over 2 million lbs., as
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against less than 11 million in 1904- ) o 0
will be as follows -—— : 05. A bglance sheet for the year 1839-90

Balance-sheet of Indian trade in raw silk, 1889-90 *

— Imports. ! Exports.

|

Seaborne— Ibs Ibs

Foreignrawsilk . . . . . . . . 2,360,467 | 116,261

. r
Indian raw silk e .. f 2,089,762
Transfrontier . - . - . . . 45,024 j 3,584
ToTaL . » 2405491 l 2,209,607

Deduct Exports .~ 2,209,607 l!

Balance . 195,884 |

During the JAst quarter of a century, therefore, imports of raw silk from
all 'sources have risen from less than 2% million lbs. to nearly-3 millions,
exports have fallen from 2,200,000 to 1,340,000 lbs., and the net import into
India has increased from less than 200,000 lbs. to over 1} millions.

Balance-sheets for the trade in silk manufactures follow :—

. Balance-sheet of Indian Trade in manufactured silk 1904-05.

Imports. Exports.

Sea-borne, Rs. Sea-borne. Rs.
. : Foreign Re-exports—
Into Bombay . . . . .| 1,49,15,721 From Bombay . . . . 5,84,882

,, Burma . . . . . 42,87,810 . Buru\m . . . . 9,305

,» Bengal . e . . . 14,35,025 » . Bengal . . . . 4,873

,» Sind . . . . . 3,34,593 »  Sind . . . . . 2,262

Madras . . . . . 2,08,353 »» Madras . . . . 820

Torat . | 2,11,81,502 Torat ..  6,01,942

Indian— _

Pransfronlier. From Bombay .o . . . 1,34,749

i . e

Into Burma . . . 4,19,241 . Bgnga.l . 5,76,390
~ b |

Assam . . . . . 687 s Burma . . ‘ 4,471
g |

» Bengalk . . . 4,107 . Sind . « . ' .

;, North-West Trontier . . . .. »+ Madras . . . H.w:jm

Punjab Torar . TS0
ToTaL . 4,24,035 Transfrontier. ‘

. From Burma . . N . T,aa922

\ GRAND TOTAL . | 2,16,05,537 ! "

R »  Assam . . . . 33,027

B ; )

Deduct Exports . 22,24,895 | ,, Bengal . . . ‘i 78,792

Balanco .| 1,93,80,642 ,» North-West Frontier . . e
»  Punjab . . . . . 1,910

[ Torar . 8,92,351

GRAND TOTAL .| 22,2480
!

“ Diotionary of the Economie Products-nf India* (G. Watt), para. 2168, from which the Ligures

Y
e trade have been_taken,

for transfrontier o
. N .o
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Balance-sheel of Indian Trade in manufactured silk 1913-1 d.

Importa, Exports,
Rs. Ras.
2 ahoena Sea-borne.
Into Bombay . . . . . . | 2,26,05,030 | Foreign Re-exports—
. «Bum;_ . . . . .l 621222| From Bombay . . . . .| 93499
» Bemgal . . . .. ] 13,695,042 » Barma ..o 12,531
L 1 I 19,043
» Madras. . . . . 1,66,316 w Sind . .- . . 87,482
ToraL . 3,1_0,13,291 »»  Madras . . . . R 1,387
Transfrontier. ' Torar .| 1005372
Into Burma . . . . . 8,33,656 | Indian—
»», Assam . . . . . . 3,680 | From Bombay . . (.. . . 2,31,275
» Bengal .» | . . . . 1,860 »» Burma . . . . . 956
53 North-West I'rontier . . ; ‘e »» Bengal . . . . ‘ 1,90,310
» Punjab. . .. . . | 2,448 . 300
Torat. .| 841,653 n Madras . . . . 1,45,261
GRAND TOTAL .| 3,18,54,944 ToraL 5,68,102
Transfroniter.

Deduct Exports . 32,49,981
————————]| From Burma . . . . . 8,28,712

Balance .| 2,86,04,963
s Assam <o . . . 3,79,111
»»  Bengal | . . . . 99,398
) i »  North-West Frontier . . .| 4000
» Pupjeb . . 3,65,226
TotaL . 16,76,507
GRAND TOTAL .| 32,489,981

In some respects the changes in this trade resemble those which have taken
place in the case of raw silk : there are, however, certain noteworthy differ-
ences. In the first place, exports over the frontiers have so increased that
they were in 1913-14 nearly double the value of those recorded in 1904-05. Tt
is also noticeable that such exports are the most important item on that side
of  the balancg-sheet, and consequently, in spite of a decrease in seaborne
exports of Indian manufactures, exports as a whole have increased by over
Rs. 10 lakhs. On the other hand, imports over the frontier have also increased
from Rs. 4} to nearly Rs. 8% lakhs, and imports’ by sea from under Rs. 2,12 to
over Rs. 3,10 lakhs, The net 1mport has therefore risen by nearly Rs. 1,00 .
lakhs, and adding the values of raw and manufactured silk, the net import,
which in 1604-05 amounted to R, 2,35 lakhs, now amounts to over Rs, 4,00

!akhsi the gross import of silk of all kinds being in 1913-14 over Rs. 4,63 lakhs
in value. =~ - " - :

The Silk Industry,

11. Tt would be unsafe to draw conclusions as to the present state of
prO_dU_CtIOH 1n this country from the great increase in the imports of raw silk.
This increase may he for the purpose of replacing indigenous by foreign silk
upon the lootns, or it may imply ap increase in the amount of weaving which
takes place in the country. On the other hand, the fall in production may
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illewe been fgl eate‘r than the rise in imports, and less weaving may now be doni¢
nan was formerly the case. Estimates of production cannot, at the best, be
very satisfactory and actual figures as to the output of Bengal and Mysore
silk are impossible to obtain. For making such estimates practically the only
materials available are the figures for the area under mulberry cultivation
and the census figures. The latter are, of course, no direct guide as to the
production of silk, but they supply information, more or less reliable, con-
cerning the present and past state of the weaving industry. From a recent
mulberry census taken in Bengal, the area under mulberry now appears to be

as follows :—
Qu‘zmtiby of mul-
Districts. berry lands given | Quantity of old | Quantity of new
: up within the mulberry lands. | mulberry lands.
last five years.
Acres, - Acres. Acres.
Murshidabad . . . . . . . 2,121 3,028 96
Birbham . . . . . . L. 133 932 26
. ' )
Rajshaht . . .. . E - . 621 365 330
Malda . . . . . . . . 1,751 13,459 311
ToraL . 4,626 17,784 763

From this it appears that in these four districts the present area under
mulberry cultivation is 18,547 acres, whereas about five years ago it was
99,412 acres. In addition to this, mulberry is also grown in certaiy other
districts, though to a smaller extent. Although no recent mulberry census
has been taken in these districts, the area was, according to enquiries made
in 1910-11, somewhat as follows :— : :

_ \ Acres,

Midpapur .\ . . . . . . . " . M0

Hoogly (Arambagh) . . . . . e . . 60

) Burdwan (Kalpa) . . . - . .« < . . 8
Nadia . . . . . . . . . . .50

Bogra . . . . . . . . . . 5H

or in all about 650 acres. If we allow for some decrease during the last five
years in these districts also, the total area under such gultivation in Bengal
was in 1910-11 about 23,000 acres, and is now about 19,000 acres. F igures
for Mysore have been given elsewhere (vide page 44). Lf that estimate 1s at
* 4T correct, the area under mulberry cultivation in that State was in 1909-10
about 69,500, and in 1912-13 over 67,000 acves. One estimate puts the
present area at only 32,000 acres, but, as has been pointed out elsewhere, the
available evidence does not support the conclusion that there has been so
heavy a fall during the last two or three years. The estimated production ot
raw silk (excluding chassam), based upon the mulberry area, will be as
tollows :—1In 1909-10 the area in Bengal was about 23,000 acres, which should
have produced some 115,000 maunds of cocoons, or 700,000 1bs. ot raw silk.
Mysore, with nearly 70,000 acres, should have produced about 2,000,000 lbs.
There was also some production in the Punjab, but no figures are available for
the year in question, and the amount of raw silk produced can only have been
very small. The total quantity of raw silk must have been, therefore, accord-
ing to such an estimate, about 2,700,000 lb_s. In 1914-15 the area in Bengal
was about 19,000 acres, which ought to give 100,000 maunds of cocoons, or
570,000 lbs. of raw silk. In the Punjab 500 oz. of seed were distributed,
from which the outturn cannot have been more than 5,000 lbs. As regards
Mysore, if we accept the low estimate (viz., 32,000) of acreage, the outturn
would be about 960,000 lbs. If, however, we accept a higher estimate (say
\ 50,000 acres) the outturn would be about 1,500,000 lbs. It will, perhaps, be
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-and-a-half
¢ife to estimate the production of Mysore at fiomtgﬁsl t(gf Of];l;glin&&and—
million pounds. Adding the Bengal output, we gj & 'o hetween the years
a-half to two million pounds of raw sill. The decrea ehave o il o
1909-10 and 1914-15 must therefore, on this 1‘eck01%11zlgw boutt 320,000 1bs. of
about 750,000 1bs. In the former year Bengal exported abo ’ e

recled silk : in 1914-15 neither exports nor imports were normal on account

of the war, and it is safer to take the fignres for the preceding year. In that

Ly ilk from | ' ted to a little over 50,000 lbs.

