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REPORT
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L Imtroduction

I, the Chairman of the Committee of Privileges, present this Report to
the House on the following question of privilege:— ’

Editor and Printer and Publisher of Kerala Rajyam in respect of a report
which appeared in the daily dated July 5, 1977 under the caption
‘‘eang n?ﬂm)mm@w1m&o Slelgjsmilaego, '’

According to the member, the report in question contained many state-
ments which were injurious and defamatory to him and made with the
intention of character assassination. It was pointed out that this had
been done deliberately, wilfully and intentionally and hence it amounted
to a breach of privilege of the House, :

The question was referred by the Speaker to the Committee of Privileges
under Rule 158 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in the
Kerala Legislative Assembly for examination and report as he was convinced
that there was 2’ prima facie case of breach of privilege in this case.

The Committee held three sittings. The extracts of the minutes of the
meetings are appended (Appendix—1I).

At the first sitting held on November 8, 1977, the Committee decided
to call for the explanation from the Editor and Printer and Publisher of
Kerala Rajyam.

At the second sitting held on February 13, 1978 the Committee consider-
ed the letters dated February 10, 1978 received from the Editor and Printer
and Publisher of “Kerala Rajyam”. The first letter from the Editor contained
a request to supply him with a copy of the relevant proceedings of the
Assembly. In the second letter of the same date received from the Editor
he had expressed regret for having published such a report.  The
Committee felt that the above replies were evasive and the question required
further examination. The Committee decided to summon ~ the Editor and
Printer and Publisher of the ‘Kerala Rajyam’ before the Committee at
their next meeting.
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At the third sitting held on June 3, 1978, the Committee heard the Editor
and Printer and Publisher, The Editor and Printer and Publisher of Kerala
Rajyam tendered unconditional apology and expre_ssed regret for having
published the news item under reference in-their Daily. They also gave an
assurance to the Committee that they would publish a statement expressing
regret for having published the news item in their Daily. Accordingly a
statement expressing regret was published in the Daily dated July 26, 1978
an extract of which is appended. (Appendix VII). BRI

At the fourth sitting held on July 31, 1978 the draft report was approved
by the Committee. o . . o

I. Findings of the Committee )

After a careful consideration of the impugned report (Appendix II} the
Committee came to the conclusion that the report is 2 highly distorted version
of the proceedings of the Assembly dated July 4, 1977 and contained several
words which are defamatory to Shri R. S: Unni and calculated to undermine
the dignity of the member and lower him in the estimation of the public.

. Recommendation of the Committee

o
'

Having considered the question in all'its aspects, the Committee are. con-
vinced that the Editor and Printer and Publisher of the Kerala Rajyam Daily
have committed gross breach of privilege and contempt of the House by
publishing the report under reference. However, as already mentioned,
both the Editor and Printer and Publisher of the Kerala Rajyam Daily have
tendered their un conditional apology before the Committee for having publi-
shed the report. They have also published a statement expressing regret for
having published the report in question in the Daily- dated July 26, 1978.
‘The Committee feel that in the present case the ends of justice will be met by
accepting the apology. ' ’ - i s

The Committee recommend to the House that no action be taken against
the Editor and Printer and Publisher of the Kerala Rajyam Daily for the
incorrect report published in the Kerala Rajyam Dailydated July 5,-1977
under the caption “c&0g mi@amelells malelalsm1aea0'in view of the
unconditional apology tendered by them before the Committee. .

o
S

A .. A. K. Antony,
Trivandrum, Lo i | Chairman,

August :},"!'1'978. R < - Committee_of Privileges. -
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APPENDIX—I

Extracts from the Minutes of the Meeting of the Committee of
Privileges held on November 8, 1977

The Committee of Privileges met at 3 p.m. on November 8, 1977 in
the Durbar Hall, Secretariat Buildings, Trivandrum. ShriP.K. Vasudevan
Nair, Minister for Industries and Chairman, presided. The following
members were present.

Shri L. Ahamed

5, N. K. Balakrishnan -
. ,, K. Chandrasekharan

Dr.  George Mathew

Shri T. K. Ramakrishnan

,,  R.S. Unni.

Secretariat

Dr. R. Prasannan, Secretary
Shri S. Balakrishna Kurup, Joint Secretary
Shri E. . George, Under Secretary.

The Committee considered the following questions of breach of privilege
referred to them under rule 158 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of
Business in the Kerala Legislative Assembly.

* < - * *

(i)  Question of privilege againsi the Edilor, Prinier and Publisher, ‘Kerala Rajyam’
Daily. .

Notice was given by Shri R. S. Unni under Rule 154 of the Rules of
Procedure and Conduct of Business in the Kerala Legislative Assembly to raise
a question of breach of privilege against the Editor, Printer and Publisher of the
“Kerala Rajyam” Dased on a report which appeared in the Daily dated
July 5, 1977 under the caption “eca0g mlwacveeleils smetaigmilacga?’,

2/2907/MC
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According to the member, the report in question contained many
statements which were injurious and defamatory and made with the intention
of character assassination. It was pointed out that this had been done deli-
berately, wilfully and intentionally and that it tantamounted to a breach of
privilege of the Assembly. :

The question had been referred by the Speaker to the Committec of
Privileges under Rule 158 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business
in the Kerala Legislative Assembly for examination and report as he was
convinced that there was a prima facie case of breach of privilege in this case.

) “The Committee decided to call for the explanation from the Lditor,
Printer and Publisher of ‘Kerala Rajyam’ in the first instance.




