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SIX CHOLA INSCRIPTIONS AT BEANYA-KUMARI,

Hive cxt ul the gix (nscriptions odited below were copied from the Guhanathasvamin

temple at Kanyakumiri. They arve all wuitten in Tamil language and alphabes and are general-

ly in a good stute of preservation. The old nawe of the temple was, according to its inscriptions,
Rijarajédvazam, evidently ealled after Rajavija, the Great, of the Chola dynasty. Kanya-kumari
is, in some inscriptions, called Kalikkudi and is said to have been situated in the Purattaya-
niddu, a sub-division of the Uttama-sola-vala-nadu, in the Rajardja-ppindi-nadu (or mendalam).

The Gubanathasvimin temple is at present situated at a distance of about half n turlong
from the Brahman village of Kanyskumari, and is i ® bad state of repair. Round the adytum
there is & dark civeuit, (now filled with bats and snakes), which seems to have given the temple
its present name. -

No. 1

The subjoined inscription is eugraved on the south base of the arddah-mandape of the
Guhanathasvamin teraple. The end of the last fouc lines are built in but the purport of the
record is easily made out withous it.

Ii belongs to the twenby-fourth year of the veign of Parakesarivarman Rajendra.
<holadeva, who tock the * eastern country, the (ranges wnd Kaddram’. T; records that So}a.
kula-valli, bhe woman who cooked the meals for the king and who belonged to kPiuiaiyﬁr_Ti@isai

‘in the Poliytr-nadu, a sub-division of Arumolidévavala-nidu, made u gift of fifty sheep forg--

perpetual lamp. They seem to have haen taken charge of by a person who hound bimselt to
supply daily one wlakky of ghee as measured by the temple measure called Puvittira-magikkom,
{or burning fhe lamp.
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(!} From inked imprassions prepared by any copyists. (No, 18 of 1085 M, E),

{?) The lebters bpa are engraved noxt to k6, but seems to have been rejectad, as the next ling begins onca
agnin with the sama lotters vpa.

{%}= The letter i is sngraved above the line,

{*] The last four lines heve their onds built in.
11 2016-—1
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Translation.
1. 1—3. Hail ! Prosperity !
ail | 5 y! (In) the twenty-fourth year of (the reign of) P i
man alias Udaiyir Sri Rajendracholade - ¢ gn o) Pare xesarivar-
Kaddzun'. jadeva, who ool ! the easiern couniy, the Gonges and,
y 1. 3—8. Sola-kela-valli, of Palaiyar Tittal in the Puliydrnadutot the Arumolidéva-vala-
padu, the wowan who cooked the food for Udaiyar Sri Rajéndrasoladéva, seb up a perpetﬁzﬂ
lamp, (to be burns before) the god, Rijarajesvara, of Kumari, (which is situated) in the Purat-
taya-nadu, {(a sub-dwisu_m) of the Uttama-s$ola-vala-nadu, in the Rajarija-ppandi-nadu ; (to
maintain this lamp) she gave fifty large sheep, which neither die nor hecome old.
1. 8—12. Having received these filby sheep ... ... naviyalan (bound himsell) to sapply
a ulakku of ghee {as measurad by the) nali ealled the Pavittiva (manikkam).

No. IL.

This record is engraved on fhe north base of the ceutral shrine of the Gubanathasvimin
temple. 1t is dated the thirtieth year of the reign of Rajakesarivarman Rajadhirajadeva,
who took the ¢ head of Virs, Pandya, Tlam and the Sdlas of the Ghéra’. It rocords tbat the
supply of salb that was being received from the saltpans of Manarkudi for the Srivallabha-
pperufijalai alias the Bii_arijé-pperuﬁjélai, siruated in the village of Kalikkudi, had for
some time bes softinued.” "ENIS . Lovity was revived by the king at the request of Ari-
kw,,@rf'dlms Pavittiramanikka-ttonga-ppérarmya!, waf Tittai, who was holding some