ar exports of reeled silk from Bengal amoun _ 1
Yeagraspregistered no such exports in either year. nguo}tllng these expol::'?,
the decrease in the amount of raw silk available for home consumption

amounts to about half a million Ibs, o bas hoea balanced by in

It remains to discover how far this decrease has | in-
creased imports from foreign countries. This may be done in the fOﬁlOWItI,lg
way. - From the balance-sheet already given it has been seen that the total
import of raw silk during 1913-14 was 2,963,139 Ibs. Of this 7 9,072 lbs. were
silk waste and must be deducted, leaving a total of 2,884,067 Ibs. of reeled
silk. “Exports of raw silk (excluding chassam and coeoons) amounted to
© 302,084 1bs. The net import of such silk was, thgarefore, 2,581,983 1bs. In
1909-10 imports and exports of raw silk (excluding chassam.and cocoons)

weare as follows :(—

—_— ) Im_POI"JS-_ Exports.

Sea-borne, 1bs, Ibs.
Indian vees 501,135
Foreign 2,330,185 . 72,617

Transfrontier, :
Borma 71,857 13,117
Pupjab . 9,570

INorth-Wesb Erontier. . gég,'
Assam 5,610
Torar, 2,411,612 593,304

This leaves a net import of 1

;818,308 1bs., or 763,675 1bs. less than the

balance for 1913-14. According to the estimate of mulberry acreage the
decrease in production in India amounted to about 750,000 bs. between these
years. If, therefore, the figures are at all correct, the increase in net import
corresponds almost exactly with the decrease in the production of the Indian
raw material, and foreign raw silk has merely replaced Indian silk upon the
looms to the extent to which the latter has decreased during the last five

years, nor does there appear to

have been less raw sill in use, which, had it

been the case, would have argued a decline in the weaving industry.

12. The census figures support the view that th
declining. A compar1son of the figures for 1901 an

& weaving industry is not
d 1911 gives the following

result :— ‘
1901, 1911,
Silk carders, spinners T
and woavers, makers | Silk spinners and
of silk braid and Wenvers,
thread,
Madras o
55,198 74,773
Bombay .
51,060 44,137
Burma, - . .
34,029 18,621




, 1901, 1911

Silk carders, spinners

and Weavers, makers | Silk spinners and

of silk braid and weavers.
thread.
Bengal and Bihnr and Origsa 36,050 { 18783
8,438
Central Provinees . . . . . . . 16,623 19,454
Punjab and Nor¢h-West Frontier Provines . , . . 14,113 13,967
United Provinces . , ., , . 12,657 16,044
Assam . . . . . . . . . . 568 1,717
Mysore . . . . . . .. . 4307 © 2418
Kaghmir R e s 1,280 5,124
Others . . . . . . . . 2,621 R X?Y
» Hr——— e

GRAND TOTAL . 228,443 257,249

N.B.—Laocal States and Agencies are included in the provinedal figures,

The increase in 10 years amounts, therefore, to 28,806 persons. During
the same period cotton-weavers (hand-loom industry), and those engaged in
cotton spinnifig and sizing, increased from 5,460,515 to 5,966,468, or by more
than half a million. How far weavers who use a small amount of silk but
are mostly dealing with cotton material are included under either of these
heads, it is impossible to say; but it is evident that the hand-loom industry is
not on the down grade. The Provinces and States which show a decrease in
the number of persons engaged in silk weaving and spinning are Bombay
(—6,932); Burma (—15,408); Punjab and North-West Frontier (—156); and
Mysore ( —1,829); while all the remainder show an increase, which is greatest
in the case of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa (+21,171); Madras (+19,647); and
Kashmir (+4,444). According to the census figures for 1911, the chief silk
districts now are—Murshidabad (27,338), Tanjore (22,444), Benares (15,044)
and Surat (13,209); followed by Mandalay (9,903) and Chingleput (9,545).
In Tanjore, Benares, Surat and Chingleput, the industry is certainly flour-
ishing, and local opinion supports the conclusion that the number of persons
engaged in the various processes of silk manufacture is on the increase. Qf
the remaining districts (Murshidabad and Mandalay)” I have no definite
information, but the very heavy decrease in Burma as a wholq during the 10
years between 1901 and 1911 makes 1t probable that weaving in Mandalay is
also declining. If the census figures, however, are at all trustworthy, the
industry in India is in a sufficiently fHourishing state, though whe're Bengal
raw silk was once largely used China silk has now frequently taken its place.

13. The nature of the weaving which is carried on in the chief silk
centres of Bombay, Madras and the Punjah, has already been described. A
few details may be added of the silk-weaving industry in Benares, the chief
centre in India. In this city a leading merchant estimated the value of the
raw silk sold yearly to be more than Rs. 4 lakhs, about one quarter of this
being Bengal and the rest Chira silk. ~This, judging from the number of
persons employed, must be an under-estimate. It 1s said that more raw silk
is now used in Benares than was formerly the case, though 111_a.smuch.as the
whole of the silk used to come from Bel_lga], tlhe"use gf th_a.t k1pd of silk has
declined. Half the quantity now used is “Minchow * China silk, but Malda
silk is still exclusively used for the manu_facture of fine saris, valued_ at ﬁ:om
Rs. 50 to Rs. 400 each, except when a white weft thread is required, in which
case China sifk is employed for the reason that it submits to the process of
bleaching better than the Bengal product. “The Mz’nahmv silk 1s re-reeled
and sells for Rs. 21 per seer (of 80 tolas), the “ Stock ” Chop being apparently
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wo favourite.  Kakaria at Rs. 16 and Meang at Rs. 15 are also largely used,
;E;‘; iso Hoing and Chinese Steam Filature Silk, the “ Double Butterlly Chop
af the last mentioned kind costing Rs. 13 per seer. Malda silk sells for
Rs. 1% per seer. Only Malda and Minchow are sald to be used for making a
warp, and Minchow 1s preferred, being stronger and better reeled. Two or
three lakhs worth of mercerised cotton, and one lakh’s worth of spun silk are
also said to be sold in the city. Recently a sample of Kashmir silk was sub-
mirted to a merchant for his opinion, and (if that opinion is trustworthy) it
was found to be better than Minchow, the place of which 1t might take were it
supplied in sufficient quantity. In a separate quarter of the city cheaper
goods are manufactured. Here plain spun-silk cloth is woven, besides u
certain quantity of pure Malda silk and an 1n_fer101: cloth manufactured from
a Malda weft thread on a spun-silk warp. In spite of the fact that one.of
the chief of the merchants in this part of the city is-a member of the Com-
mittee of the Central Weaving Institute, fly-shuttles have not apparently been
adopted, at any rate in any quantity, and the plain spun-silk cloth is woven on
the ordinary type of loom. The adoption of such a- device should greatly
increase the output of this class of silk cloth. It is to” be noted that in
Benares, as elsewhere in India, Minchow appears to be exactly the kind of
silk required for warps, and here, where Malda silk is required chiefly for
this purpose, complaints are heard of the inferierity of Bengal reeling. The
conclusions arrived at will therefore be much the same as in the case of the
Madras Presidency.

Winding and Winding Waste.

