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REPORT

L. Introduction.

I, the Chairman ol the Committee of Privileges, present this report to
the House on the following question of privilege.

Shri T. A. Majid, Member, Legislative Asserubly in his notice dated
March 24, 1971 had sought 1o raise a question of breach of privilege against |
the Printer and Publisher of ‘Desabhimani’ in respect of a news item which |
appeared in the issue of the daily dated March 23, 1971 under the caption |
“onan somdajml @) 980 @ &1 @° ane Pomaniell  AIER)—g,) soad’
Shri Majid had stated that certain portions of the speech made by Shri P.
Kunhan in the House on March 22, 1971 were misreported in - ‘Desabhimani’ :
dated March 23, 1971 with the intention to create contempt and prejudice—”
in the minds of the public. -

The question was referred to the Committee of privileges by a motion’
moved by the Leader of the House and adopted by the House on March 29, -
1971. -

The Commitiee held four sittings. The minutes of the meetings arce
appended (Appendix I).

At the fust sitting held on June 1, 1971 the Committee decided to call
for the explanation {rom the Printer and Publisher, ‘Desabhimani’.

At the second sitting held on October 21, 1971 the Committee considered
the explanation furnished by the Printer and Publisher. The Comunittee
decided to call for a further explanation from the Printer and Publisher, since
the Committec were of the opinion thac therc was substantial variation
between the report as published in the ‘Desabhimani® and the official report
of the procecdings of the Assembly.

‘At the third sitting held on' November 12, 1971, the Committee decided
that the Prirter and Publisher may be summoned to appear in person  before
the Committee at their next sitting, as no further explanation was received
from him.

At the fourth sitting held on December 2, 1971. the Committee cop.
sidered the reply since received from the Printer and Publisher and came 1o
their conclusions.

I1. Findings of the Commitiee.

It was reported in the ‘Desabhimani’ dated March 23, 197} that Shri
P. Kunhan had raised an allegation on the floor of the House  thae the Minister
for Health had accepted bribes to the tune of Rs. 75,000 from 19 under-
qualificd students for securing admission in the Medical College, Trivandrum,
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The Committee decided to call for the expl i e Printer
Publisher “Desabhimani’ in the first instau?c.anahon from the Printe and
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. EXTRACTS FROM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING
' OF THE COMMITTHEE OF PRIVILEGES HELD
ON OCTOBER 21, 1971

The Committee of Privileges met in the Assembly Chamber,
Trivandrum at 10.30 a.m. on October 21, 1971. Shri C. Achutha
Menon, Chairman presided. The following members were present:

Shri P. J. Joseph

Shri M. K. Raghavan
Shri P. Ravindran

Shri C. Vasudeva Menon

Secretariat

- Dr. R. Prasannan, Seci'eta_ry.
Smt. A. P. Elizabeth, Deputy Secretary.

The following questions involving breach of privilege were
considered by the Committee.

Breach of Privilege against ‘Desabhimani’.

As decided by the Committee atits meeting held on June 1,
1971, explanation was called for from the Printer and Publisher
‘Desabhimani’. The Committee considered the explanation (given
below) furnished by the Printer and Publisher of ‘Desabhimani’.

*¢On bebalf of the Printer and Publisher of Desabhimani,

I wish to state the following in reply to your communication.

The news item under the caption “escvisscialmm) myssocd

18 0t OOGHENAN  Q0es.>” (incidentally the heading is not

0ot OeE:ansel] A, “oaclen® ol 0lead0l eia’ars g5 stated

in your communication) is not intended “to create contempt
and prejudice in the minds of the public”. To the best of my
knowledge it corresponds to what Shri P. Kunhan, M. L. A.
. stated in the House. After seeing your letter, I again checked
up my reports and I find no reason to correct the version in
the paper.

I have no access to the official transcript of the Honourable
Member's speech and therefore am unable to verify my report
with it.

So I would be grateful if you would kindly supply me with
the official transcript of the speech. If any serious variance
amounting to distortion or breach of privilege is found, I
would gladly make amends to the satisfaction of the House.

2/4071/MC
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In the meanwhile; I respectfully submit that I have pot
committed a breach of privilege of the Honourable Housur
its Members. I would earnestly like to impress upon the
honourable members that committing breach of privileges of
the august House is far from our intention or policy”.

After scrutinising the relevant portions of the proceedings
of the Assembly, the Committee felt that there was substantial
variation between the report as published in the issue of ‘Desabhimani’
dated March 23, 1971 and the official report. The Committee there-
fore directed that further explanation might be obtained from the
Printer and Publisher of ‘Desabhimani’.

* * * * *

EXTRACTS FROM THE MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE
COMMITTEE OF PRIVILEGES HELD ON FRIDAY,
NOVEMBER 12, 1971

The Committee met at 10.30 a.m. in the Reading Room of the
Legislature Library. .

Present.
Shri C. Achuths. Menon—Chairman
Shri P. J. Joseph —Member

Shri M. K. Raghavan
Shri P. Ravindran
Shri C. Vasudeva Menon

B s

Secretariot

Dr. R. Prasannan—Secretary
Smt. A. P. Elizabeth—Deputy Secretary.