561t ol office under the queen, Ulagamu;_ududaiya-piréttiyz‘xr. The royal ortéen .weoe.adressed”
to the officers who supervised and taxed the salt-pans in the Rajardja-thennadu, belonging to

the Rija,r&ja-ppfmt_‘ci-nac;iu. In the olden days it was the custom jof the Manarkudi salt-pans

to seb aparta 1}&_@5 of salt for each kalam of ib that came in or went out of the pans, as wrat for

the use of the Grivallabha-ppevuiijalai. The king ordered that this custom should be once more

adopteds '

The term urgt is even NOW cornmonly used in the Trichinopoly and Tanjore Districts.
When grain or other things are measured, for every stated quantity, say sixty marakkals a3 it
pow is in the Tyviehinopoly district, a handful of the article measured is kept, as a/m&rk, ina
gmall heap. The numhber of such heaps give the number of sixty marakkals measared. That
quantity of the grain ete. that is kept as an index of measure, is called the wpas, The measurer,
sghen he measures, cries aloud the number of smarakhils he is measuring and when he finishes
the fifty-ninth cries oub * arubadulk uras’, meaning & nyay for (this) sixty. Inp the case of the
<alt to be used as ugat for cach kalam, it was not & handful but a ndl that was ordered to be seb
apart. _ ) ‘ Pand
Evidently the §alai or the boarding house Was originally established by (perheps & angye
king by the pame of) Geivallabha. Afier conquering the Pandy2 couut.ry,-ﬁ&l]&fﬁajﬂa seems 10
have, 2s is usual with him, changed the name into Ra.jarfhia—PPel'Uﬁ]ﬁ‘m‘- Bay old oames

’ : 3 S efore 1@ and the new names have
generally never die out by the mandate of any king; thevefore the © ' w name
often to be coupled jor at least u short time till the people get accustomed £ ?.le ;-e stormeti .
Thus, Talaikkad, the capital of the Gaigas, was renznoied Rijarajapuras when, EI‘LJSI ]Zs the cld
“nd took it. Bub it had o be salled Talaikkad alias Rajacijopuram. 10 80me L . in any
names died out giving place to the new and often the new perished w:th‘out hq e;ﬂmz»
manner, the old one, as:for instance Talaikkad, which even t0 this day .retams: 12{ tl;e ;Iravaan'

'the village of Manarkkudi, which is a very iimportant salb producing Ce? :ﬁe Padmanibba-
core State even ab the present day, is sitnated in the Aga.stiévm‘am Taltka C}’ ((IJ:B gre;b galt
puram Division. In the inseription, it is called M ahipﬁ]a-kulﬂ-kﬁla'PPém-am’
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distriot of Mahipalakula-kala). We know that of the several kings vanquished by Rajéndrachdladéva
I., Mahipala was one. The name therefore has been given to it after this surname, Mahipala-
kula-kala, of Rijéndracholadeva,
) From the fact that ske salt oflicers are mentioned to helong to the Rijardja-ltennadu,
“can infer that there was a regular Sult Departmert with officers in all the
districts, just as we have af the present day.
The names of the places that occur in the insecription are Kalikkudi, Manarkudi and Tit
In No. TV edited below it is etabed that Kalikkudi was the otber name of Kan
we have already identified. Tittai is in the Tanjore district.

Text (1)
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12. . ,aslw], | L[ Bés o Bmot BTty & Quen @ ssr-.
13. . ewwrl[@lélsrent erpsBap® Saepa QrerseQei s @ el ades Bapa-
Cring., .
Translation.