14. Most of the raw silk in use in India contains, in its imported state,
not only a quantity of waste but also many variations of quality in the
thread. Re-reeled China silk contains no waste and few variations of
quality, whereas other kinds contain a large percentage of waste and many
gradations of thread. It is consequently necessary, before the silk can be
used for making a warp, to eliminate the waste and separate these qualities.
This is ordinarily effected by giving the silk to professional winders or
sorters, who unwind the raw silk and rewind it according to quality on
separate reels, at the same time extracting the unwindable waste. The cost.
of this process appears to vary in different parts of India. In the Madras
Presidency winders ordinarily receive from eight to 10 annas per Madrasi
seer (.., 24 tolas). In the Bombay Presidency, at Surat, the wages are said
to amount to Rs. 2 per Bombay seer (i.e.; 72 tolas) or slightly more than in
Madras, while in the Punjab, at Multan, the rate is stated to be from Rs. 2
to Rs. 3 per seer. In Ahmedabad it is said that the girls and women engaged
on this work are paid at the rate of from Rs. 3 to Rs. 4 a month. There are,
moreover, two different methods of making payment :—in some places, as at
Salem in Madras, payment is made on the weight of the raw silk, as it is im-
ported and before it is wound, the whole of the silk being returned, in the form
of several reels of different qualities of thread and a ball of unwindable waste,
by the winder to his employer : elsewhere, as at Surat, the winders get paid
only on the total weight of the various qualities of wound silk, the unwind-
able waste being kept by them as their perquisite. The number of qualities
into which the raw silk is divided, and the amount of each kind, also appears
to vary in different provinces and according to the skill of the individual
winder. Thus in Amritsar, where a great deal of very coarse silk is used
(Methra, Susa, Sikka, etc) the silk does not appear to he ordinarily divided
into different qualities at all. only the unwindable waste (suf) being extracted.
The Chinese silks used (Hoing and Meang) contain a considerable amount of
such waste, but Yarkand very little. In Multan, on the other hand, China
silk is divided into four qualities, viz., (1) weaving silk, fetching Rs. 17 per
seer : (2) thread, used locally for coarser weaving : (8) coarse thread. used for
rough sewing : and (4) waste (called suf, radi, or charram). In Peshawar,
China silk is separated into four qualities of windable thread, in addition to
waste. Of these the best is used for regular weaving, the twa next qualities
for making lungis, and the last and coarsest for purposes of embroidery. It
is, however, unusual for more than four different qualities to be obtained
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including waste). 1 ior < .
éersons, gre repogted ;]o &ag&;lae,edwél er:ah S work on, famuies, ot about 2,000
of Kumbakonam, the silk ig ()1:(:2{3;1511"11l Il's "gork' o cebalf of the merchants
finest being termed “ nice” an et Uy divided into four qualities, the two
classed together as khesra or sidhins ta_ Tespectively, and the two coarsest
o 08 § khesra or sidhirai. From Chinese silk the proporti
the different qualiti O : , silkk the proportions of
dualities are said to be (1) five-eighths, (2) two-eighths, and (3)
and (4) together one-eighth. Tn good Mysore or M: Ida. silk only one tola o
waste 1s said to be f j y o 1 sLc only one tola of
. e found. It is, however, admitted that very skilled winders
can obtain a small quantity of even finer thread than the first quality ordi-
ularlly czbtamed. In Sa_lem Kakaria is divided into four gualities, ofywhich
three are used for weaving and the fourth is waste (shedaram), amounting to
two tq four tolas in a local seer (24 tolas). - Kobin is said to contain a greater
_quantity of waste, but re-reeled Shantung sitk none at all. In Kumﬁgkonam
the proportion of waste in a seer is said to be—Shantung 3 to one tola,
Japanese § tola, Tndo-China 14 tolas, Minchow % to one tola. In Conjeeveram,
out of 24 tolas of Minchow silk, 14 tolas of very coarse thread is obtained and
the same amount of waste. Malda silk contains less, the total quantity of
such thread and unwindable waste amounting only to one or two tolas in every
24. This agrees with the Tanjore estimate and also with that of
Kumbakonam, which puts the amount of waste as from 2 of a tola to one tola
‘in such silk.  The quantity of waste in Mysore silk apparently varies greatly
according to the {uality of the silk, but ordinarily there appears to be from
about one tola to-two or even more in 24. Estimates of this nature, however,
vary so greatly from place to place that they are not only unreliable, but also
seem to show that the merchants concerned are not generally very careful to
reckon the amount of coarse thread and waste with any exactitude, in spite.
of the fact that the real price of the raw material varies considerably accord-
ing to the quantity of such thread and waste contained in it.

The coarse thread obtained in this way is variously used. Tn the North--
West, a great deal of embroidery is done from silk of this nature, coarse
‘Canton silk (panjain, etc.) being used for the same purpose. Muitan imports
such thread from Amritsar and also from Ahmedabad, but a certain quantity
is also dyed in Amritsar and used locally. In Multan also tukmas are manu-
factured from such coarse thread. For this purpose two threads, dyed black,
are twisted together, and a number of these are loosely tied and ornamented
with silver thread, glass beads, and little balls, brightly dyed, of silk waste.
These articles are sold in the bazar for from four to six annas and are used
as earrings. In Surat, again, this kind of thread is cleaned by biting off the
waste and knotting the ends with the mouth, and used for the manufacture
of wankra or rough coats. In Coimbatore coarse thread is dyed and used for
making fringes to cloth. It is also used in its natural state for packing and
tying bundles of raw silk or cloth. In Conjeeveram a regular industry
centres round this product. This is the manufacturt of cord-girdles (for
tying men’s under-garments) and of sashes. The former are made simply by
twisting the threads into the form of a cord about one-sixth (_)f an inch thick.
but the manufacture of the latter involves th_e use of a 'spec;ally constructed
miniature loom. A warp is first made of ordinary weaving s_ll‘k_, but of coarse
quality. This warp is, of course, only as broad. as the sash is intended to be.
i.¢., ordinarily about 13 to 2 inches. T he loom is in consequence so narrow as
to resemble a toy. For the weft, the coarsest quality of thread extracted from
Chinese or Bengal silk is used, and a rough pattern is made in the cloth. The
weaving process is regulated by four pedals attachéd to the frame. These
sashes are about three yards in length and are sometimes provided with
pockets. Like the cord-girdles, they are generally woven of silk dyed a red
colour, and at each end the threads of the warp are left loose so as to form
a fringe. These articles are manufactured in large quantities and very com-
monly worn in the Madras Presidency. Unwindable waste is mostly sent to
the Bombay Mills, where it is used for spinning. Tt is also used locally in
Multan, where it is dyed and made into the balls (pAhunrt) on embroidery or
on fukmas. In Surat it is used, with waste ends of thread, for making tassels
(kas) worn on coats. The winders of Surat say that they receive aboutL}O
annas a b, for this waste from the local banias, by whom it is sold to the
Mills, The value of winding waste and of very coarse thread is, of course.

[¢]
VOL. Il
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I the fine qualities of silk, and though (as has Lbeen
o there are manv uses to which these articles can be put, it is obvious that

the actual cost of any kind of silk is very much enhanced if it contains a

Laree percentage of such material, the quantity of silk suwi table for fine

woaving heing corresponding
into consideration in comparing the rel

a1k,

very Iow as mmp:wed wil

ingly smaller. _This point has 511ways to be taken
ative values of different kinds of raw

SUMMARY.
15. We may now sum up the most noteworthy features of the silk trade of
India.

1. There has been a very great decline in exports of Bengal raw silk to
foreign countries. The place of this silk has been partially taken hy exports
from Kashmir, but these are small in comparison with the Bengal exports of
earlier years. There has also been a marked decrease in the us¢ of Bengal silk
in India, though this is neither entirely nor even largely due to any demerit
of the silk itself, but rather to the decline in production in that province.
Were Bengal and Mysore silk produced in greater quantity, and especially
could it be produced at a cheaper rate, there are numerous markets ready to
take it. The first point is therefore to find a method of increasing, and if
possible cheapening, the production of Indian raw silk. . - :

2. The weaving industry is on the whole in a fairly flourishing condi-
tion, but the place of Indian silk has been largely taken by a heavy increase
in the amount of foreign raw silk imported into this country. In some cases
such silk is chosen in preference to the Indian material on the ground that it
is more suitable—on account of finer reeling or some other cause—for the
purpose for which it is required. More often, bowever, it is used because it
is obtainable more easily or at a cheaper rate. To supply the former demand
some changes are necessary in the present methods obtaining in this country :
ta% 211,1lpp1y the latter nothing is needed but greater production and cheapening
o1 the cost. .