The Committee considered the under-mentioned questions of
breach of privilege referred to them under Rule 153 of the Rules
of Procedure and Conduct of Business in the Kerala Legislative
Assembly. } . :

* * * » -

II. Questiom of breach of privilege against the Editor. Prij
Publisher, ‘Desabhimani’- , Printer and

As directed by the Committee of Privileges the Bdj i
and Publisher of Desabhimani was requesteg on gc?gﬁgr’zf mlns;c’?:ll‘
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to give his explanation as there was substantial variation between
tiqgyreport appeared in Desabhimani and the official report of the
pri¥eedings of the Assembly. Since a reply was not forthcoming,
the committee directed that the Editor, Printer and Publisher of
‘Desabhimani’ might be summoned to appear before the committee
at the next meeting to offer his explanation.

* * * » L}

Extracts from the Minutes of the Meeting of the Committee
of Privileges held on Thursday, December 2, 1971

The Committee met at 3.30 p- m. in the Assembly Chamber,
Trivandrum.

Present
1. ShriC. Achutha Menon — Chajrman
2. ,, M. K. Raghavan —  Member
3. ,, P.Ravindran — 3
4. ,, G. Vasudeva Menon — '
Secretariat
Dr. R. Prasannan ~ -— Secretary

Smt. A.P. Elizabeth — Deputy Secretary,

The Committee considered the following questions of breach of
privilege. ‘

I Question of breach of Privilege against the Printer and Publishey
¢ Desabhimant’ :

The Committee considered the letter dated November 14, 1971
received from the Chief Editor, ‘Desabhimani’. The Committee decided
to recommend to the House that the matter need not be pursued further
in view of the unqualified apqlogy‘ tendered by him for the incorrect
report published in the Desabhimani dated March 23, 1971 under the
caption ‘@acwlascdslom) ayseowdelse’ane ODB BN LI AOTB i ) ST’

¥ * * ¥ ¥ * * * ¥
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APPENDIX III

!xtract from the Speech delivered in the Kerala Legislative Assembly
by ShriP. Kunhan, Member, Legislative Assembly on March 22, 1971.
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APPENDIX IV

1 Grams: DESABIMANI ’ (4
Tele * & , . P.B. No. 1652
J Phones: 32346 & 31747
ESTD. 1942
DESHABHIMANI................... N eraaes Cerreenaratiresas
(MALAYALAM DAILY)
Published from Cochin and Calicut M. G. ROAD
COCHIN-15
June 30, 1971
Ref:

The Secretary to Legislature,
Kerala, Trivandrum-1.

Ref: Your letter No. 1681-LA. 1.A{71, 10-6-1971

Sir,

On behalf of the Printer and' Publisher of Deshabhimani, I wish to
state the following in reply to your communication.

The news item under the caption “eniesa olm) ayee0@ eidh’ano
eomoodel] aoeBsl”  (incidentally the heading is not “eaestd ala
@y000Th £1&°axle Yl Godea4e) aioRBT” as stated in your communication)
is not intended “to create contempt and prejudice in the minds of the
public”.  To_ the best of my knowledge it corresponds to what
Sri P. Kunhan MLA stated in the House. After seeing your letter, I again
checked up my reports and I find no reason to correct the version in the
paper.

I have no access to the official transcript of the Honourable Members®
speech and therefore am unable to verify my report with it,

So I would be grateful if you would kindly supply me with the official
transcript of the speech. If any serious variance amounting to distortion
or breach of privilege is found, I would gladly make amends to the satis-
faction of the House.

In the meanwhile, I respectfully submit that I have n i
breach of the privileges of the Honourable House or eitSOtl\(/:IoeI{lnIt?;;ed?
would earnestly like to impress upon the honourable members t.hat
committing breach of the privileges of the august House is far from our
intention or policy,

Yours faithfully,
(Sd.)
P. Govinoa Prirar,
Chief Editor,
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y APPENDIX V
Grams: DESABIMANI
Tele

P. B. No. 1652
] Phones: 32346 & 31747
ESTD. 1942
DESHABIMANI v cvreeirannesnanesnmnaanens s rren o
(MALAYALAM DAILY _

Published from Cochin and Calicut M. G. ROAD
COCHIN-15
14-11-1971

Ref: G.L.J75.

The Secretary
Legislative Assembly
Trivandrum

Sir,
Ref.  Your lgtter No. 1681/LA. 1A/71 dated 21-10-1971
On the question of breach of privilege of the Legislative Assembly
raised against us, I wish to state the following.

The report in Deshabhimani dated 23 March 1971 to which you
refer was published in good faith. Committing a breach of privilege of
the Kerala Legislative Assembly was not our intention.

But the official report of the proceedings of the Assembly, which you
kindly forwarded to me at my request show that our report is certainly at
variance with it. T must accept the veracity of the official report.

Therefore, I tender my apologies to the Kerala Legislative Assembly
and all the honourable members concerned for the incorrect report which
happened to be published in our Newspaper.

1 regret the delay in sending this explanation.

" Yours faithfully,
(sd.)

P. Govinpa Prrar,
Chief Editor.
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