1l 12, Hail! Prosperity! (In) the thirtieth year of the (reign of) the king Rajakesari-
varman alios Udaiyir Sri Rajadhirajadeva, who took, with the help of bis army, the head
of Vira Pandya, the §alai of the Chéralan and Ceylon,

I. 2—6. (This is) the royzal order obtained on the petition of Tittai Avikulakésari (that is,
of Tittai) alias Pavistiramanikka-ttonga-ppéraraiyan, who was (or held the office of) the

(*}) From inked impressions,
(*) Read osend@ ) Read vaflim . . . ., | Guiwgg
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g?Qaiyapiréttiyér, the queen of Rajadhirajadeva, regarding fhe
M the supply of) which was received from the great salt district of Manarkudi in
ajindduy, for the Srivallabba pperud-jalai alias Rajaraja-pperaii-jalai at Kalikku;'ii.::-ibu[abegl

m Lhe E ufﬂt-t“&l& ’\\'\‘(hf‘( -divi ¥ -y b Tt < = « «
b a8 ey T “1 QA Sub dl\ 18100 ()f the U tlt&‘nﬂscl'&‘ v (\xl'\. Yty ‘Uﬁ 10\;”’1&1” tee tha R& ."|| a1,
. . it 1 ] al i
L p'&nf’:‘t-ﬂ;l ﬂi}u *

tirf&ﬁpn{li&ém’:gal under Ula
kat-urai of salt {
the N4

11.. 6—~9. (This order 1s addressed) to those (officers) who assign taxes and those who
supervise the salt pans in the Rajaraja-tten-nadu of the Rijarija-ppandi-nada of.the unrivalled
among kings,

“ We keavd that you do nob permit the SrimHa.bha.—ppetuﬁj-&lmi alizs Rajardja-pperodi-jalai,
to take, in the old customavy manner, the urai salt aé the vate of a #dls per kalam of sulb, thas
is added to (the stock) or spent (Irom it), in the salt district of Manarkudi alias bayilvala-kala-
kala-pperalam in the Nafijindda, (a sub-division) of the Uttamaddla-vala-nadu.

“ You shall (henceforth) give, as of old, through the (Satiars) of the Rajartja-pperufi-jalai,
the urat salt at the vate of a ndli per kalam added to or spent from the stoves.”

(This is engraved here) in accordanca with the royal order written down in the writing of
the (officar called) srumandira-lai, Sembiyan Ten . . . . naita Konar.

No. 111,

Ou the north wall of the first wradra of tbe Kanyakumidrl temple is eagraved the
accompanying large iuscription of the veign of Rajendradeva. It is not in a very good stabe of
preservation. However, it is nob difficult to make out the whale of the important portions of it
The record is dated the fourth year of the reign of the king Parakesarivarman Rajendradeva,
At the time of the grant the king was seated on the cob called the Kaduvefti in the palace,
Kéralep-miligad, in the capital city of Gangaikondasdlapuram. The king comranded that from
the fourth year the taxes on the various avticles meutioned, which were collected ‘fro-m t.he
dévadanam villages of the goddess Kanyskamiri, of the Rajarajesvaram and of _bhe Rajardja-
pperuiijalai and which seew to have been uiilised for the public parposes of t%ﬁe vnllageg,_ be sef
apart as follows :—(1), the taxes from the dévadinam villages of Kanytkumari to be utl'hsed for
the celebration of a festival on the day of the jonwma-nahkshatre (uatal ster) of his queen
Kilanadigal ; (2), those from the villages ol Rjarajasvara, for the expenses af the tewple 5 (3
those collected from the villages of the Rajaraja-pperuiijalal, for its expenses. ‘

In the bistorical introdustion ab the begluuing of the inseription the king iz said to have
taken tbe Rattappadi seven and a haif lakbs, defented Ahavamalla at Koppam on Abbe. bﬂinks of the
Pévira, took hia elophants, horses, women and treasuves and perforwed the Wm.blwshelm. ’

Kanyikumari is herein called Gabgaikondachodlapuram, evidently after Rajendracholadéve
I It is remarkable bthat this documecat has a very large number of names o.f officers of the
vatious branches of the revenue adwinistzation. A number ol tuxes is also menbioned ; of these
some are intelligible and obhers are nok.
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ABRIDGED TRANSLATION