3. There is a marked absence of organization in the silk trade as it is at
present carried on, and a correspending success on the part of better-organized
~competitors in the Indian markets. The methods according to which the
weaving industry is conducted is wasteful and unsatisfactory. . Tllustrations
of this will be found throughout this report. The introductién of modern
methods has met with considerable success in the Madras Presidency, but
. there are many areas where no serious attempt at such improvements has been
made. Where these improvements have been attempted, they are frequently
retarded by the small merchant-employers,—the very persons who under the
present rc':nnd1tions would profit by the change. The condition of the weaving
community is generally very unsatisfactory, as has already been shown. Some
system of profit-sharing or co-operation is badly needed for its improvement.
In Lyons and St. Etienne in France benevolent societies exist for the purpose
of advancing sums to small master-weavers for modernising their plant, ete.
These societies were approved and supported by the French Government in
1909. In Japan there is a Sericultural Association, established in 1892, said
to contain some 150,000 members. This Association has among its objects
those of creating a larger market for Japanese raw silk, making investiga-
tions and researches regarding sericulture, and attempting to develop sericul-
ture on a co-operative basis. Other bodies exist for the purpose of improving
existing mebhods, and Sericultural Guilds have heen formed with the object
of removing defects in the practical management of the industry. It is said
that silk-rearers are so combined by Government rcgulations. There are also
co-operative societies of all kinds, for advancing funds, for finishing and
selling the produce of members, and for purchasing material or plant. Such
societies are said to number five thousand-—or one for every two villages,—o¥
which three-fifths are concerned with sericulture, and they are reported to be
entltled_ to concessions of various kinds from Government. That there are
many difficulties in the way of organizing production on these lines in this
country cannot be denied, but better organization of the industry (on these or
on other more sujtable lines) is an urgent necessity in this country. A com-
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:ingl;:;:;le:)gfe?ﬁg ;I?gd E}zee %%ﬁﬁﬁsgl(l‘)f discovering the righ£ markets and for the
carrying on the industry. & much-needed gap in the present method of

4. Th : )
ere has been a startling decrease in the export of silk manufactures

¢ : : :
f;?;ﬁuil;és Ogggltry ,Talld a still greater increase in the import of foreign manu-
Consumptigon OS%. ; he use of the latter is most marked in the Punjab. The
Tt is possible th‘ %pt&ll]nese spun silk is particularly noticeable in that province.
Magosgoe b at the Punjab is now passing through a stage which the
o realizedl 1t;mcy reached more rapidly, when the advantages of such silk
larcel oot élt not 1ts ,dlsadval.ltag_es. After a short trial that Presidency
magte{s r?ii eP such silk for ordinary manufactures, and the weaving-
aster é) u e Punjab may yet do the same. The import of foreign piece-
goods 1nto that province, however, undoubtedly supplies a real demand, which
at present the Indian looms are not able to meet. The heavy Indian silk
manufe_wtures are now commonly rejected there in favour of the finely-woveu
and br_1ght1y-colour§d Japanese article. Very little attempt has been made
in India to meet this demand. Even where, as in Madras, the Indian manu-
tactures are generally preferred, there is still a market for printed and
embroidered Japanese goods, and these could only be supplied by mills
specially fitted for their production. How far the Punjab market might be
courted on behalf of Indian manufactures of the better quality must remain
to be seen, but finer weaving, better finish, and above all a careful study of the

exact nature of the demand, are indispensable preliminaries to any such
attempt. /

In conclusion, the possibilities of the silk trade in India are still very
great, and the present moment is eminently favourable for their development.
The wide range of mixed goods previously imported from enemy countries
hears witness to the demand for such goods in India, and with proper
oorganization it should certainly not be impossible to supply most, if not all,”
of these goods at home. Further, if satisfactory methods can be found for
checking the decrease in the production of silk in this country, there does not
appear to be anything to prevent the substitution of Indian for foreign raw
material upon the looms, for the manufacture of these and other articles.
Finely-reeled silk of the best quality is not at all required for the purpose of
manufacturing cheap mixed goods of the nature referred to abové, and there
is no reason why Indian material should not be used. If by increasing and
cheapening the production of raw silk in India and by organizing the silk-
weaving industry so as to enable it to compete successfully with the weaving
of other countries, the demand for silk manufactures in this Gountry could be
supplied from this country’s looms, there would then be no cause for regret
even if the European market for Indian raw silk were never recovered.
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APPENDIX A.

Ejrect of the War upon the Import Trade in Foreign Silk.

The following reports by Mr. D. R. Pochaji, Appr aiserl n lth%hBOI&ibat)i
Customs Department, are of considerable interest and show clearly the efec_z S
of the war upon prices and transactions, and indicate the present state of the
market. I am indebted to the kindness of that Department for permission
to reproduce them here.

1st Report or Mr. D. R. Pocrair, patep 27TH DECEMBER 1915 anp
29rr DeceEmsrr 1915.

1. Raw silk.

!

Owing to the European war, Great Britain,»France, and Amerlcz} displayed l_)ut
little interesi at the beginning of the war in _then‘ purchases of raw silk from China
{Canton and Shanghai), and consequently Chinese holders were obliged to look to the
Indian markets. The Indian merchants taking advantage of thig, placed big orders
of raw silk at advantageous prices, and side by side the silver market being dull, and
with a favourable exchange, great business was put through till the end of November
1915. :

After November owing to great floods in China the Canton Raw Silk Crop was
spoiled, and consequently the European and American buyers had to turn thejr attention
to the Shanghai market, where a bumper crop of raw silk was reported.

As soon as the Shanghai merchants saw the opportunity of the Ewropean buyers
coming in their market, they raised their prices, and along with the steady rise of silver
the prices of raw silk wen} up 10 Shanghai, and a great business was done by the
European and American merchants; and at the same time the Indian market took up a
lot of business for Bombay, hence the prices gradually went up in Bombay.

It seems that if the present prices of raw silk and the high exchange is maintained

the demand will fall, and the consumers will then turn their attention to the Bangalore
and Bengal raw silk.

Owing to the above high prices now, it seems that the shipménts now expected will’
fall short, thus the China Mail of the 15th December, which Ileft Hongkong, brings
abaut 125 bales of raw silk only, against the normal shipments of about 500 to 600 bales.

2. Stk manu factwrés.

In the beginning of the war the Indian market of silk manufacture became very
dull here in Bombay. No buyers came forward to make purchases, consequently ship-

ments from China and J apan grew scarce, and the prices went down considerably 1n
China and Japan.

After a period of three months and in the commencement of the Hindu New Year
enquiries from all quarters followed, and the prices went up a little bit, and the fudian

naturally told-on the market in China and J apan,

At the present time the imports are normal, say just the same ag before the war, but
the next shipments of silk manufacture will be considerably less, owing to the numerous
enquiries for raw silk and silk manufacture from the outer world, especially from

America; as may be judged from the fact that the value of raw silk, for various classes
of silk manufacture, is going up from 700 yen per picul to the present highest price of
1,200 yen per picul.

This in its turn has had the effect of sendin th ; - ik
from 25 per cent. to 30 per cent. in China and J gpgﬁ. © prices of the manufactured of

These causes will
of silk manufacture will be

2ND REPORT, DATED 22nD MA‘Y 1916.

1. Raw i1},

After putting in the last report of 2

2Tth December 1915, the market was goi i
danuary and went up till Mareh, ' v g up
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From APfii: the first erop of :
was only half that of the Prefioousr;e‘:,:.ﬂk a‘n‘

Owi a iling ;
produci;ggcsinilﬁe:htfh W%ather 1O prevailing in the interior of China, i.e., the silk
Which meds thy e te fuik of the silk worms wag partly destroyed b): bad weather
] ArEet of raw silk steadier, Besides, on account pf the high prices of

silver and the hiph excha ‘ i [
purchases oL %resent. uge, the American and Indian markets have made very few

These reasons will make the pri ilk i 1 :
| v ©oo Jhe prices of raw silk in Ching fall considerabl d
account for the Indian buyers’ now buying Bangalore raw silk, which iss gggap)é; gzd

ood in quality. hj alore 1 : .
Alg’om‘; Be?gaumyand N?:d?:igﬂme 1a.w.s1lL 15 consumed by the Indian weavers of Saha-

ived in the China market, but the quantity

2. Silk manufactures.

In December, on account of the high pri ilk ruling j i
T, On 4 0 prices of raw silk ruling in Ja an, the American

bl}'yers of raw silk paid the highest price of yen 1,400 per pimiglﬁa nze)cor& price. T(i:is
price remained very firm till the middle of J anvary. Along with the rise in the price
of raw silk, the prices for silk manufactures also went up, and when it was seenr by the
Bombay merchants that the prices had gone up in J apan by about 40 per cent. to 50 per
cent., they went in for reckless speculation in the Bombay market, whick forced the
prices up.