Extracts from the Minutes of the Meeting of the Comumittee of
Privileges held on February 13, 1978

- The Committec of Privileges met.at 3.30 p.m. on. February 13, 1978 in
the Durbar Hall, Secretariat Buildings, Trivandrum. Shri P. K. Vasudevan
Nair, Minister for Industries and Electricity and Chairman presided. The
following members were present.

Shri E. Ahamed

5, N. K. Balakrishnan
,s K. Chandrasekharan
Dr.  George Mathew

Shri K. Karunakaran
-y AL A Rahim
T. K. Ramakrishnan

Secrelarial

Dr. R. Prasannan, Secretary
Shri 8. Balakrishna Kurup, Joint Secretary
E. F. George, Under Secretary.

BB

The Committee resumed consideration of the following questions of

. breach of privilege referred to them under Rule 158 of the Rules of Procedure
and Conduct of Business in the Kerala Legislative Assembly.

* . * *

II.  Question of privilege against the Edilor and Printer and Publisher, ‘Kerala
Rajyam’ Daily. .

The Committee considered the letters dated  10-2-1978 received from the
Editor and Printer and Publisher of ‘Kerala Rajvam’ requesting to supply
them with a copy of the proceedings by which the question of privilege was
referred to the Committee and the subsequent letter of the same date recetved
from the Editor of the paper cxpressing regret in having published such =«
report on account of some misunderstading. The Committee felt that the
above replies were evasive and this question required further examination:
The Committee decided to summon the Editor, Printer and Publisher of the
‘Kerala Rajyam’ before the Committee at their next meeting.



Extracts from the Minutes of the Meeting of the Committee of
Privileges held on June 3, 1978

The Committee met at 3 p.m. on June 3,1978 in the Durbar Hall, Secre-
tariat Buildings, Trivandrum. Shri A. K. Antony, Chief Minister and
Chairman  presided. The following members were present.

Shri K. Chandraseckharan
Dr. George Mathew
Shri M, K. Raghavan,

Secretariat

Dr. R. Prasannan, Secretary
Shri 8. Balakrishna Kurup, Joint Secretary
» L. F. George, Under Secrctary.

- The Committee resumed consideration of the following questions of
breach of privilege referred to them under Rule 158 of the Rules of Procedure
and Conduct -of Business in the Kerala Legislative Assembly.

* * * *

()] bQ_uey[ion of Privilege against the Editor, Printer and Publisher, Kerala Rajyam
aily. -

In response to the summons issued, Shri O. Gopalakrishna Pillai, Printer
and Publisher and Shri K. N. V. Kurup, Editor, Kerala Rajyam appeared
before the Committee. They tendered unconditional apology and expressed
regret for having published the news item under reference in their Daily,
They also gave an assurance to the Committee that they would publish a
]s:;a.gfment expressing their regret for having published the news item in their

aily.

The Committee decided to recommend that the matter might not be
pursued further in view of the unqualified apology tendered by the Editor
and Printer and Publisher of Kerala Rajyam for the incorrect report published
in the ‘Kerala Rajyam’ dated July 5% 1977 under the caption “‘esng mam
avewleile &alelasmilacgd”, ‘
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Extract of Proceedings of the Legislative Assembly
- dated July 4, 1977
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ApPPENDIX—]V

Copy of letter dated February 10, 1978, received from Shri K. N. P.
Kurup, Editor, Kerala Rajyam

-1 am in receipt of a communication dared 2-12-1977 directing me 10
state what I have to say in the marter concerning a ‘News  item dated July 5,
1977 under the Caption “cang m’lm)mm)@«»’le:&o S0Iiajsau1®e89”  which
according 1o the privilege committee o' (e, Kerala Legislative Assembly is a
news item involving breach of privilege of the Kerala Legislative Assembly.

It may be pointed out that the said news item.was published without any
intention of defaming any member of the Kerala Legislative Assembly. It was
published in public interest and the report was bona fide. Ithad given only a
narration of what actually happened within  the assembly hall.” Almost
all papers have published such news jtems.

It may be pointed out that I have not received a copy of the proceedings
how a question involving breach of privilege had been referred to the com.
mittee of privileges. I could give a derailed reply if 1 am enlightened re-
garding the matier in which the news item came up for examination and
report under rule 158 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in
the Kerala Assembly.

I can give a detailed reply explaining my position if I get a copy of the
proceedings by which the matter was referred to the Committee, At any
rate I can assure you that the news item was published without malice and
the best of itention with no ill-will,



APPENDIX——Y

‘Copy of letter dated February 10, 1978 received from
Shri O. Gopalakrishna Pillai, Printer and Publisher,
Kerala Rajyam

y the Editor, T bag to inform you

While.endorsing the views expressed b
dely believing them and with the

that I have published the news item bonafi
best of intention.
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ApPPENDIX—VT

Copy of letter dated February 10, 1978 received from Shri K. N. P
Kurup, Editor, Kerala Rajyam

The report published on July 5, 1977 in Kerala Rajyam, under the
heading “ecang m’]wmm@m)'lm&o dolelagnilaeso’’ was not deliberately
meant to decry the Le

gislature or the M.L.As. It was published on account
of some misunderstanding, - : :

The fact that such a report came to be published is regretted.

GPT. 2/2997/MC
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ArpenpDix  VIL

Statement of Regret Published in Kerala Rajyam
(Front Page) dated July 26, 1978
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