1I. 1—8. Hail | Prosperity ! The one hundred and fifty-fourth day of the fourth year of
the matchless king. While the king Parakesarivarman Rajendradeva,--who took the
seven aud a half lakhs of the Rattapadi; who frightened Abavamalla at Koppam on the banok
of the Péraya (Krishna) river, took away his elephants, borses, women and treasure ; and per-
formed the vijayabhishéa and was pleased to ascend the throne,—was pleased to be seateds
on the (cot called the) kaduvetti on the sopina (known as) ... .. in the (paluce named) Keéralan-
maligal at Gangaikonda-sélapuram ; it was commanded by the king that tho taxes wur-kalanju,
Ewmara-kachelidaam, min-pditam ete., among the lower...... ; moram, tlai-vantya-pallam, ingal-
asw, kal-aluvu, kol-alavw, attu-pitlam, pér-mudel-ayam, taragu-kuli, ete......... andardyams,
which are due from the villages, which form the dévadana villages belonging to the goddess
Kanyi-pidariyar of Kumari alizs Gangaikonda-solapuram situated in the Purattdyanddu of the
Uttamasolavalanadn (a sub-division) of the Rijardja-ppindi nadu, and which was utilised for
these villages, should {rom the fourth year be taken and given to vhis goddess for meeting the
expenses of celebrating a festival every month on the Hasta nakshatra, the natal star of
Kilanadigal one of the queens (of Rajéndradéval. )

1. 8—10. The sbove enumerated taxes (1) collected from the dévadiana villages of the god
of Rajarajesvaram of this place, should be paid from the fourth year to this god for whatever
expenditure ihe temple might require them (the taxes).

Il. 10—11. The above meutioned taxes (%) collected from the salabhogam villages beloag-
ing to the Rajarajan-sdlai of this town should be paid to this $alai, from the fourth year, for its
expenses,
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{*) This is the symbhol for BTGT
{?)" All these taxes are repeated in the inscription in these two instances also.
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. 11—28. That these cominands which were graciously given b

' - ¥y she king was communicag-
ed in the writing of Ja,

« ; yangondasdla-Magadarajan, the tirumandira-olas and which was ordered by
Villavaraiyar and Kaduvetti to be entered into the register signed by Uttamasola-kon, Rijaraja-
bmhma,ruaré.ya,g, Kalingarajan, Tondaiman, Tribhuvana Vallavanddudaiyar, M endargols -
. kka,ndiruva-ppémraiyar, the tirwmandira-olaindyakams. T~
The order was accordingly entered into the books by a number of officers, (whose names are
given at length in the text and which are omitted here}, who came under the vavious designa-
tions  wdan-kuitatiu-adigirigal, vidaiyil-adigirigal, wl-vari-tinaskkalattu-kan-kini, pura-pori-
Linarkkalam, varippottagam, mukavelis, varippotiaga-kanakkn, variyilide and e -vari-
tinaikkalam
11. 28—28, There is a verse at the end, which is very much damaged ; it seems fo be a
precis of the preceding record. '

No. IV.

The following inseription engraved on the west base of the central shrine of the Guhanatha-
svimin temple belongs to the reign of Rijakesarivarman Rajaraja and is dated in the 31st
vear of bis reign. Ibrecords that the servants of the temple sold the land adjacent to the temple
to a body of persons called the * narpattenndyiravar’ for the purpose of establishing a watershed ;
the watershed was nawmed Jayangondasélan-tanuir-ppandal, afier the surname of Rajidhiraja. *

The boundavies of the land sold are : on the north, the south wall of the temple which
encloses the shrine of Ayyappan Vediya Sastd in the south-easé corner of the temple; on the
eash, the road which leads from Kumari to the Chakra-tirtha, the east bank cf the Uttamagola-
ppéréri ; and to the west, side in general ; on the south, ths Uttamasola-ppéiéri. The extent
of the land, that was sold, measured ten kols on the north that is, east to west, aud twelve kols
on the cash, that is notth to south. The conditions of the sale are that the purchasers mush
erect a pandal for the watershed, fence the ground and plant in it fruit-bearing trees. :

The king mentiored in this record seems to be Rajavdja IT. If this identification is eovrect,
the aate of the inscription will be about A, D, 1167. ’