By the middle of April again the prices of raw silk underwent a decline of about 10
gerl cent. to 15 per c?nt, and simultaneously the prices of silk manufactures showed a

ecline, S

It seems that the tone of the local market will be steady for some time owing to the
large stocks on hand of higher prices, and unless a demand unexpectedly starts, there
are less chances of improvement of the market,

It may be convenient to summarise here the trade figures for the year.
1914-15, as compared with the preceding year. Imports of raw silk by sea
- fell from 2,563,/20 1bs., valued at Rs. 126 lakhs, to 2,303,331 lbs., valued at
Rs. 113 lakhs. This decline is attributed (in the ** Review of the Trade of
India in 1924-15 ") to the over-trading of the two preceding years. Imports
from China (including Hongkong) fell from Rs. 116 lakhs to Rs, 99 lakhs,
and the Straits Settlements from nearly Rs. 5 lakhs to a little over Rs. 24
Yakhs; Japan’s consignment, increased from 21,610 lbs. to 172,370 lbs., and that
of Siam also showed a slight increase. Imports of manufactures fell from
Rs. 810 lakhs to Rs. 194 lakhs. This is directly attributed to the cessation in
demand caused by the war. Imports from J apan declined frou Rs. 145 lakhs
to Rs. 94 lakhs, and China goods (excluding Hongkong) from Rs. 38% to Rs. 34
lakhs. Consignments from Hongkong, however, showed a slight increase,
from Rs. 25 lakhs to Rs. 26 lakhs. Imports from France and Italy fell from
Rs. 24; and Rs. 19 lakhs to Rs. 11 and Rs. 104 lakhs respectively.  Consign-
ments from the United Kingdom declined from nearly Rs. 28 lakhs to Rs. 11
lakhs, and those of Germany from Rs. 225 lakhs to Ks. 4 lakhs. Silk plece-
goods decreased from 27,338,000 yards, valued at Rs. 192 lakhs, to 17,690,000
yards, valued at Rs. 1331 lakhs; mixed goods from 8,164,000 yards, valued at
Rs. 693 lakhs, to 3,089,000 yards, valued at Rs. 24 lakhs; yarns, noils, and
warps from 1,168,000 lbs., valued at Rs. 46 lakhs, to 863,000 1bs. valued at
Rs. 34 lakhs; and other sorts from Rs. 3 lakhs to Rs. 2 lakhs.

Exports of raw silk fell from 1,203,098 Ibs. to 516,282 lbs., the value in
1913-14 being nearly Rs. 25 lakhs, and in 1914-15 less than Rs. 12 lz_.}khs.
Exports to France fell from 712,110 lbs., valued at Rs. 18} lakhs, to 187,209
" Ibs., valued at Rs. 4 lakhs; whereas those to the United Kingdom rose from
276,502 lbs., valued at less than Rs. 4 lakhs, to 287,630 lbs., valued at nearly
Rs. ’7% lakhs. Exports to Italy fell from Rs. 1} lakhs to Rs. L lakh.  Exports
of Indian silk manufactures were valued at Rs. 3% lakhs, as against Rs, 53
lakhs in the preceding year, piece-goods falling by Rs. 14 lakhs and ixed
goods by Rs. 80,000. Aden received only Rs. 7,000-worth instead of Rs. 73,000
?vorth, but exports to Tunis fell only from Rs. 71,000 to Rs. 61,000.

. reign raw silk fell from 21,000 Ibs., valued at Rs. 1 lakh,
to 14{%)808§%gfbi§lfugglatg1%s. 74,000; and of manufactures from Rs. 10 lakhs

to Rs. 54 lakhs. ) . .
Turning to the transfrontier trade, imports of raw silk from Persia

remained steady. Exports of raw silk to North and East Afghanistan rose
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from =5 maunds, valued at Rs. 21,000, to 278 maunds, valued at Rs. 71,000;
winle exports of manufactured silk fell from Rs. 4,000 to »#l. Imports of
raw silik from Ladakh and Kashmir fell from Rs. 5 lakhs to Rs. 44 lakhs,
while exports of manufactured silk fell from Rs. 3% lakhs to less than Rs. 3
lakhs.  Exports of silk manufactures to Tibet fell from nearly Rs. 1 lakh to
Ks. 36.000, whereas exports of raw silk to Bhutan rose from Rs. 2,99,000 to
Rs. 3.12.000 and of silk manufactures from Rs. 3,79,000 to Rs. 4,42,000. On
the Eastern frontier imports of raw silk from Western China fell from nearly
Rs. 12 lakhs to Rs. 9 lakhs, and manufactured silk from Siam declined from
neariy Rs. 8 lakhs to less than Rs. 3 lakhs, exports of similar goods to that
country remaining fairly steady. , )

It will be seen, therefore, that there have been very few exceptions to the
general fall in value of the trade in silk between India and other countries
during the year 1914-15.
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L—Imports of Raw Silk and Waste from (hina into Bombay.
Yoar. China (Hongkong). China (Treaty Ports). TOTAL.

_ lba. Rs. Ibs. Rs. | Ibs. ; Res.
1875-76 1,939,224 | 53,38,484 5.509 21,349 | 1944823 | 53,6585
1876-77 +| 1028882 | 318095¢| 40,950 | 1,50,714 | 1,060,832 | 33,40,668

»* * * ) * * * * ® . * * * - f - *
1880-81 1246456 | 5139146 | 517,864 | 2578928 | 1764320 77,18,074
1881-82 1,045,526 | 41,63,088 [ 186,386 8,83,015 | 1,231,012 50,47,003
188283 1,657,384 |  74,78,008 ‘ 177,129 8,34,504 | 1,834,513 83,12,602
1883-84 1,508,703 | 64,59,317 174,195 |  8,86,501 | 1,682,808 ’ 73,45,818
1884-85 - 1,032,496 |  41,89,565 156,124 8,03,040 | 1,188,620 | 49,92,605
1885-86 . 1,118,207 | 44,59,356 | 202,242 | 10,64,110 | 1,320,539 55,23,466
1886-87 1,186,068 |  53,60,823 205,804 | 10,37,079 | 1,391,872 ‘ 63,908,802
18817-88 1,688,777 |  70,46,654 320492 | 15,76,788 | 2,009,269 86,23 442
1888-89 1,174,217 | 47,37,793 303,231 | 15,221,367 | 1477448 1 62,59,160
1889-90 1,400,677 | 58,12,051 | 333,776 | 17,43,615 1743403: 75,55,666
189001 .| 1,415,557 | 61,81,839 377,074 | 7 19,42,371 | 1,793,531 1 $1,24,210

-1891-92 11,225,734 | 68,01,337 567,422 | 30,34,131 | 1,793,156 |  98,35,468
1892-93 1,328,987 |  52,08,260 378,823 | 20,41,991 | 1,707,810 |  72,50,251
1893L-94 . 1,460,180 |  60,84,025 010,852 | 46,35,561 | 2,380,032 | 1,07,10,886
1894-95 .| 1,813,754 | 50,83,008 775,720 | 38,909,583 | 2,080,483 | 89,82,589
1805-96 1,514,405 |  54,32,366 836,077 | 99,38,023 | 2,351,382 | 93,71.289
1896-97 1,540,955 | 53,75,638 964,687 | 12,31,308 | 1,805,642 | 66,06,916
1897-98 1,176,412 | 31,48,275 346,850 | 15,50,062 |- 1,523,202 | 47,07,337
1898-99 1,143,180 | 32,562,801 588,555 | 26.30,007 | 1,731,735 |  58,82,808
1899-00 792,403 | 20,31,854 490,745 | 23,43,613 | 1,283,148 |  43,75.467
. 1900-01 874,205 | 28,26.220 | 1,098,258 | 5435025 | 19720553 | BB
1001-02 ™. 796870 | 21,5040 | 874780 | 40,13,757 | 160L,668 |  61.73.208
190203 - 729,064 | 18,690,804 531,724 | 2348447 | 1,261,688 | 4218251
1903-04 761,310 | 24,08,246 474162 | 23,00458 | 1,235,472 | 4808704
1904-05 881,073 | 28,50,227 502,410 | 27,16242 | 1,384,302 |  55,66,469
1905-08 703:375 24,31,466 531,647 | 30,99,462 | 1,239,022 |  55.30,028
1906-07 566,402 | 18,16,516 411,677 | 22,90,635 978,079 | 41,168,151
1907-08 704,765 | 25,12,73¢ 850,072 | 5146,080 | 1,564,737 | 76,08,.2%%
1908-00 612,960 |  20,64,002 863,201 | 4874411 | 1,466,260 |  69,39,3i5
1909-10 pl3.084 | 1831734 | 1199752 | 88,5L,077 | 181283 | 768371
1810-11 660,143 | 10,65067 | 1,015,623 | 4769441 | 1,675,766 |  67.25,408
1911-12 520247 | 1753014 | LLSGI2 | 5028799 | 1,647,850 | 7682713
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Vaste from Ching wnlo Bombay—contd.

Year. ‘ China (Hongkong). China (Lreaty Ports). Torar.
e i ee———— i
Ibs. Rs. Ibs. Rs. 1bs, Rs.

191213 (¢)621,230 20,64,276 (d)2,194,443 1,08,51,251 2,815,673 | 1,29,15,627

191314 (008,020 | 17,51,009 | ()1,422,795 | 75,536,624 | LOSLTIO 93,08,533

1914-15 (c)453,667 16,62,918 (11,343,116 71,94,970 1,796,683 88,577888

1I .;Exports of Indian Raw Silk.
B |
Year. Igif]{ed | Chassam. | Cocoons. | TorarL.
g__
Ibs. E 1bs. 1bs. 1bs. Rs.

1889-90 ’ . . . 593,425 i 1,233,494 262,843 | ‘2,089,762 63,98,178

1890-91 .| 502,608 | 1,112,313 145,695 | 1,760,611 | 52,10,687
'.1891-92 . 518,705 1,012,254 131,560 1,662,519 ’51,86,271
1892-93 = 655,338 | - 1,087,500 77,395 | 1,820,233 61,756,739
1893-94 . 613,330 1,080,684 77,071 1,771,085 69,80,989
1894-95 510,800 793,892 26,035 1,330,;27 50,20,087
1895-96 . 707,683 1,072,452 12,294 1,792,4:29 64,21,603
'1896-97 . . 505,433 408,713 643 1,494,789 51,16,611
1897-98 . . 622,587 1,037,701 1,742 1,662,030 51,48 504 .
1898-99 LE . . - 512,830 1,046,541 4,780 1,564,151 45,80,932
1899—06 722,285 1,217,432 1,939,718 69,86,106
1900-61 559,776 1,030,523 13,976 1,604,275 51,22,067
1901-02 ' . 727,651 1,165,754 42,356 1,935,761 66,34,299
1902-03 . . . 681,852 1,240,689 67,281 1,989,822 65,48,153
1903-04 . . 624,064 1,138,566 101,686 1,862,316 63,42,468
190:1?-05 . . ‘ . 506,318 751,355 85,990 1,343,663 49,690,975
1905-06 . 578,450 1,131,960 (8,906 E 1,779,316 56,39,679
1906-07 777,654 | 1,005,193 70,591 | 1,943,438 | 68,65,018
1907-08 . 730,733 1,093,384 119,009 1,943,126 63,78,154
1908-09 . N . 581,566 1,182,691 69:387 ,1,833,644 54,005,077
1909-10 . 501,135 1,485,648 88,929 2,075,612 50,75,137
1910-11 ’ R 494,035‘ 1,147,243 209,273 1,850,551 50,565,287
1911-12 381,677 1,092,764 275,505 1,749,946 45,83,8563
1912-13. 382,081 043,143 352,617 1,677,841 41,73,728
1913-14 . . . -160,222 N 009,077 133,799 1,203,008 24,74,142
191415 . ... 82700 Yoo | siegsz | 11001000

(a) Includes 6,667 lbs. of waste.
(b) Includes 18,894 Ibs. of waste.
(¢} Includes 32 lbs. of waste.
(d) Includes 32,288 lbs. of waste. -
{e) Includes 7 lbs. of waste.

() Includes 25 lbs. of waste.
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1907-08 . . .

1008-09 . e e

1909-10 . N .
1910-11 . . .

112 . .
1912-13 ..
101314 . %

191415 - .

111 —Ezporss of Raw Silk, showing share of each province.
(Quantity in lbs.)
' 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
. Yean Bombay. | Burma, | Sind. | Madeas. | Bengal. (efmilmg GraxD
' B-engal). Torat,
] 1bs. lbs.- lbs, 1bs, Ibs. . Jba ibs.
1899-00 . . . 56,280 14,803 11 277,260 11,591,364 “ - 348,354 | 1,939,718
190001 .. . .| 10,001 1,240 | . 100 | 362,564 | 1,230,271 | 374,004 | 1,604,275
1901-02 . ., . 69,750 0,411 101 375,738 | 1,480,761 455,000 | 1,935,761
1902-03 . . « | 168,050 5,697 10 463,822 | 1,352,343 | 637,479 | 1,989,822
.1903-04 . . 171,852 6,314 144 432,767 | 1,£51,239 “ 611,077 | 1,862,316
_1904-05 . . . ’ 141,478 8,312 Cen 295,378 898,405 ; 445,168 | 1,343,663
1905-06 . . 0,’ 155,997 |. 6,715 . 485,600 | 1,130,944 | . 648,372 | 1,779,316
1906-07 . . . | 233,774 7,119 ) . 392,695 11,309,850 633,588 | 1,943,438

310,656 6,045 1,200 | 377,778 | 1,247,447 695,679 | 1,943,126

61,679 7,834 ! 179,413 | 571,840 1,012,878 | 820,766 | 1,833,644

87,524 4,191 297,902 | 559,550 | 1,126,445 949,167 | 2,075,612

53,965 . 471,232 | 360,481 964,873 | 885,678 | 1,850,551
80,475 5,758 | 501,086 | 400,981 761,646 | 988,300 | 1,749,916
60,704 29,211 679,641 301,978 606,307 | 1,071,534 | 1,677,841
74,312 24,543 1 260,433 | 271,898 571,912 | 631,186 ! 1,203,008

40,017 22,103 101,887 71,719 280,556 | 235,726 | 516,282

IV.—Eaxports of Raw Silk, showing share of each province.

(Value in Rs.)

1. 2 3 5. ‘8 7 3
— ] B
i e
Year. Bombay. | Burine. | Sind. | Madras. | Bongal (exr:lzﬁfgilng gg;’:f
Bengal). :
w Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Ra. Rs. Rs.
1899-00 . . . 34,782 9,930 . ( ) 50 1,65,851 | 67,75,493 [ 2,10,613 69,86,106
1900-01 . . . 16,526 750 w[ 400 2,41,866 | 48,62,515 2,589,542 | 51,22,057
o0 . . .| wsoesy| 0020 382 | 21865 59,24,164 | -6,10,045 | 66,34,209
1902-03 . . 9,902,951 4,595 40 3,51,831 | 51,98,036 13,498,217 | 65.48.153
00804 . . 12,903,325 | 4,220 500 | 336,147 | 4108276 | 1634192 63,42,468
00405 . . - |1dsse2| 8307 | 185864 | 36,32,242 | 13,37,733 | 49,60,975
wosos . . . l1n0s708 ] 6971 | 72,013 | 42,54,027 | 13,85,652 | 56,39,679
1906-07 . . 11,23,483 6,498 "‘ .. 2,18,532 | 55,16,500 | 13,48,518 68,65.018
190708 - 142,359 ST 3780 2,31,013 | 46,05,159 \] 16,82,005 | 63,7815t

VOL. IL

P
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1V —Ewports of Raw Silk showing share of each province—contd.

(Value in Rs.)
; 5 4 5 6 7 8
Total

Year, Bombay. | Burma. Sind.__ Madras, | Bengal. (geﬂgglifg gﬁé‘?’?

- Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs, Ra.
190809 . . .| L,83757| 7160 | 11,35,600 | 2,79,439 | 37,99,121 | 16,05956 | 54,05,077
1909-10 . .| 93490 4,018 | 18,58,815 | 3,568,434 |27,70,980 | 23,04,757 | 50,715,737
1910-11 . .| ®m8l 20,13,856 | 2,20,703 | 27,655,977 | 22,99,310 | 50,55,287
191112 . .| 55835| 5702 |2472,900 235752 | 18,13,664 | 27,70,180 | 45,83,853
1218 . . .| 4250 20,081 | #14L0% | 185740 | 1LSLA12 | 20.02,216 41,73,728
B34 . . . 79,66; 22,050 | 12,63,815 | 191456 | 9,17,148 | 15,56,994 | 24,74,142
1914-15 oo | 20615 | 26,0000 | 6,083,975 | 53,075 | 478,543 | 7,12,0004 11,91,000%

V.—Eaports of Reeled Silk and Chassam from Bengal, Bombay and Sind.
' Bexaay, Boumpay AND SIND.‘

. Reeled silk, Chassam. Reeled sillk, Chassam, -
_ | —_—

1bs. ‘ Rs. Ibs. Rs. Ibs, Rs. 1bs. Rs.
1899-00 «| 722,099 | 61,49,598 | 869,165 6,25,895 “ 87 300 ‘ 56,204 34,532
1000-01 538,2:_'37 42,035,081 | 672,034 5,67,434 1,539 7,626 |~ 8,652 9,300
1901-02 678,871 | 52,06,240 775,890, [ 6,05,424 48,780 | 4,536,080 20,955 30,266
1902-03 597,587 | 46,33,078 | - 709,590 5,30,157 84,255 1 801,740 83,805 | 1,01,251
1003-04 506,842 | 40,36,499 663,764 5,94,103 116,262 | 12,08,450 52,279 78,889
1904-05 408,376 33,74,131 427,318 '3,96,061 97,942 | 10,75,050 | 43,536 68,512
.1905-06 « | 486,064 1 37,30,582 | 605,464 4,84.695 92,386 1 10,02,250 63,446 1,03,268
1806-07 634,982 50,13,224 1 640,843 4,69,226 135,922 9,22,127 s 71,509 | 1,73,056
1907-08 ‘5.12,142 41,33,560 | 664,263 . 4,90,558 218,591 13,33,651 61,794 77,426
1908-09 453,128 | 34,05,528 532,350 3,686,193 128,438 11,65,570 78,810 | 1,19,052
1009-10 319,702 | 23,01,09 | 762,315 425,205 | 181,433 | 16,80,105 168,742 | 3,25,060
1910-11 BI04T | 23,1260 | 578,645 | 381,803 166,088 | 17,16,200 | 221,137 | 2,63.270
1911.12 190,437 14,04,051 §01,669 3,41,085 191,240 19,11,000 205,280 | 3,87,210
101213 102,587 | 778,708 | 426,573 | 3,907979 219,494 | 2310975 | 193,073 | 171,700
B o B e o e R
i 02 L3115 | 53,467 | 5,28 205 74,637 | 02,551

* Approximate only ; exact, figure 1o

N .