The names of places ele., mentioned in this document are the shrine of Ayyappan Védiya
Sasta, Uttamadola-ppéréeri, Kuwari and Chakratirtham. There is a small dilapidated structure
a little distanee from ihe temple but in the south-eass corner of is, This might most probably
be the Sasta shrine that is referred to in the inscription.  Within a mile and half from Kanya-
kumdri is the fisherman hawmlet of Kovalam. Near it is o, large natural taok, which served fov
several years past as the source of water raquired for irrigation purposes ; nosw that the Tovalai
channel has been brought into shab part of the taluka, the tank has fsllen in disuse. This tank
might be the Uttamasola-ppéréri of the inscription. From the fact that it is named after
Uttamasola, one of the surnames of Rajéndracholadéva I, it must be ag old, if not older than,
the time of this king. Kumari is the quarter where the Kanya-Bhagavati's temple is situated.
Chakrativtha is .the substantially built tank which one meets on the way as one enters the
village of Kanyikumdri,
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{1) From inked impression.
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- Translation. '

.« .. The 81st year of the (reign of the) king Rajakesarivarman alics Rajardjadeva,
of great-fame. The land sold by us, the authorities of the temple of the god of Rajarajes-
varam, situated in Kumari-kKalikkadi of the Pugattdyanadu belonging to the Uttamasdla-vala-
niduy, (a su'h-division) of the Rijardje-ppindi-nadu, to the Nirpatiennayiravar ; it is sitnated to
the south of the circuiting wall near the Ayyvppan Vediya Sistan shrine situated on the south
- east of this temple ; to the north of the great lake, Uttama-sola-ppéreri,—thus a breadth of ten

poles (tadis) ; to the west of the main road from Kumari bo Sakkiratirtham which goes close to
. the west of the eastern benk of the Uttama-$0la-ppéreri, thus a length of twelve poles (fadis).

It is agreed between us, the temple anthorities and the Narpattennayiravar, that the latter '
should estahlish a watershed under the name of Jayahgonda-éslan, within these four great
houndaries, erect pandals, fence the land within the four boundaries, and plant froit-bearing
trees ; (on these conditions), we the authorities of the temple of Rajarajesvara, having received
to the full the amount of the price-money fixed by us, handed over (the land) to the
Narpattenndyiravar. Araiyan Kandap, the accountant of this temple wrote (this agreement) to
the dictation of these (pavties); (this is my) signabure.

' No. V.

This inscription consists ol a single verse in Tamil stating that Ayyanambi alias
Mangalakkalavan, the minister of the Chdln king established = watersbed at Ten-Kumari,
that is Komari in the south. It is engraved on the west bage of the central shrine of the
Guhinathasvamin semple. This watershed was perhaps the one tha¢ was intended to be
established aecording to the sile-deed contained in No. IV ahove.
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Translation.

) Hail ! Prosperity | Ayyanambi alizs Ten-Mangalakkalaman, the wearev of the beanti-
ful garland of full blown flowers, the minister of the powerful-Ghala (king), established well 8 -
watershed, which is praised in all the eight directions, in the great city of the sonth Kuomari, -
(which is surrounded by) the waves of the clear water (of the sea). Hail | Prosperity | .

No. VI.

This one also consists of a single verse in Tami} recording that Ayyan Mangalakkalavan
arranged for an income of 10 nalis of paddy & day, at Manarkudi for the maintenauce of the
watershed. It is very likely that he gave a piece of land which yielded paddy suflicient eaough
to supply the watershed daily with 10 nélis of paddy. It is also engraved on the wes? base of
the central shrine of the Guhénathasvamin temple.
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Transla.tl:on.

Heil ! Prosperity | Aiyyan Mangalakkalaman, the (wielder of the) noble spear, kept
(tbat is, made arrangement for the supply of) ten nalis of paddy per day, at Managkudi, which
is (full of) beautiful gardens dripping with honey, for the {maintenance) of the watershed be
established at Kumari, Hail | Prosperity |

(*) From inked impressions (%) Read a@i?anﬂﬁ
LD
(8) Metre, Qavsimun. {2) Read oQacvtaud @
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