¢ Burma, not availgble,
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V1l.—Total Exp

orls of Iaw Sk from India.

. - ——
e ) To United | r

Year, %ﬂg{‘ﬁf To Prance, | To Ttaly: r%‘;?rsio‘;f C—Eﬂll?;li’;i;- Tomat
| m Ios. 1. Lbs. Ibs. tos.
188990 aaLg0l | 1106412 | L2129 6,354 14,366 | 2,089,762
189091 aanois | wadn| 117436 3,210 8,658 | 1,760,611
189192 - 500,345 | 1,034,765 27,206 454 9,149 | 1662519
189293 - C 42,06 | 1170570 | 133482 3,959 15,506 | 1,820,233
e sioq7 | Lisos| @S| 2081 7543 | 1,771,085
180405 Cgopse7 | 205 | | LIS 1,173 10,654 | 1,330,727
1895;% . s21705 | 1183878 | 62,706 3674 | 20466 (a) | 1,792429
1896.97 * - Caprgn | ondes | 3872 BHO| 1A%
189798 798,837 | 838621 23,833 . o 1078 1,662,030
s o siogL | 02030 | 3140 149 | 40,267(b) | 1,564,151
1899-00 ' . 707,060 | 1,000,472 36,720 7,003 8,463 | 1,939,718
100001 - 188,654 | 1,000,344 18,113 1,490 5674 1,604,275
190102 . 677,030 | 1,327,700 17,951 5,976 6,195 | 1,935,761
100208 - 581,382 | 1,380,166 . 22,005 5,170 | 1,989,822
190304 . 431,858 | 1,380,020 225 31,502 | 18,612(c) | 1,862,310
190405 - 41,08 | 883,306 . 11,003 6,509 | 1,343,663
1905-06 30,084 | 1334719 | 1o.6ld | 36426 7813 | 1,779,316
190607 431,870 | 1,420,380 8,330 47,610 | 35248 (d) | 1,943,438
190708 . - 480,460-| 1,207,245 97,187 20,400 | 38234(e) | 1,943,126

190809 . 389977 | 1,026,601 | 100211 | 15645 1,720 | 1,833,644
1909-10 459,500 | 1,482,194 123,859 9,600 369 2,075,612
191011 . 300907 | 1,354,387 | 104,367 596 204 | 1,860,551
191112 362,975 | | 1,302,898 19,2388 | 4550 985 | 1,749,046
191218 . © 345,050 | 1,260,533 56,340 6,918 | 1,677,841
1013-14 976,502 | TIZU0 | 148,025 86,461 (f) | 1,203,008

V1i1.—FEzports of Indian Silk Manufaciures,

Year.v Rs. Yenr, Rs. Year, Rs,
188586 . 92,95,936 | 1805.96 . 18,33,987 | 1905-06 . .| 7,15109
1836-87 . 31,81,076 | 180607 . . 15,98,407 | 1906-07 6,86,072
1887-88 87,92,072 | 1897-98 . 12,60,400 | 1907-08 8,30,930
188888 . 28,84,872 [ 180890 . . 12,81,800 | 1908-09 . 7,32,715

{e) Includes 10,013 lba, of recled to Ceylon,

o ¥
{€) »
(4) "
) - »
th "

36,382 Iba, of waste to Egypt.
15,036 liw, of waste to Belgium.
32,335 1bs, (mostly reeled) to Ceylon.
30,382 Ibg. (mostly waste) to Ceylen,
59,080 1bs. of waste to Belgium,



111

v —Ewporis of Indian Silk Manufactures—contd.

1889-90 °

1800-91
1891-92
1892-93
1893-94

- 1894-95

Year.

)

Rs, Year, Rs. Year. Rs.

26,07.213 | 1899-00 12,890,018 | 1909-10 8,17,305
20,31,808 | 1900-01 12,654,447 | 191011 7,69,005
18,39,671 | 1901-02 10,54,604 | 191112 6,51,450
10,71,779 | 1902-03 . 9,48,851 | 1912-13 737,835
24,24,169 | 1903-04 . 8,32,669 [ 101314 ., 5,68,005
"16,71,981 | 1904-05 . 7,30,602 | 1914-15 5,44,384*

IX.—Ezports of Indian Silk Manufactures jrom Bengal, Bomboy and Madras.

Yeur, From Bengal, | From Bombay. | From Madras.

’ Rs. Bs. Rs,
1900-01 . . < . . . 8,035,912 2,27,649 1,14,191
190102 . ., e e 7,62,978 2,26,923 74,300
190203 . . e e e 7,33,954 1,69,306 50,293
190306 . . o e e e 6,09,611 1,38,605 78,340 -
1904-05 : e e e 5,76,390 1,34,749 14,992
190506 . . e e 5,560,456 - 1,31,819 . 17,264
1%08-07 . . e e e e 4,95,401 1,54,464 15,802
1907-08 . . e e e e 5,903,611 2,08,045 20,759
190809 . . v . 4,38,467 248,675 44,535
190%-10 . . e e e 4,43,970 3,0,,815 67,920
1910-11 . . . . . . 4,76,382 2,02,867 ‘ 85,103
191112 . . . . 3,68,722 1,80,729 1,01,49L,
161213 . . . e 3,50,346 2,97,578 88,797
193314 . . . C 1,90,310 231275 | 1,45,261
1914.15 X 93,694 1,65,588 95,052

X.—Ewports of Silk Piece-yoods from Ca

leuttn (in bales). (Extracted from D. N, Bosu's Silk

Exporis Lists.)
L]
Urirep Kinapox, FrANCE:
Torat, 1N
Year. , Bavgs,
Corah, Tusser. Corah, Tusser.

1895 103,745 8,084 30,290 10937 [ 151,056
1896 . . . . 72,687 5,805 24,105 12,827 115,324
1897 L. 87,867 7,526 | 20,203 3,470 118,875
1898 Ce e 90,783 2503 | 8184 a2 | 0382
1899 c e e 09,962 018 11,005 2784 | 114,609

g

* Excluding Burma, for which figures are not available. Exportsfrom Burma, however, averaged losa
than Re. 600 in the three preceding years,



iig
mCaZcutfa (in bales). (Extracted from D. N. Bosuw's Sill:

N Exports of Silk Prace-goods fro Exports Lists)—contd.

; UniTED KINGDOM, - FrancE. Torar 1
Year. | - |  Bavrzs,
? Corah. Tusser. Corah. Tusser. :
| L
1900 o | 80,676 6,148 9,460 3,566 99,850
w1 . . .. 49,238 " 5,342 16,170 3,633 74,383
1002 . ) 29,243 3,538 12,330 5,524 | . 50,635
1903 . . . . 45,629 -5,736 4,249 4,745 60,404 .
1904 .. . 23,523 5,702 5,714 1,746 36,415
1905 . . . . 27,621 2,044 8,031 2,232 40,828
1906 . . 28,488 2,780 6,108 1,352 " 38,728
97 . . . . . 28,527 3,510 3,599 1,907 37,552
98 . . . . .. 18,241 " 2,760 2,939 . 1,847 25,787
. 19,963 . 4,002 5,848 | .. 2,303 32,206
90 . .. . . . . 23,430 653 3,501 | 297 27,971
1) ) 24,017 1,552 65| .. 26,204
o2 .. L L L, . 85,204 2,478 1,263 oo 39,035
913 ... L L, 16,923 87 1,478 | .. ‘ l18,488‘
914 ..., . L . 13,613 167 445 4,225
) . 3,589 . 3,589
XI.—Ezports of Silk Manufactures, showing countries of final des.tinatfg'on.
* Countries. 1893.94, 1898-99. - | 1903-04. 1908-09. 1913-14,
Ra. Rs. ‘ ‘Rs. Ii.s. -Rs. -
United Kingdom . . 13,32,666 | 6,26,382 |  3,60,504 4;34,2és h 1,62,075
France . . . ., 3,34,842 1,05,243 ’ 94.,862 ‘64,70‘1 . 16,425 |
Arbia . . . ) 3,03,347 37,726 /15| 13s6| 13,290
Persia . . . . . 1,17,811 50,452 16,957 ‘18,624 6,825 l'
Turkey in Asia © . . 1,11,660 80,358 39,300 29,614 4,065
StmitslSettleme_nts and Malay Penin- 74,176 ,1,68,105-‘ 94,697 4.6,358 A 97,345
Ceylgﬁ o I 44,281 37,081 7,636 4,942 11,655
Aden . B . 9,041 12,352 6,622 4,188 73,065
Natal . . . . _ 1o 11,009 18,487 | 22,666 48,075
Tunis, Tripoli and Algeria, 1,162 61,096 75,319 78,195
“Egypt .« . . ... 16,628 46,523 22,862 4680 | 8,730
Australia . . ., 987 59,051 25,300 3,930 ' 2,205
Other places . . . . . 78,688 45,5461 51,361} 22,030 | 45,5558
TorsL 2L24,109 | 12,81,890 | 832,689 | ' 7,32715 |  06,08,095

* Includes Rs. 27,417 to Turkey in Europe : Rs. 26,132 to Malte :
T Includes Rs. 11,229 to Turkey in Europe :
1 Includes Rs. 21,811 to Turkey in Burope.

§ Includes Rs. 11,970 to the Uniled States,

and Rs, 14,032 to Zanzibar.

a.g& Rs. 10,037 to Mauritius.
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. -

XI1.—~Tmports of Raw Silk into India by sea.”
Year. Quantity, Value.
Ibs, Re,
1889-90 .
- 2,360,467 1,06,70,453
1890-01 . 2,046,239 1,11,50,683
189192 . . . 2,701,069 1,26,40,030
1802-98 . e . 2,202,846 1,01,60.501
1893-94". . . 2,047,595 1,36,01,780
180495 . - . 2,494,496 -1,03,63,326
1895-96 . co . 3,030,546 1,23,20,503
1896-97 . - Yo 2,987,752 87,514,878
- 1807-98 . . 2,049,608 66,907,717
1898-99 . . .. 2,350,866 79,76,559
1899-00 . . .. 1,604,848 57,60,883
1900-01 . .. 2,585,377 1,01,69,402
1901-02 . .. e 2,128,483 $0,96,200
1902-03 . .. .o 1,639,189 55,16,149
1903-04 . .. e 1,544,315 59,290,527
1904-05 . . .. 1,858,709 73,41,121
1905-06 . e 1,645,696 71,19,049
1906-07 . . . . 1,492,467 56,80,273
1907-08 . . . . 2,050,839 98,15,137
1908-09 . . 2,168,458 1,01,88,989
1009-10 . C . 2,330,185 97,69,680
1910:11 7. . . . 2,121,799 "85,22,805
191112 . Co 2,239,105 1,05,97,410
1912-13 . . 3,579.837* 1,71,44,610
1913-14 . . . 2,563,720t - 1,25,89,635
1914-15 . . . 2,303,331% ° “1,13,00,000
X111 —Imports of Silk Manufactures wmio India-by sea.
Year. Value in Year. Valuo in Year. Value in
Rs. Rs. Rs.
1885:86 . 1,10,90,430 | 1895-96 1,70,43,204 | 1905.06 . 1,00,15,100
1886:87 1,38,37,350 | 1896-97 1,36,06,000 | 1008.07 . 1,82,50,465
1887.98 1,74,38,170 | 1897-98 . 1,14,92,603 | 1907-08 . . | 2,13.48.661

* Resides 104,875 1bs. (Rs. 1,32,270) of waste.

1 Besides
1 Besides 1

79,072 Ibs. (Rs. 1,15,635) of waste.
30,252 Ibs. {Re. 1.64,261) o waste.



X1I1.—Imports of Silk M anufactures Wt

it4

o India by sea—contd.

Year. Value in Year. Value in Your. Value in
e e f———
Rs. Rs. Rs.
1888.89 . 1,68,21,661 1898-99 . 1,36,17,934 1908-09 . .| 2,28,13,727
18800 | asraa | 1899-00 .1 1,02,08,310 | 190910 . .| 2,26,60,275
1890.91 1,38,63,620 | 1900-01 1,66,58,108 | 1810-11 . . | 2,76,46,230
1891.92 1,75,06,949 | 1901-02 . . | 1,48,47,009 | 1911-12 . 2,65,35,930
1892.93 . . | 1,80,15,708 | 1902-03 1,63,23,232 | 1912-13 _ 3,05,31,015
1893-94 1,82,78,743 | 1903-04 . | 1,83,34,720 | 1913.14 . . | 3,10,13,295
180495 . 1,27,74,196 | 1904-05 .| 211,81,502 | 191415 1,94,00,000
8,
X1V.—Imports of Silk Manufactures, showing countries of consignment.
From 1893-94. 1898.99. 1903.04. 1908-09. 1913-14.
Rs. Ra, Ra. Ras. Rs.
United Kingdom . . . . 63,40,310 28,73,826 20,00,880 14,04,906 27,87,285
Austria . . . . . 5,917,683 1,91,223 5,99,611 3,27,880 2,652,570
Belgium .. . S| 416949 | 595770 | 553199 | 820196 | 1,73,310
F . . .
France . . 31,43,427 |  20,12,187 22,43.026 21,52,287 24,59,670
Ital .
aly 4,02,127 11,48,377 14,268,525 15,18,407 19,18,020
German . .
y O 2,24,884 2,83,527 5,46,949 | 10,10,112 | 22,39,725
Holland. . . . : :
! . 3825 1,17,969 8,152 14,715
Switzerland . . . . .
. . . . 1,37,400
China (excluding Hongkong) . 7,21,202 14,24,666 | 22,05,429 28,08,879 38,57,400
Hongk . ) - .
ongkong 56,65,469 |  21,51,724 | 13,67,785 | 18,78,080 | ©5,23,555
Japan . . .

. . 200,675 | 2454130 |  66,79,185 | 99,06,399 | 1,44,84,330
Straits Settlements . ., 8,92317 | 1,32,423 | 132157 01,660 | 108,675
Ceylon . . . . ' ’,

Y. . 65,016, - 32,455 12,734 |, 36,264 26,205
" Russia . . .
.h . . 1,703 2,72,193 16,054 26,456 10,260
Sgypt . . . .
o . 18,105 40,448 | 4,22000 | 813,647 . 4,710
ersia . . . . . )
o . 50,672 30 1,236 2,910 1,050
thers . . . . . ,
. 5,200 4,956 9,072 6,583 14,325
3
—_— o
TorarL . . ] 182
,82,78,743 1,36,17,5?34 1,83,34,720 | 2,28,13,727 | 3,10,13,295
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XV.—Re-exports of Foreign Silk from India.

1889-90
1890-91
1891-92
1892-93
1893-94
1894-95

1895-96

.

1896.97 .

1897-98
189899
1899-00
1900-01

1901-02 &~

1902-03
1903-04
" 1904-05
1605-06
1606-07
1907-08
1008-09
1909-10
1010-11
1011-12
1012-13
1013-14
1914-15

.

Raw Smx. SmLg Maxv- Torat Re-

FACTURE_S. EXPORTS.

Quentity in Value in Value in Value in

1ba. Ra. Ras. Rs,

116,261 3,39,513 5,717,578 9,17,091

- 145,298 4,00,240 6,486,769 10,47,000
119,919 3,74,381 6,600,822 10,44,803
109,141 3,72,253 7,17,637 10,89,800
. 113,069 3,49,809 7,068,777 10,568,586
95,542 2,51,524 9,01,135 11,52,659

60,680 1,95,600 8,87,608 10,83,388
PR 88,650 2,50,692 7,92,417 10,438,100
*L 66,654 1,86,994 5,83,146 7,70,140
72,832 1,88,037 4,867,128 6,55,165
90,795 1,71,913 4,64,791 6,36,704
97,519 1,89,475 +5,33,749 7,23,224
- . 59,041 1,46,265 6,72,841 8,190,108
L. 85,249 1,62,279 7,33,519 8,05,708
A 68,131 1,40,828 6,98,160 8,38,088
R 54,622 | 1,48,720 6,01,042 7,50,67L
L 69,330 1,35,045 6,47,797 7,82,842
.. .| . 105288 3,78,860 8,77,683 10,56,543
. 83,333 1,80,623 5,45,251 7,25,874
74,135 1,18,677 4,21,181 5,39,868
. 72,617 1,81,170 4,47,915 6,29,085
. 70,280 1,17,766 5,57,490 6,75,256
17,014 88,935 6,80,730 7,69,865
. 56,165 1,26,250 8,23,245 9,48.405
.. 21,371 1,03,125 10,05,360 11,08,485
. i4,305 74,000 5,48,000 6,22,




CALCUTTA .
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